
 
 
 
 
 
 

We respectfully acknowledge
the traditional custodians 

of the land on which 
our school is built. We pay our
respects to elders past, present,

and emerging. This Mother's
Day we remember our

indigenous mothers and pay our
respects to them.
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Dear families, parishioners, and friends,
 

It was a joy to catch up with many of our
mums, grandmothers, and significant people

on Monday to officially celebrate and
acknowledge the most important women &

people in our children's lives. Although 
this day is marked each year, I hope that 
you feel nourished knowing that you are

appreciated every day in the hearts of your
children and in the lives of those 

that you touch.
 

Our liturgy on Monday gave us the
opportunity to stop and reflect on what it

means to be cared for and to care. For those
of us who can’t be with our mother now, 
we know that the presence of a mother 

can take many forms at different times in 
our lives. 

 
 I hope that everyone had an enjoyable

weekend, whatever your story. I hope that
 you found time to smile and to give thanks. 
 I thank God for the gift of my mother and 
the legacy that she left. I also give thanks
 to the many people who have shown love 
and care to me in my life. What a blessing

these people are! 
 

Our children have been active both within 
our school grounds as well as out in the
community and in inter-school events.
We are so proud of the 14 students who

qualified for the regional cross country at 
St Arnaud. We've had outstanding results 

in the competition to this point.  
The regional level is a big step up where 
our children will be competing against a 

broad range of students. We wish our
students every success at this next stage. 
Our girls are heading to Chewton to play

soccer at the next level in early June after
winning the grand final against Candlebark. 

Well done to them too!
 

You may have read about our school's success
in receiving a $25,000.00 grant from the
government! The Schools Upgrade Fund

program is part of a $250 million commitment
to improve school infrastructure. 

 

Message from
the Principal
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We were very pleased to receive this funding
which we will use to add shade sails over our

year 1-3 play area which is very exposed. If
we have money left over we will put it

towards outdoor furniture in our outdoor
classroom area at the back of the library. We

are grateful that we can make our
playground safer and user-friendly with the

upgrades that are now possible. 
 

"Christ has no body but yours, no
hands, no feet on earth but yours.

Yours are the eyes with which he looks
compassionately on this world. Yours
are the feet with which he walks to do
good. Yours are the hands, with which

he blesses all the world."
St. Teresa of Avila
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Sibling Enrolments  

Parents as Helpers in
the Classroom

We are just about at the end of our
enrolment period now so if you need to

enrol any siblings in our school for
2024, now is the time to do it! 

We want to ensure that we can plan
forward to include all who would like a

place in our school in 2024.

Line Marking 

We have had new lines marked on our
hardcourts which has sparked

enthusiasm amongst our students to
play ball games again. We will work

towards seeking the means to add turf
over the courts in the future.

Student Teacher in Prep

Our New Ball 
Storage Shed

Thanks to Paul Gaskin who built our
sports equipment storage shed to
enable easy access to our sports

resources for our students at recess
and lunch times. Our sports leaders

oversee the lending out and returning
of items. 

We are delighted to have our parents
assisting again in the classrooms. If you

would like to support the learning in
your child's class make contact with

their class teacher. You need a current
WWCC and to have completed our

parent as helper training course within
the past three years.  

We welcome Becky Doyle who is bringing
further expertise and enthusiasm into the

Prep room!
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Parents & Friends News
The newly formed Parents and Friends

committee is organising and supervising their
first event for the year, and it's all for the

children to have fun!
The St. Ambrose school glow disco is taking

place on Friday 23rd June (the last day of term),
so hold off on heading away on holidays!
School is dismissed at 2.30 pm that day.
The Prep to Two students disco is from 

4- 5.30 pm.
The Grades Three to Six students can come

boogie from 5.45 - 7 pm.
Venue: Woodend Tennis Club

DJ Company: BopTilYouDrop (DJ, games, UV
lighting so children 'glow')

If your child would like to come along but may
not like the loud music, we can provide some

noise-cancelling headphones.
Students will be supervised indoors for the

duration of the disco with nominated parent
supervisors. We ask you not to stay unless you
are a nominated supervisor. We also ask you to
drop off and pick up promptly at the allocated

times to avoid congestion.
Some snacks will be provided so please let us

know of any dietary requirements on this form.
Also please let us know if you think your child

will be coming along!
We'd love some more people on the sub-

committee to help our organising the event and
in the afternoon/evening. If you'd like to help

out, please reply yes on the Operoo form.
We hope to fund this event by running a cake

stall outside the Woodend Newsagency on
Saturday, June 17th. A separate Operoo will be
sent out for this asking for cake donations and

helpers at the stall.
We hope the children will be really excited and

have great fun at this event.
Our first meeting for the year is on

6th June at 7 pm.
 

 Urquhart St Entry

 Can you remind your children to refrain from
jumping over the fence. The ground is wet
and slippery and we don't want children to
injure themselves. The path pictured is the

entry point if dropping off on this side. Thank
you for your co-operation.

 

Our Canteen is Open 
Again! 

