
 

NEWSLETTER NO.  1  TERM 1   

FRIDAY 3RD FEBRUARY,  2023 

Our Vision: Centred by Faith, In Partnership with Community, We Provide Excellence in Learning 

2023 Term 1 Dates 

Thursday 26 January 2023 Australia Day 

Friday 27 January 2023 Staff commence 

Monday 30 January 2023 Literacy Testing (by appointment via Operoo) 

Tuesday 31 January 2023 Literacy Testing (by appointment via Operoo) 

Wednesday 1 February 2023 Term 1 commences for all students  

Prep students finish at 12.30pm 

Thursday 2 February 2023 Prep students finish at 12.30pm 

Friday 3 February 2023 Prep students finish at 12.30pm 

Monday 6 February 2023 Prep students finish at 3.30pm 

Wednesday 8 February 2023 Prep rest day 

9.30 am Whole school Mass. Student leaders are 
presented with their badges and staff are commissioned. 

Monday 13 February 2023 Cobaw tennis x 4 Grade 6 students 

Tuesday February 14th 9.00 am Parent as Helper Training 

Wednesday 15 February 2023 Prep rest day 

Tuesday 16 February 2023 Parent as Helper Training 5.00 pm 

Wednesday 22 February 2023 Ash Wednesday 

Prep rest day 

Wednesday 1 March 2023 Prep rest day 

Friday 3 March 2023 Cobaw Summer Sports – all Grade 5/6 students 

Wednesday 8 March 2023 Prep rest day 

Monday 13 March 2023 Labour Day Public Holiday 

Wednesday 15 March – Monday 27 March 2023 NAPLAN 

Friday 17 March 2023 Twilight Picnic 5.30 – 7.00 pm 

Monday 20 March 2023 Whole School Photo Day 

Friday 24 March 2023 National Ride2school Day 

Monday 27 March – Friday 31 March 2023 Grade 6 Canberra Camp 

Tuesday 4 April 2023 Sacred Heart College Year 5 transition day 

End of Term 1 – 3.30pm 

Wednesday 5 April 2023 School closure – Literacy PD 

Thursday 6 April 2023 School closure – Literacy PD 

Friday 7 April 2023 Good Friday 

Sunday 9 April 2023 Easter Sunday 

Monday 10 April 2023 Easter Monday 

Monday 24 April 2023 Term 2 commences 

Tuesday 25 April 2023 Anzac Day Public Holiday 

Our St Ambrose community acknowledges the Traditional owners of this land and their ancestors  

We are committed to reconciliation with Indigenous Australians and in caring for our planet.  

Prayer of deep listening 
In this century and in any century, 
Our deepest hope, our most tender prayer, 
Is that we learn to listen. 
May we listen to one another in openness and mercy 
May we listen to plants and animals in wonder and respect 
May we listen to our hearts in love and forgiveness 



May we listen to our deep spirit in quietness and awe. 
And in this listening, 
Which is boundless in its beauty, 
May we find the wisdom to cooperate  
With a healing spirit, a divine spirit, 
who beckons us into peace and community and creativity. 
We do not ask for a perfect world. 
But we do ask for a better world. 
We ask for deep listening. 
-Jay McDaniel 

Dear families, parishioners and friends,  
 
Welcome to the new school year which offers great 

promise and opportunity! 

It has been a delight talking with our 

children and families after the summer 

break and hearing the happy and 

excited buzz of your children in the 

classrooms again. Last Friday morning 

it was my great privilege to meet with 

our diverse, talented and dedicated 

staff to realign, re-group and reconnect 

as well as to reflect collaboratively upon 

our aspirations for the year. This of 

course is informed by your children’s 

needs and is driven by our vision and 

mission as well as by our goals for 

school improvement. Why we chose to be educators ignites our passion and fuels our drive to 

achieve the highest standards for your children. We used the work of Parker Palmer titled, ‘The 

Courage to Teach’ as some inspiration to set the tone for a positive and productive year where we 

aim to seek what is possible and use our combined strengths to maximise learning and growth. 

