
NEWSLETTER NO.9  WEEK 10  TERM 4  FRIDAY 9TH DECEMBER ,  2022    

Our Vision: Centred by Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

Term 4 2022 
 

Monday 12 December 2022 Year 6 celebration Day Craigieburn 

6pm Year 6 Graduation Liturgy 

Tuesday 13 December 2022 

 

2.15 pm Final Assembly in the Church to announce 2023 Student Leadership 

End of Term 4 – dismissal 3.30pm 

Wednesday 14 December 2022 Numeracy testing (by appointment via Operoo) 

Reports can be accessed by 4pm. 

Thursday 15 December 2022 Numeracy testing (by appointment via Operoo) 

Saturday 24 December 6pm All families invited to the 6pm Mass. Children may come dressed as a nativity 
character. 

Monday 30 January 2022 Literacy testing (by appointment via Operoo) 

Tuesday 31 January 2022 Literacy testing (by appointment via Operoo) 

Wednesday 1 February 2022 Term 1 commences 

                 

 

 
 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear families, parishioners, and friends, 

It is week ten of our term already and the 
second week of the Advent season. Week two of Advent 
focusses on Peace. The second week of Advent is the candle 
of peace. This candle reminds us that the angels declared 
"peace on earth" at the birth of Jesus. Jesus offers us inner 
peace and peace with others. May you find time in the 
busyness of the week to take some quiet and peaceful time 
for reflection.  

A highlight at St. Ambrose was the presentation of the story 
of Christmas so beautifully re-enacted by our prep and one 
students on Thursday afternoon. It was wonderful to share 
this heart-warming experience with so many of our parents 
and some grandparents. Congratulations to our junior 
children, Mrs. Byrne, Mrs. Watts and their teachers for 
supporting our children to portray and share with us this 
ancient story showing us the meaning of Christmas.  

We hope that your children are feeling positive about moving 
into their 2023 classes.  I visited each of the rooms on step 
up day and found the children happily interacting with each 

                                                           
Our St Ambrose community acknowledges 
the traditional owners of this land-their 
ancestors and is committed to reconciliation 
with Indigenous Australians and in caring for 
our planet.  

 



other and their teachers. They were also engaged in the activities planned. Our numbers are again strong 
for 2023 with an increase in enrolments. When our new classrooms are complete we will then be able to 
allow further spaces for the 2024 school year. 

With only two weeks left with our students this year, it is appropriate to acknowledge and 
farewell Ms Emily Conway, Mr. Conor Van Der Staay and Mrs. Danica Smith as they finish 
their time with us. Conor quickly became a much loved and valued member of our St. 
Ambrose staff over the last two years, sharing his passion for teaching & learning with staff, 
parents and students alike. Emily started with us this year as a graduate and quickly 
established herself as a very capable and child centred teacher. Her pupils and families alike 
soon learned to trust and respect her and she will be remembered fondly. 
Danica came to us from St. Patricks in Kilmore where she will return for 
the first part of 2023 before she takes leave to have her precious second 
child. Danica has been teaching in year 5-6 this year and we appreciate 
all she has contributed.  She will also be remembered. We wish Conor, 
Emily and Danica, all the very best in their next chapters, every 

happiness going forward and we thank them for their contributions to our school 
community. 

At our Year Six Graduation this Monday, we will recognise our year six students’ completion of primary 
school with a special day out followed by an evening liturgy. Graduating from primary school is a milestone 
to be celebrated; the achievements and growth. We look forward with hope and promise. To all the staff 
that have contributed to their primary school journey over the last seven years, thank you. Most of all we 
thank our students and their families who will join us at 6pm this Monday, 12th December in our Church for 
a Liturgy and presentations. Congratulations to the families and students of our class of 2022!  

Our end of School Mass was celebrated this week on the feast day of St Ambrose. It was a lovely way to 
give thanks for all of our 2022 blessings. We celebrated together and we had loads of fun with Dan and 
Tara from KABOOM! The photos show it all! 

Over the next two weeks, teachers will be handing over important information to your child's 2023 class 
teacher to further enhance your child’s transition to their new learning environment. Each child’s Student 
Profile is updated, with valuable professional discussions and learning taking place in these sessions in 
preparation for 2023. We thank our children, teachers and families for their positivity and commitment to 
ensuring our children transition with success and a positive mindset. 

