
NEWSLETTER NO.8  WEEK 9  TERM 4  FRIDAY 2N D  DECEMBER ,  2022    

Our Vision: Centred by Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

Term 4 2022 
 

Tuesday 6 December 2022 Prep Orientation Session 3 – 9-11am 

Step up day Grades 1-6 

PARENT AS HELPERS TRAINING SESSION 9.15 am 

Sacred Heart College Orientation Day 

Wednesday 7 December 2022 End of Year Mass (9.15am) & St Ambrose Day Christmas Raffle Drawn 

KABOOM activities – whole school 

Friday 9 December Year 1-6 Soccer gala excursion & year Prep incursion Mr. Ants 

Monday 12 December 2022 Year 6 celebration Day Craigieburn 

Tuesday 13 December 2022 

 

2.15 pm Final Assembly in the Church to announce 2023 Student Leadership 

End of Term 4 – dismissal 3.30pm 

Wednesday 14 December 2022 Numeracy testing (by appointment via Operoo) 

Reports can be accessed by 4pm. 

Thursday 15 December 2022 Numeracy testing (by appointment via Operoo) 

Saturday 24 December 6pm All families invited to the 6pm Mass. Children may come dressed as a nativity 
character. 

Monday 30 January 2022 Literacy testing (by appointment via Operoo) 

Tuesday 31 January 2022 Literacy testing (by appointment via Operoo) 

Wednesday 1 February 2022 Term 1 commences 

                Love 

 

 
 

                                                                         

 

Dear families, parishioners, and friends,  

Our school will recognise the Feast Day of our Patron 
Saint, St. Ambrose, and celebrate the day next 
Wednesday December 7th. This remarkable man, who 
was born in Trier, Germany was a theologian and 
statesman who served as Bishop of Milan from 374 to 
397. He expressed himself prominently as a public figure, 
fiercely promoting the Christian faith against paganism. He 
was known as a bishop, teacher, writer, and composer, St. Ambrose is also 
famous for having baptized St. Augustine. St. Ambrose as you know is also 
the patron saint of bees! 

We will start this special day with our 9.15am end of year mass followed by 
our KABOOM outdoor activity events. The children thoroughly enjoyed this 
day last year and many have said that they are really looking forward to the 
activities this year. 

The Catholic Church officially began the season of Advent on Tuesday. 
Advent is the time when we begin to prepare for the celebration of the birth of 
Christ. All classrooms will be talking about Advent over the coming weeks and light the candles in the 
Advent Wreath. If you are planning on having an Advent calendar at home, your children may be able to 
share with you what we are celebrating as we open up a new window each day. It is also a lovely idea to try 
to do something special which can show the true spirit of Christmas - the love of Jesus- to the world e.g. 
children could set the table without being asked, do a special kind deed for someone who needs it, leave a 



note for someone telling them how much they are 
appreciated, etc. We hope that you have a 
wonderful time celebrating this magical season!  

Advent Liturgy 

In next week’s advent liturgy, we will light the 

candle of love and the prep-one students are 

presenting the nativity in the church at 2.40pm on 

Thursday December 8th. All of you are welcome.  

2023 Parents as Helpers Training 

Debbie Geisler will be facilitating a parents as 

helpers training course at 9.15am in the parish 

hall on Tuesday December 6th which is our 2023 

transition and step up morning. We welcome anyone interested in assisting in the classroom or with 

excursions and sporting events in our community to attend this session if you haven’t done this training 

within the past three years or if you are a new parent for 2023. 

 
Class Groupings 2023  
 
Staffing and class lists have been finalised and your children 
will find out their classes on December 6th on step up morning. 
 
We have taken into account your input along with our 
knowledge of your children’s needs within the school setting.  
When children find out who their 2023 teacher will be it will 
assist them if you are positive with them regarding the class 
groupings they are in. I understand that change is sometimes 
difficult but in reality, it is the only thing that we can be certain 
of and we support our children to learn to welcome change in 
their lives and see it as an opportunity for growth. We thank 
you for the trust you place in us in placing your children for 
their next year at school. 
 