As a school community may we allow the essence of Christ to shine ever more brightly in our lives 
as we enter this New Year, in our work and in our friendships.  Luke’s Gospel about Jesus as a 
boy at the Temple illustrates that Jesus was a learner as well as a teacher. As a community we 
are led by his example and we are all learners and teachers together. 
 
We move into this new school year with renewed hope and vitality. As a staff we were also 

inspired by Jay McDaniel’s prayer for deep listening. You may also find this verse motivating and 

empowering.  

As we approach this year let us provide even a little space for “inner work” and “deep listening” 
which can help prepare our hearts for the journey we share together. 
 
We pray as we enter into this school year that the times of “deep listening” may help us to make 
space to listen to our inner knowing; the ear of our heart, to God’s call to each one of us and to our 
community of St. Ambrose. May we be fully present with all those who accompany us on this 
journey and may we continue as partners with you in pursuing fullness of life for all. 
  
Our teachers are greatly aware of how important it is to develop a positive relationship with the 

students within their class and care as well as positive partnerships with you. Let’s together, make 

this year a fantastic experience for your children by continuing to work together, supporting each 

 



other as we work in partnership. Your children’s teachers want to hear from you if you need clarity 

on anything.  

Your child’s teacher is usually your first point of call however if you feel the need to discuss any 
issues with me along the way please email me on principal@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au or phone 
54271285 to make an appointment. 

Twilight Picnic & Building Tours from 5.30pm 
March 17th 
 
We welcome all of our families to our school twilight picnic 
on Friday March 17th at 5.30pm on our school oval. Bring 
along a picnic rug, a hamper and good cheer to enjoy the 
company of our vibrant community. We will also offer tours 
of the new school building throughout this evening. Let’s 
hope that the weather is kind to us! 

We Warmly Welcome Our New Families 

Our St. Ambrose community is delighted to welcome the following new families: 
 
Anderson, Creer, Curcio, Gatacre, Magee, Stoneman & Sullivan.   
 
If you get a chance, please make them feel welcome at the Twilight Picnic! 
 

A Message from our Captains 
 
Hi, I am Emmy Y, one of your 2023 school captains. I 
would like to share a bit about myself. I am 11 years old 
and the oldest of 3 kids. I also have a dog named Louie. I 
also like to play netball and tennis. 
 
Hi, my name is Matthew M and I am one of the school 
captains for 2023 and I would like to share a bit about 
myself. Firstly, I have two sisters named Anna and Clare, 
I love playing soccer and I have a cat named Freya. 
 
This year we would like to introduce if you have a 
birthday on a school day the student can choose to add 
something bright and colourful to their uniform to 
celebrate. Some ideas include socks, casual shoes 
(close toed) scrunchies, hair clips and headbands. If 
the student’s birthday happens to fall on an excursion day the students may have to pick another day of 
that week.  Each student still has to wear their full school uniform in addition to the listed items   
 
All Students can feel free to come to 5/6M or 5/6W if they have any questions or ideas. 
 
Kind regards 
Emmy and Matthew 
 

Building update 
 
All is on target for our year prep to year two children to move into their new classrooms from 
February 23rd! This will then allow 3-4M to move into Mrs. Raco’s current room and 5-6P to move 
into the current prep room which will be close to 5-6W and 5-6M. We are very much looking 
forward to having this additional space. As of Monday, our two new play areas will be open for use 
which is also very exciting! 

mailto:principal@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au


School Canteen & Subway Lunches 
 
With the canteen near completion it is time to think about reopening it for lunch orders. If you are 
interested in assisting with the school canteen can you please look out for the Operoo we will send 
out next week to register your interest. We will then plan a meeting to look at what is possible. 
I have had requests to continue the Subway lunch day and to look into sushi lunch options. We will 
collaborate on these options as well and perhaps we could continue to offer Subway as well as 
have school canteen on different days. It will depend on how many people are available to assist.  