As the school year grows closer to the end and festivities of cultural and 
religious celebrations begin, day to day functioning can become a little 
harder for both adults and children who have difficulties with social 
environments, sensory sensitivities or coping with change. Everyone is 
getting tired, relationships may become strained and demands seem 
many. Throw into the mix the end of school commitments (not to mention 
whose turn it is to host Christmas) and no wonder you feel exhausted 
already! It is worthwhile to think about how we can reduce the demand of 
day to day activities to ensure we don’t completely deplete our energy. 
Work out what is important to your family and plan your activities around 
these things- by focussing on what's important, we reduce the 
unnecessary demands that come with “filler” activities or things that don’t 
align with your values. The following information from Raising Children 
considers the importance of self-care for parents. Attending to priorities 
such as sleep, good nutrition, regular exercise and relationship building 
will ensure we have some petrol in the tank for the weeks ahead! 
Wellbeing for Parents and Caregivers https://raisingchildren.net.au/for-professionals/mental-health-
resources/parent-mental-health-and-wellbeing  

 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/for-professionals/mental-health-resources/parent-mental-health-and-wellbeing
https://raisingchildren.net.au/for-professionals/mental-health-resources/parent-mental-health-and-wellbeing


Auslan will be taught at St Ambrose in 2023 

We are delighted that Mrs. Kate Old will be returning to St. Ambrose in 
a part time capacity in 2023!  She will teach Auslan in the junior school 
from term one and from term two we will offer this across the school, 
including the middle and senior classes as well. Kate will teach 
alongside each class teacher so that we are all learning together. This 
will mean that the class teachers can reinforce what is taught during the 
week. We are all very excited about learning Auslan which has been 
requested by many students over the past few years.  

2023 Parents as Helpers Training 

Debbie Geisler facilitated a parents as helpers training course this week 

where we also welcomed some of our new parents joining us in 2023.  

 
Step Up Day 

 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Numeracy & Literacy Testing 
 
Most of you have now booked in your Numeracy interviews via Operoo. The Literacy interviews 
will be available via Operoo next week.  
 
We believe that what we gain from this 1-1 time with teachers will give us valuable information to 
inform our teaching to differentiate effectively to meet your child’s learning of numeracy and 
literacy explicitly from their point of need. It also builds student-teacher rapport. We thank you for 
your understanding and support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Ants Performance 

 

Today we celebrated our prep students’ completion of their 
first year of school with a special activity day which included 
a very comical and entertaining performance by Mr. Ants 
who did his recycling show for us. The children also 
decorated gingerbread and made Christmas crafts. We hope 
they had a memorable day! 

 

 

 

 

 



Soccer Gala Day 

Thank you to Mrs. Cavric, teachers and parents for supporting out year 1-6 students in Darebin 
today for the soccer gala day.  We hear it was a fabulous day! 

   

 

2023 Student Leadership 
 

Our grade 5 students did an outstanding job 
with their presentations this week which made 
voting difficult.  
 
Students from grades 4 and 5 have now 
submitted their choices in a private ballot. All 
ballot papers have been given to Mrs Geisler 
and I to count. Winning positions will be 
announced on our students final day of classes 
at our 2.15 pm assembly on Tuesday December 
13th. 

 

PBL Hot Chip treat 

Our PBL winners enjoyed their hot chips on Monday. They 
were the lucky ones whose names were drawn from their 
class ticket jars on Monday.  

 

 

 

 



2023 Term Dates 

2023 Start date Finish date 

Term 1 

 27 January 2023 – Teachers start 
 30 & 31 January 2023 - Literacy testing 
 1 February 2023 – All students commence 
 5 & 6 April Staff PD Literacy Pupil Free 

(2 days) 

6 April 2023 

Term 2 
 25 April 2023 – Anzac Day Public Holiday. 
 26 April 2023 – Students commence. 

23 June 2023 

Term 3 
 10 July 2023 
 Friday July 28th 2023 – Pupil free (1 day) SIF for review 

15 September 2023 

Term 4 

 2 October 2023 
 November 6th Writing Moderation & Report Writing Pupil free day 

(1 day) 

 18th & 19th December Numeracy testing 
 20 December teachers finish 

 

20 December 2023 

Pictured are Mrs. Lewis and Mrs. Rixon enjoying getting to know their students on Tuesday 
morning. 

Christmas Colouring In 

Congratulations to our winners and to Isabelle and 
Madeline for this initiative. 

 



Christmas Raffle – And the winners are: 

1 Angus Tuck 

2 Isabelle McCarthy 

3 Hamish Franklin 

4 Kai Zirnsak 

5 Victoria Coundon 

6 Angela Brady 

Thank you to all who purchased raffle tickets.  All 6 prizes were won by school families. 

A huge thank you to the Scarborough family, Mort & Pestle, Lashes & Beauty by Rachel and Ramai 

Beauty.  If you get a chance, please shop locally and support these generous businesses.  Another 

successful Christmas Raffle! Thank you Sandy Howe for making it happen again! 

Reflections of the week 

 
 

   
Our Grade 4 Girls ran a session on what they learnt on their RoboGirls Day. 
 

Viv with a butterfly friend in the garden!  



Sticky has been hanging around with 3/4O. 

   
Kaboom activities 



 
 

4th Week of Advent (Love) - Nativity presented by the students in Prep/1R and Prep C 
 

    



 

 

 
Proud parents! 

 



The angel appears to the shepherds.                The arrival of the Wise Kings bearing gifts for baby 
Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mary and Joseph with baby Jesus surrounded  Rex (Prep/1 R) leading the school in singing the 
by angels, shepherds and kings   Christmas hymns. 