You will find below the classroom teacher allocation for 2023. 
Indeed, we feel most fortunate to have dynamic, dedicated and 
skilled members of staff and we are looking forward to what we 
can achieve with you in 2023. We warmly welcome our new 
staff who will compliment and add further diversity to our team.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CLASS                          TEACHER                               ESO 

Prep K Ms. Rebecca Keenan Mrs. Sandy Howe (Mon-Fri) 

One-Two R Mrs. Alison Raco Mrs. Fiona Forbes (Mon-Fri) 

One-Two C-M Mrs. Kate Callinan (Mon-Thurs) 

Mrs. Emma McMahon (Fri) 

Mrs. Michelle Campbell (Mon-Thurs) 

(Fri) TBC 

One-Two R-L Mrs. Stephanie Rixon (Mon-Thurs) 

Mrs. Kate Lewis (Fri) 

Mr. Joel Dwyer (Mon,Tue, Wed, Fri) 

(Thurs) TBC 

Three-Four M Mrs. Christine McLay Ms. Jodie Wolfli (Mon-Fri) 

Three-Four O Mr. Patrick Old Mrs. Rhonda Scanlon (Mon-Thurs) 

Three-Four L Mr. Michael Lawlor Mrs. Jenny Nelson (Tue, Wed Thurs) 

(Mon) TBC 

Five-Six M Mrs. Brenda McDonald Ms Joanna Roch & 

Mrs. Janene Attard   

will support in the  

5-6 classes 

Five-Six W Mrs. Karen White 

Five-Six P Mr. Micheal Portelli 

Visual Arts Ms. Clare Shannon TBC  

ICT/Cultural Studies Mrs. Kelly Woodman TBC  

Physical Education Mrs. Kristy Cavric TBC  

Music/Performing Arts Mrs. Nicole Sherlock-Byrne TBC  

Librarian Ms. Clare Shannon TBC  

Languages TBC Whoever is allocated to each class.  

Mental Health & 

Wellbeing  

Ms Erin Brass   

Finance Officer  Mrs. Karen Basa  

Office Administrator  Mrs. Justine Mitchener  

Numeracy Leader Mrs. Debbie Geisler  

Religious Education 

Leader 

Mrs. Nicole Sherlock-Byrne  

Literacy & Curriculum 

Support 

Mrs. Therese Watts  

Learning Diversity & 

Literacy Teacher & 

Leader 

Jennifer Boldiston  

Deputy Principal/ 

Wellbeing for Learning 

Leader 

Mrs. Debbie Geisler  

Principal  Ms Bronwyn Phillips  

 



No Candy Canes 
 
It is a kind and thoughtful gesture to share cards and goodwill messages with friends and our 
students gain joy from giving and receiving cards and kindness. We do have students with sugar 
intolerances and allergies to colourings. We also have many families wanting to regulate the sugar 
intake of their children. To support all families we ask that candy canes are not attached to 
Christmas cards and end of year messages. Some parents reported last year that their children 
were bringing 5 or more candy canes home each day and they lost count of how many their 
children were consuming before pick up time. Thank you for your co-operation. The gesture of a 
card and message is always appreciated. Occasionally we give out a lemonade icy pole, probably 
twice a year. 

 
Numeracy & Literacy Testing 
 
You will be able to book in your interviews online after December 6th via Operoo. Further 
information will be provided then.  
 
We believe that what we gain from this 1-1 time with teachers will give us valuable information to 
inform our teaching to differentiate effectively to meet your child’s learning of numeracy and 
literacy explicitly from their point of need. It also builds student-teacher rapport. We thank you for 
your understanding and support. 

2023 Student Leadership 
 

Our grade 5 students are currently 
preparing to run for leadership positions 
offered in 2023. They have nominated 
themselves for their desired positions and 
have created a poster of themselves, which 
informs our school community of the 
qualities they believe will make them a 
good leader in our school. 
 
Students are currently writing a speech that 
will be presented to Years 4 and 5 students 
during the week of 2nd December. 
 
Students from grades 4 and 5 will then vote 
in a private ballot. All ballot papers will be 
given to Ms Phillips and Mrs Geisler to 
count. Winning positions will be announced 
on our last day of school at our 2.15 pm 
assembly. 