 
School Improvement Annual Action Planning 
 
Our staff meet on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons after school to continue with professional 
development and school improvement planning. Each year we collaborate on an Annual Action 
Plan which is in line with our School Improvement goals. We will share this with you in the coming 
weeks. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PBL 
 

Your children may be keeping you informed 
about their progress with positive behaviours 
for learning. Our school has taken on this 
approach to explicitly guide our community in 
how we behave together and treat each 
other.  
 

bee Respectful   bee Responsible   bee Resilient   bee Kind 
 

Parent-Teacher interviews Feb 21st & 23rd 
 
We will send out online booking information for your parent teacher interviews next week. These 
take place at the beginning of term one and at the end of term two or early in term three. Parent-
teacher interviews give us a great opportunity to learn more about your child's academic, 
emotional and social development, meet and strengthen parent-teacher partnerships and they 
assist your child's teachers to understand more about your child. 



 

Parent Classroom Information Sessions 
 
We are offering classroom information sessions in each class grouping after school on Tuesday 
February 28th and Thursday March 2nd.  It will allow further opportunity to learn more about how 
your children’s teachers support your child in their learning, classroom routines and expectations.  
We encourage you to attend the sessions relevant to you. We hope that you will gain further clarity 
and insight into how we can work together to support your child's growth. Session times will be 
included in next week’s newsletter. 
 

Save the School Production Dates in Term 3 

We are very excited about performing the musical, “Safari” this year at the Sacred Heart College 

Theatre on: 

- September 5th matinee performance 

- September 6th & 7th evening performances. 

Performance times will be communicated in the coming weeks. 

Micheal Portelli 

Mr. Portelli has a leg injury which necessitates him to be on leave for a further five weeks. We 

hope that Micheal can rest and that his leg will heal well. Fortunately, Ms Sharon Marshall will 

continue as the 5-6P teacher while Micheal recovers. 

School Assemblies  

Our first assembly for this year will be at 3.00 pm on Monday February 13th. Our assemblies are 

student led and with the easing of Covid restrictions each class will take a turn to present at 

assembly. When the building works are complete we will be able to gather in the library for our 

assemblies. If the 

weather is fine we will 

have our assembly 

outside under the 

shade sails and you 

can attend if you would 

like to. If it is raining 

we will have an online 

assembly. 

The children enjoy this 

time to connect and 

celebrate their 

achievements. 

Pictured are our 2023 

prep students listening 

attentively to Ms 

Keenan. 

 
 

 
 



Parents as Helpers 
 
The dates for our parents as helpers training for this year are Tuesday February 14th at 9.00 am 
until 10.00 am. We will also run a session after school on Thursday 16th February at 5.00pm until 
6.00 pm. Some of you have already attended the training session offered at the end of last year. If 
you wish to assist with our students in any way, you need to complete this course once every 
three years; so every fourth year.  
 

Anaphylaxis 
 
For your further information click on this link to view our Anaphylactic-Shock-Management Policy. 
As part of our health education our children learn about why we can’t share food at school. Food 
allergies is one of the reasons which you could also talk with your child about. 
 

Birthday & Food Treats 
 
In the interests of our children’s health needs please read the information later in this newsletter 
about birthday food and treats. It is our school policy that treats are not provided at school. Thank 
you for your understanding and co-operation. 
 

School Bell Times 

8.45am Classrooms open Music 

9.00am Class starts Bell 

11.05am Recess outdoor Play Bell 

11.45am Assemble Music 

11.50am Class starts Bell 

2.00pm Lunch Outdoor Play Bell 

2.40pm Assemble Music 

2.45pm Class starts Bell 

3.30pm Dismissal Bell 

 
 
 

Covid Safe Guide, Free RAT Kits & Masks Available 

We continue to follow Covid-19 safe protocols to ensure we keep 

our school environment free from the spread of Coronavirus. If you 

would like further RAT tests or face masks you may collect these 

from the boxes outside the office.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Anaphylactic-Shock-Management.pdf


Staffing 2023  

CLASS                          TEACHER                               ESO 

Prep K Ms. Rebecca Keenan Mrs. Sandy Howe (Mon-Fri) 

One-Two R Mrs. Alison Raco Mrs. Fiona Forbes (Mon-Fri) 

One-Two C-M Mrs. Kate Callinan (Mon-Thurs) 

Mrs. Emma McMahon (Fri) 

Mrs. Michelle Campbell (Mon-Thurs) 