 
The angelic ‘Angel’ 
choir!  Proud of their 
performance:)  

 

 
 



New basketball rings 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Student Awards.  Congratulations to… 
 

Prep C Felicity F for always showing respect in the classroom. 

Prep C Ryder M for showing whole body listening and working hard in Writing. 

Prep C Lachlan G for being respectful and putting effort into his writing. 

Prep C Gwen G for being respectful and following instructions. 

P/1R Ivy H for always being so respectful to her teachers and peers. 

P/1R Matilda C for great improvement in handwriting! 

1/2K Kitty B for always producing outstanding work and being a focused learner! 

1/2K Neve E for always working in a focused way to produce her best work. 

2V James B for his imaginative “remix” of the 12 days of Christmas with Hamish. 

2V Hamish M for his imaginative “remix” of the 12 days of Christmas with James. 

3/4L Charlotte N for fantastic leadership in our class group work. 

3/4L Tyler T for always approaching tasks in a positive manner. 

3/4O Hayden L for his persistence and focus when writing his myth. 

3/4W Ethan C for taking the time to help clean and organize our classroom. 

3/4W Mia W for her kindness and respect towards others, always. 

3/4W Hugh F for his improved resilience with learning challenges. 

5/6M John P for always willing to take on jobs to help with the smooth running of the classroom. 

5/6M Caellan B for being a happy class member and always getting on with the job. 

5/6P Micah W for his kind and caring attitude. 

5/6P Annique S for always being a responsible class member. 



5/6S Max S for his positive, enthusiastic and mature approach to all set tasks.  He puts 100% effort.  Well 
done! 

5/6S Victoria C for being a great class member.  I’m impressed with your effort to all class work.  Well 
done! 

 

PBL Gold, Silver & Bronze Certificate Recipients. 
 
We congratulate the following students. 
 
Bronze – 
20 Bee 
Gotcha 
Tickets 
 
Ivy H 
Jacob W 
Matilda C 
Iona T 
Isla M 
Bill R 
Tess J 
Everly B 
Grace H 
Oscar L 
Oscar D 
Hunter C 
Augie L 
William C 
Harriet B 
Ryan K 
Molly M 
Kitty B 

Silver – 40 
Bee Gotcha 
Tickets 
 
Kitty B 
Deon S 
Iona T 
Lawson N 
Augie L 
Grace H 
Kate D 
Jacob W 
Henry B 
Grace M 
Teddy M 
Lachlan G 
Holly C 
Toby C 
Jordan M 
Peaches K 
Margot G 
Charlie P 
Ryder M 
Casey M 
Mosako S 
Ruby W 
Leah W 

Gold – 60 
Bee 
Gotcha 
Tickets 
 
Myles L 
Poppy C 
Toby C 
Jack B 
Gwen G 
Margot G 
Lachlan G 
Felicity F 
Holly C 
Ryder M 
Casey M 
Peaches K 
Jack J 
Mollie H 
Ben Y 
Grace H 
Jacques B 
Leo W 
Kate D 
David Y 
Niamh F 
Ruby W 
Benni C 
Jethro F 
James B 
Reuben T 
Lily S 
Darcy S 
Charlie P 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



From Erin Brass 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Building Update 

Most of the windows are in. Following this the painting and fitting out will begin! We are on target 
to use the rooms from mid february! 

Library News 

Thank you to all of the people who have searched high and low, 
under beds, in bags, wardrobes and under pillows. 
 
We appreciate the effort to return our precious books! Keep on 

reading and absorbing the wonderful treasures we have on our 

shelves.  

 

Scholastic Book Orders 

Thank you to all the families who have supported St Ambrose 

through Scholastic Book Club.  We have achieved many credits 

to purchase new books for our Library. 

Just a note that the last book club order is in the delivery system 

and we received some of the boxes today. We will be in contact.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Baking cakes and playing 

shops. 



Happy Birthday 

9 December  Vivi W 
10 December  Annie D 
   Seth X 
11 December  Elke F 
12 December  Maeve D 
16 December  Leo G 
17 December  Jack B 
   Riley W 
18 December  Elsie A 
19 December  Anabelle W 
30 December  Marli P 
1 January  Lachie G 
4 January  Scarlett M 
5 January  Jacques B 
   Owen V 
7 January  Harriet F 
10 January  Rose B 
15 January  Hayden L 
   Mia T 
   Leo W 
   Lucas T 
16 January  Patrick F 
   Baz R 
   Mack R 
17 January  Caysen E-S 
   Ethan W 
19 January  Tess J 
20 January  Sophie V 
21 January  Leon G 
22 January  Elliot D 
23 January  Billie H 
24 January  Oli J 
   Lucy S 
27 January  Amari B 
   Elias B 
28 January  Bailey P 
30 January  Emrys G 
31 January  Ryder M 
   Isabelle A 

 
 
 
May you all feel the spirit of Christmas in 
your lives. 
 
Warm regards,  

 

 

 
 
 
 

Bronwyn Phillips  
Principal  

 



2V Classroom Feature 

  



 
 

 



Celebrating the Word of God 
 

 

 
 

 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Community News 
 

 
 

 



 
 