Pupil Free Days 

Each year schools are allocated 4 pupil-free days to engage in professional development in order 
to build collective efficacy and build sufficient PD hours to maintain VIT registration (Note that 
testing days aren’t pupil free days). This year was an exception being a post Covid lockdown year 
where we were allocated an additional day. Unfortunately, we also had to close the school for one 
day during the flooding period and we have had to allow a day at the end of this year to relocate 
furniture and resources in cupboards in preparation for the second stage of the building project. 
We are unable to do this while the students are onsite for OH&S reasons (These additional days 
are not taken unless we absolutley need to and also have to be approved by MACS).  



Teachers will be working at school up until and on the day of December 19th. The term finishes on 
the 20th however as all of our staff started one day earlier this year on January 27th rather than 
January 28th their last day will be December 19th onsite. They will meet with the new staff, do a 
thorough handover of students to their 2023 teacher and plan for the start of 2023. This additional 
day is an exception and with the classrooms set to be ready in February we trust that the building 
project won’t mean we need to have any further days for the remainder of the works.  

We understand that it can be inconvenient when closures are taken and I appreciate your 
flexibility. We aim to add the closure days onto a weekend to minimise interuptions during the 
week and to allow families to go away if they want to. Our 2023 dates are listed in more detail 
below for your reference and forward planning. Please make contact with me if you have any 
questions about these days.  

2023 Term Dates 

2023 Start date Finish date 

Term 1 

 27 January 2023 – Teachers start 
 30 & 31 January 2023 - Literacy testing 
 1 February 2023 – All students 

commence 
 5 & 6 April Staff PD Literacy Pupil Free 

(2 days) 

6 April 2023 

Term 2 
 24 April 2023 – Pupil free (1 day) Staff PD 
 25 April 2023 – Anzac Day Public Holiday. 
 26 April 2023 – Students commence. 

23 June 2023 

Term 3  10 July 2023 15 September 2023 

Term 4 

 2 October 2023 
 November 6th Writing Moderation & 

Report Writing Pupil free day (1 day) 

 18th & 19th December Numeracy testing 
 20 December teachers finish 

 

20 December 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Christmas Raffle – Tickets have been sent home. Drawn on December 7th!  

Please return your raffle books on Monday!  ($2 per ticket / 3 for $5 /$25 per book). We have some 
amazing prizes this year and we hope you can assist us in selling these tickets to your family, friends, and 
perhaps neighbours. Prizes are: 
 
* A Morgan and Finch Queen Bed setting (sheets, doona cover set, 4 x feather pillows, and 2 x European 
pillows.)....all amounting to a $1,100 value.  

 
* A Christmas Hamper from our local kitchen shop Mort & 
Pestle to the value of $500. 
 
* A facial with skincare package from our local Ramaii Skin 
and Beauty Salon to the value of $250. 
 
* Various smaller Christmas-themed hampers. 
 
Please keep a look out in your children's school bags for 
your raffle books. 
  
Books need to be returned to the office by Monday 5th 

December, (sold or not). 

Story Dog Fundraiser Well Done Elsie! 
                                                                                                                          
Elsie announced on Wednesday that a total of $373.35 
was raised for the Story dog program which our Year 2 
students benefitted from this year. We thank you for your 
generosity. Cindy and Stumpy thank you on behalf of the 
Storydog foundation as well. We look forward to Stumpy’s 
return next year.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



From Erin Brass 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last week, I attended and presented at the Mental Health in Primary Schools (MHIPS) end 
of year conference for 2022.  
 

We were fortunate enough to hear from the Murdoch Children’s Research Institute and 
were presented with a snapshot of some preliminary data from their analysis of the 
effectiveness of the MHIPS program in schools across the state.  
 

Below you will see some of the results presented and the MHIPS program is impacting 
student mental health and wellbeing. 
 

Erin Brass 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



Learning Continues across the Classrooms 

The students are busy 
immersed in their learning 
across the classrooms where 
they are continuing to build 
on their skills. As I move 
around the classrooms each 
day it is wonderful to see our 
students engaged in what 
they are doing.  