(Fri) Ms Kerrie Egan 

One-Two R-L Mrs. Stephanie Rixon (Mon-Thurs) 

Mrs. Kate Lewis (Fri) 

Mr. Joel Dwyer (Mon,Tue, Wed, Fri) 

(Thurs) Ms Kerrie Egan 

Three-Four M Mrs. Christine McLay Ms. Jodie Wolfli (Mon-Fri) 

Three-Four O Mr. Patrick Old Mrs. Rhonda Scanlon (Mon-Thurs) 

Three-Four L Mr. Michael Lawlor Mrs. Jenny Nelson (Tue, Wed Thurs) 

(Mon) Ms Kerrie Egan 

Five-Six M Mrs. Brenda McDonald Ms Joanna Roch & 

Mrs. Janene Attard   

will support in the 5-6 classes 

Five-Six W Mrs. Karen White 

Five-Six P Mr. Micheal Portelli 

Visual Arts Ms. Clare Shannon   

ICT/Cultural Studies Mrs. Kelly Woodman   

Physical Education Mrs. Kristy Cavric   

Music/Performing Arts Mrs. Nicole Sherlock-Byrne   

Librarian Ms. Clare Shannon   

Languages - Auslan Mrs. Kate Old   

Mental Health & 

Wellbeing  

Ms Erin Brass   

Finance Officer  Mrs. Karen Basa  

Office Administrator  Mrs. Justine Mitchener  

Numeracy Leader Mrs. Debbie Geisler  

Religious Education 

Leader 

Mrs. Nicole Sherlock-Byrne  

Literacy & Curriculum 

Support 

Mrs. Therese Watts  

Learning Diversity & 

Literacy Teacher  

Jennifer Boldiston  

Deputy Principal/ 

Wellbeing for Learning  

Mrs. Debbie Geisler  

Principal  Ms Bronwyn Phillips  

 
Our Parish Priest is Rev. Fr. Martin Fleming. 



Healthy Snacks & Nude Food 

As your child’s first recess time will be at 

11.00am, it is essential that they have come to 

school having eaten a healthy and nutritional 

breakfast that will keep them energised through 

the morning. The same must be said for their 

morning break and lunch meals that should 

provide your child with a healthy nutritional 

meal to see them through the day. Your child 

may also have a raw food snack at 10.00 am if 

they are hungry. We encourage nude food to 

lessen our ecological footprint. It is great to see 

so many children using lunch boxes with 

compartments or waxed cloth which minimises 

the need for plastic wrapping. Please note that 

the junior school children will have 10-15 

minutes to eat before they go outside for their recess and lunch time play break and the senior students 

will have ten minutes. 

 

Student Initiatives 

Friday the 3rd of February Carlie M and Woody handed out flyers for the Woodend Junior Football Netball 

Club. To recruit girls and boys to join and here are some reasons why you should join… 

● It’s very fun  

● Good exercise 

● You learn good sportsmanship 

● Meet new people 

● Make bonds with coaches and teammates 

● And so many more…… 

 

If you or your child would like to sign up  

Contact: registrar@woodendhawks.com.au 

Girls football: U13, U15, U18  

Girls netball: 11\U, 13\ U, 15/U, 17/U 

  

mailto:registrar@woodendhawks.com.au


St Ambrose Sporting House Colours & History 

Each child at St. Ambrose is allocated into a 'house' or sporting team and colour. Your child competes in 
these teams on St. Ambrose whole school sports day, cross country and possibly some other events over 
the year. 
 
This year we are putting a focus on the history and meaning of the house colours and the people they are 
named after. These cards will be distributed to all children over the coming weeks. We hope they use this 
information as inspiration to try their hardest for their team. 

 

 Green 
  

   MERCY house 
  

 
 The Congregation of the Sisters of Mercy began when Catherine McAuley 
used an inheritance to build a large house in Dublin, Ireland, as a school for poor girls and a shelter for 
homeless servant girls and women. She was assisted in the works of the house by local women. There was 
no idea then of founding a religious institution; McAuley's plan was to establish a society of ordinary ladies 
who would spend a few hours daily in instructing the poor. 
 