 Ambrose Care 

Our children are enjoying having the canteen
open again! Thank you to the amazing team
for all they have done to enable our families

to have this option again. Katie is doing a
super job cooking on Tuesdays ready for the

students to order on Wednesdays. Thanks also
to our canteen committee Danielle P, Danielle

G, Nicole, Michelle, Chelsey and Angela and
Kristy who assisted on Wednesday.  

Our Ambrose Care volunteers have
resumed cooking and have meals

available to those who could use a
helping hand. 

Thank you to the team of helpers.
If you would like to assist with the next
cooking day, please contact the office.

If you drop off and pick up along Urquhart St
we ask that you use the gate leading into the

presbytery yard that leads into the schoolyard
on the south side of our building.
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MACS Digital
Ambition Consultation

Reviewing the Digital Ambition Draft for
Consultation. 

Providing feedback to the targeted
questions via a quick online survey. This

link will remain open until Friday 26
May. Survey Link 

Attend online ‘drop-in’ sessions where
the MACS team will be happy to answer

any questions directly. There is a
dedicated session for parents and
families on Monday 22 May 2023

Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools
(MACS) is developing a Digital Ambition and

is seeking input into the ambition from
school communities across the Archdiocese

of Melbourne. 
 

The MACS Digital Ambition is a statement
of how we will enable our MACS 2030

Strategy through a contemporary
technology experience for all. Importantly,
it will set out how we will provide students,

staff, and whole school communities with
safe, simple, intuitive, and innovative

digital experiences.
 

To ensure our Digital Ambition is aligned
with the needs of our school communities,

MACS is inviting and encouraging you to
participate in this consultation process by:

 

 

 

 - 7:00 – 8:00pm.
 Click here to join the meeting 

 

Winter Uniform 
I have had some families ask if their child

can wear navy shorts throughout the
winter rather than long trousers. Yes, if
students prefer to wear the navy shorts

throughout the winter they can however
they need to wear the long-sleeved shirt

or polo and the jumper or soft shell jacket.
Year six students can wear their rugby
tops. We do ask that students come to

school suitably dressed for cold days. We
strongly advise that children wear a navy

coat as well in the cold weather. Hip
Pocket sells navy coats that are

waterproof. 
 

Uniform list for options.

Caritas Coin Trail

Covid 19 Update

Our students all contributed to our coin
trail with the purpose to raise money for

Caritas as well as have some 
mathematical fun!

Thank you for your kind donations. 
The money raised helps those in third

world countries. 

If you have tested positive for Covid 19
you should isolate from the school for 5
days. Close contacts should wear a mask

on site and test daily.
 

 Covid information.
 

https://macs2030.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/MACS-Digital-Ambition-Draft-for-Consultation.pdf
https://onlinesurvey.cecv.catholic.edu.au/surveys/B2DF38E9-0984-47FE-AB36-C2473CC20A69
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MTcxMmFiY2EtNmRjMC00MzZiLTljMjEtOTk5ZjY4MDM5N2Zm%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%229f6556a2-3b81-4eee-bf65-aa74c61ce9cf%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22aae2c721-e01e-44ca-8d46-5b25bb5fb09d%22%7d
https://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/our-school/uniform-shop/
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/
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Bronwyn Phillips
Principal

 Year Four Camp

School Crossing
Update

 Jake Hart from MRSC has recently
informed us that the Brooke St crossing

works are currently out for tender and he
expects the contractor to be appointed by

the end of June with work completed
between August and October. It's running

late, but still going to happen! 

We thank our year 4 staff who ensured that
our children emersed themselves in the
activities offered. Although the rain was

persistent our children we not deterred and
are commended for their resilience and

determination.  Learn more about what they
did throughout their camp later in this

newsletter!

STEAM in the Classrooms 

New Bag Pegs

We thank you for assisting your child (prep-
year one) to hang their bag onto their peg

each morning. The pegs have been adjusted
to make it easy for the children to do this

independently.

Our students have thoroughly
enjoyed their STEAM work where

they became very engaged in
inventing and creating. Much

learning occured through
collaborating together!

“Courage starts with showing up and letting
ourselves be seen.” 

Brene Brown
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Student News

Student Initiatives Student Awards
Prep K   Harry O for showing care and kindness towards his
              friends by cheering them up.
Prep K   Mack R for showing kindness and consideration for 
              his classmates.
Prep K   Coby S for working hard to form letters correctly and 
              showing persistance even when it's tricky!
1/2CM  David Y for being such a great friend to his peers!  
             Well done.
1/2CM  Marli P for her kindness and generosity towards others.
1/2CM  Gwen G for sharing and putting her hand up!  Fantastic.
1/2CM  Ryder M for always showing kindness to his classmates!
1/2R     Augie L for making kind choices in the classroom.
1/2R     Jordan M for working so hard on his reading skills!
1/2R     Rose B for sharing her rich vocabulary in writing time!
1/2R     Poppy C for practicing correct numeral formation!
1/2RL   Lachie G for always being kind to others.
1/2RL   Darcy S for your amazing writing.  Well done!
1/2RL   Alice C for always using your manners in the classroom.
1/2RL   Ruby W for always taking part in class discussions. 
3/4M   Varli F for her dedication to her reading.
3/4M   Mila C for her wonderful picture story books.
3/4O   Archer B for being respectful and supporting the class.
3/4O   Max N for showing courage and trying new things 
            on camp.
3/4O   Harriet F for showing incredible resilience while 
            on camp.
3/4O    Eire B for showing all the expected behaviours.
5/6CT  Elijah E for being helpful and kind in class.
5/6CT  Seth X for great effort in all his school work.
5/6M   Spencer R for his great understanding  of Chance 
            experiments.  Well done.
5/6M   Ruby P for always trying her hardest to be successful in 
            everything she does.
5/6P    Tom C for excellent understanding of Chance concepts.
5/6P    Aria B for settling in well into St Ambrose and 5/6P.