 

Student Initiative 

Maddy & Isabelle are displaying the many entries to their 
Christmas colouring initiative. They certainly have added 
some Christmas cheer to the corridors! Winners will be 
announced on Monday December 5th so be sure to 
submit your work children! 
  

 

 
Thank you to all of the people who have searched high 
and low, under beds, in bags, wardrobes and under 
pillows. 
 
● We appreciate the effort to return our precious books! 

Keep on reading and absorbing the wonderful treasures 

we have on our shelves.  

● Hopefully our BIG BOOK ORDER will be delivered soon and you can enjoy even more reading time. 

● We will ask that ALL BOOKS are returned to the library by the end of 

November so that we can collate, tidy, repair and reshelve the books 

for next year……… Thanks!  

Take Home Books 

Library books are due back now.  Thank you to all the children that have 
returned their books. 

 
The last day for taking Home Readers will be Friday the 2nd of December.  So, 
all books will need to be returned by Monday 5/12/2022 so we can stocktake 
and get the books ready for 2023. 

 

 

 



Visual Arts: Art Folios have been sent home 
this week. Thursday 1/12 and Friday 2/12. 
Returning students are asked to RETURN 
THEIR EMPTY FOLIOS back to their 
classrooms so that they can be compiled 
into their NEW class grouping for 2023. 
Recycling the folios saves the art budget 
approximately $500 annually.  

 
Thank you kindly, Ms.Clare Shannon. Visual Arts Teacher. 

Happy Birthday 

 

Covid Safe Update  

We recommend that you continue to RAT test regularly and keep your children at home if they have cold or 
flu like symptoms. See last week’s newsletter for the latest recommendations. 

Social Justice Team Initiative 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 December  Carlie M 
   Cameron P 
3 December  Audrey C 
   Isabelle M 
6 December  Lawson N 
   Ed R 



 

We had our Walk for Hope today to raise awareness and much needed funds to support families impacted 

by cancer and hopefully with continued research, prevent families being impacted by cancer too! 

(Leo, Ryder, Levi, Will, Jemima, Tilly & Isabelle with the donation jar) 

 

 
 

Reflections this week 

 
Maddy Y – Mambo Art     Working hard on our Inquiry unit-Solar Systems 



      
Fun around the school on casual clothes day 

Imax Excursion 

              

              
Story Dog Day & Fundraiser 

   



         
Beautiful morning! 

 
Sandpit fun in the sun! (Poppy & Gwen from Prep C) 

                

 
eLearning Grade 1/ 2 K - We are learning to 
identify important cyber safety practices.  

 
It is important to ‘dress for success’ in many 
situations – 
whether you are 
out in the sun 
and you need to 
dress for 
protection, or if 
you are a school 
student and you 
dress in your 
runners on a day 
you have P.E. It 
is equally 

important to dress for success when you are online.  
During this lesson, students explored and reflected upon crucial cyber safety 
practices from our previous lessons, and incorporated them into an ‘outfit’ for online success. 



Mr. Lawlor’s 3/4L      Miss Conway’s Prep C 
      
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Mrs. White’s 3/4 W 

  
Did someone say ‘RUN for Hope!’ 
 
Mrs. Raco’s Prep/1 R 

 
Mr. Old’s 3/4O - Strutting to the beat of the music! 

  
 
 
                              Moonwalking too! 

 
 

Teamwork from 2V and 1/2K 



  

 

  
The Senior School - 5/6S, 5/6M and 5/6P 

The cubby houses are taking 
shape. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pottery Angels being glazed 
before going into the school kiln. 

 

 



May the sun continue to shine! 
 

Warm regards,  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Bronwyn Phillips  
Principal  

 

 

  



Celebrating the Word of God 

 
What makes you feel joyful? How can you share this joy with others this Advent? 

 
 

 



 

 

 

  



Community News 
 

 
 
 
 

There is a drop in session at  

Gisborne Skate Park, 2 Hamilton Street,  

this Saturday 3 December from 10-11am, 

and it would be great to have children’s voices 

represented there. 

 

Check out the  facebook post, or this link for 

more options. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=506618501503837&set=a.160649686100722
https://www.mrsc.vic.gov.au/About-Council/News/Have-Your-Say/Share-your-ideas-on-the-Gisborne-Skate-Park-plan