The Sisters of Mercy first came to Australia in 1846. Dedicated to serving people who suffer from injustices 
related to poverty, sickness or lack of education, they have continually endeavoured to respond to a range 
of local and global needs. 
 

Yellow 
  

CARMEL house 
  

 Our Lady has many names and one of them is Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel.  This title commemorates her role as Patroness of the Carmelite Order.  The Carmelites dedicated 
a chapel to Mary, whom they affectionately called, “The Lady of the place.”  Eventually, she was given the 
official title of “Our Lady of Mount Carmel.” 

 
The Carmelites look to Our Lady of Mount Carmel as the ultimate model of the interior life consisting of 
prayer, contemplation, and virtue.  As a loving Mother, she leads all of us, her children, to her Son!  Mary 
wants us all to be like her- to love Jesus as much as she loves Him herself! 
 

 

Blue 
  

LOURDES house 
  

 
Of course, Mary, Jesus’ mother, is the greatest saint. She has appeared to many people over the centuries. 
Each place she has appeared she has been given a different title. Our Lady of Lourdes was the title she 
was given after she visited Bernadette Soubirous, a fourteen-year-old girl in 1858. Bernadette lived in a 
very poor house in Lourdes, France, with her parents, two brothers, and a sister. (It used to be a jail!) 
One day Bernadette was out with her sister and a friend to gather wood for the fire. Bernadette, who 
suffered from asthma and was often sick, did not cross over the stream to gather wood on the other side 



with her sister and friend. While they were gone, Bernadette heard a noise over near a cave-like area, and 
she went to investigate. There, Bernadette saw a lovely lady dressed in white who had a blue sash around 
her waist and a rose on each foot.  

 
Bernadette prayed the rosary with this lady before she disappeared. The lady asked her to come back 
again. The lady appeared to Bernadette a total of eighteen times. Bernadette was teased and laughed at; 
many believed that she was either imagining the appearances of Our Lady or making it up. 
 
When a spring miraculously appeared after one of the visions, many who doubted her began to believe. 
Those who bathed in the spring were often cured of serious sickness or disability. Eventually, the lady 
identified herself as the Blessed Mary.  It was then that people realised for sure that it was Mary, the 
mother of God, appearing to Bernadette. 

 
 

Red 

FATIMA house  

  

 

 
 
Our Lady of Fatima is also known as Our Lady of the Rosary. She appeared to three little children named 
Lucia, Jacinta, and Francisco. She asked them to pray the rosary every day and make sacrifices so that 
sinners could go to heaven. Many people did not believe the children’s stories about her, so she granted a 
miracle and made the sun dance in the sky. 

Our New Playgrounds are under Construction this week! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Portable Defib Devices 

 
The school has now in our possession, two 
portable automated external defibrillators that 
staff will carry with them on all excursions, 
camps and off-site activities. We are lucky to 
also have an AED in our school (near foyer on 
way to church outside staff room). 
 
This will ensure quick and life-saving treatment 
is on hand if ever we should need. 



Hardcourts will be Repainted 

The lines on our hardcourts will be repainted in the 

coming weeks which will make the areas more defined. 

Indeed the children are enjoying using them again.  

Literacy Testing 

Thank you for bringing your children in for their formal 

pre-testing in Literacy. Our teachers found great benefit 

in having this uninterrupted time to gain an accurate 

measure of where to start the year with your child in 

terms of their Literacy learning and they also valued this 

1-1 time to build on their rapport with each of their 

students for 2023. We hope that your children also enjoyed this opportunity to spend time with their teacher 

and ease into the New Year. 

Music Lessons at St Ambrose Parish Primary School  

Music lessons are back at St Ambrose in 2023, hosted by Jacob Petrossian.  

 

I am excited to return to St Ambrose this year as the music tutor. I loved teaching here last year and getting 

to know the community here in Woodend. I am looking forward to welcoming you all back for another year 

of music.  

 

I offer lessons for the following instruments  

 Guitar 
 Keyboard 
 Bass 
 Drums 
 Singing 
 Ukulele 

 
I offer 20 minute lessons at the following rates  

 $15 per lesson: group of 5 
 $22 per lesson: group of 2 
 $30 per lesson: one on one 

 
Get in touch to enquire about music lessons and terms/conditions 

 

Phone: 04 3142 5482 

Email: jacobpetrossian94@gmail.com 

 

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/JacobPetrossian     

 

Jacob Petrossian - Musician  

 

Facebook Page 

YouTube Channel Instagram 

 

Be Sunsmart: Apply Sunscreen 

During term one and term four we ask that our children apply sunscreen before they come to school. Each 

class also has a supply of sunscreen which is reapplied before going out to lunch. Children need also to 

wear their St Ambrose sunhat when outdoors. Your child may also bring their own sunscreen from home if 

you prefer a particular brand or if your child has skin allergies. You can access our SunSmart policy via this 

link - SunSmart Policy 

mailto:jacobpetrossian94@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/JacobPetrossian
http://www.facebook.com/JacobPetrossianMusic
https://www.youtube.com/JacobPetrossian
https://www.instagram.com/jrpetrossian/
http://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/St-Ambrose-SunSmart-Policy.pdf
https://freepngimg.com/png/48325-music-notes-image-png-image-high-quality
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


Relocation of Administration and Staffroom 

We will be relocating the administration office into the current 1-2C/M room from February 23rd. 

The office will then be accessible via the external door of this room. Our staffroom will be in the 

parish hall kitchen and Debbie Geisler’s and my office will be relocated to the current year 1-2 R/L 

classroom. We will update you when this happens. We hope to move back into the newly 

renovated administration and staff area in the middle of the year.  

Photo Permission 

Each family signs a photo permission authority when they enrol at our school. This allows us to 

use photos of your children in our newsletters and on our website. Sometimes they are also used 

in local papers. Those families who do not wish their children’s photo to be used let us know if you 

haven’t done so already. If you wish to update or change these permissions please contact Justine 

at the office.  

 

Student Birthdays 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Term Dates 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 February Isla N 
4 February Teddy M 
5 February Ava H 
  Joseph O 
7 February Henry B 
  Varli F 



School Uniform 
 
Your children are looking very smart in their uniforms. Our uniform policy can be accessed via this 
link Uniform Policy & Dress Code All of our students are expected to wear the school uniform. This 
includes plain navy socks. Sports socks with logos are not part of our school uniform.  
 

Year 6 Rugby Tops for 2023 

The students collaborated on their class name for the year 
which is,” Year Six Champions” and their tops also display our 
PBL four expectations which they will lead in our school. The 
Year 6 class may wear the rugby top throughout the year on 
any day. All students now have their sports shirt and they may 
wear on sports days in terms 1-3 and on any day in term 4.  

We thank Lisa & Adam Johnstone (ICON), who supplied the 
rugby tops and Buffalo Sports who supplied the shirts. The 
students are very happy with them! 

Around the Classrooms and in the playground 

  

   

   

http://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Uniform-Policy-Dress-Code.pdf


 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 
Bronwyn Phillips 
Principal 
 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  



 
 



 
 



 

 



No Birthday & Food Treats 

 
Birthdays are significant milestones in life. At St Ambrose we 

celebrate and acknowledge this special occasion for our students 

both at a whole school and class level. At assembly, students are 

presented with a certificate that marks this special occasion and we 

as a school get the opportunity to sing ‘Happy Birthday’ to them. 

Within the class, special mention is made of their birthday as well 

as being included in classroom prayer. 

 

While it is not necessary to celebrate birthdays at school, we 

understand that parents often want to celebrate their child’s 

birthday with their class. We do not object to this but must 

consider the implications when providing treats in the form of 

food for students be it for birthdays or other special days. The 

concerns regarding cross-contamination highlights how careful we 

must be. Together with issues regarding food allergies and parental 

consent regarding what food their child is to eat, the matter within 

this community has been widely discussed. 

 

After much discussion and consultation, and taking the 

above matters into consideration, we ask that parents 

refrain from providing food treats for the class. This 

decision is based upon ensuring the health and safety of 

all our students.  



COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

 
 

   



      
 
 

 
 
   

 

 