PBL Bronze Award 
20 Bee Gotcha Tickets

Lucy S, Rose AG, Ivy H, Ryder M, David Y,
 Emily S, Lily A, Tess J, Neve E-S, Gwen G

Sports Star of the Week
Elliot N for excellent dribbling skills in PE!

James K for excellent rhythm in PE lessons!
Ava R for putting on a soccer masterclass at

Cobaw Sport!
 

Jessica and Hayley are pictured
planning for their dance group. 

Alexandra M, Catalina, and Liv are
preparing to offer a colouring in

competition option. 
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Student News

Congratulations
 Alexandra

15 May         Jacob W
18 May         Evie M
19 May         Arthur H
21 May         Catalina S
23 May        Jessica F

 A BIG Congratulations
to Alexandra M on

Winning First Prize in
the essay competition

recently held in Seymour
at the Central & Upper
Goulburn Group Finals.

The 2022 topic, ’What do
Agricultural shows do for
their local economy’ was
open to all Grade 5 & 6’s.
Alexandra qualified for
this level after winning

at the Kyneton Show last
year.

You are a champion,
Alexandra!

What an achievement!

Student Representative
Council

We congratulate the following students on
being elected as their class SRC

representative: Sonny B (absent),
Sebastian, James, Audrey, Marli, Haley,

Ava, Asher & Elijah.

to contribute ideas and form partnerships. 
to co-plan and initiate learning. 
to allow for students to be consulted about decisions made within the school. 

 The purpose of the SRC is to strengthen student voice and agency across the school: 

     A student from each class was elected from year 1 to year 5. 
 Each grade went through a process and voted on its own student council member. 

The student representative will sit for half a year. They will meet once per fortnight. 
The Grade 3/4 team will rotate to facilitate meetings. 

The first SRC will be charged with deciding how the students will consult with their council
members, and deciding how the SRC will communicate its ideas with leadership and the rest of the
students.
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Student News

Last Friday we had 29 students from Grade
5 and 6 compete in the Cobaw district

soccer competition at Dixon field in
Gisborne.

Both the boys and girls teams were very
strong and did a brilliant job playing

against many different schools in our area.
The boys were only defeated twice, just
missing the grand final. The girls were

undefeated and were premiers winning the
Grand Final against Candlebark.

The girls team now progress to the
Goldfields division event at Chewton on

June 2nd.
Thanks to Seona and Michelle helping out

with the girls team and Paul for helping the
boys.

 

Hunter C in Grade Six made it through the
first trial and now goes to the basketball

state selection camp in June over two days!
Great work Hunter!

Cobaw District Soccer

Congratulations to Hunter C 
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N a t i o n a l  S i m u l t a n e o u s  S t o r y t i m e  ( N S S )  i s  a n  A u s t r a l i a - w i d e
g r o u p  r e a d i n g  a n d  l i t e r a c y  e v e n t ,  w h e r e  s c h o o l s ,  l i b r a r i e s  a n d
o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  g a t h e r  s c h o o l - a g e  c h i l d r e n  t o g e t h e r  t o  r e a d

t h e  s a m e  c h o s e n  p i c t u r e  b o o k  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e .
 T h i s  y e a r  N S S  t a k e s  p l a c e  o n  

W e d n e s d a y  2 4  M a y  2 0 2 3  a t  1 1 : 0 0 a m .
O u r  P r e p  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  v i s i t  t h e  W o o d e n d  L i b r a r y  

t o  j o i n  i n  o n  t h i s  e v e n t .

V i c t o r i a n  P r e m i e r s  R e a d i n g  C h a l l e n g e  
S t .  A m b r o s e  i s  e n c o u r a g i n g  y o u r  c h i l d r e n  t o  r e a d  e v e r y  d a y !

J o i n  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  P r e m i e r s  R e a d i n g  C h a l l e n g e  b y  c l i c k i n g  o n
t h e  l i n k  a b o v e  o r  G o o g l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  c h a l l e n g e .  

 S i g n  y o u r  c h i l d  u p  a n d  s t a r t  r e a d i n g .  
A l l  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  c o n t a i n e d  o n  t h e  w e b s i t e .

H a v e  F U N  a n d  g e t  r e a d i n g !  

https://www.vic.gov.au/premiers-reading-challenge
https://www.vic.gov.au/premiers-reading-challenge
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GRADE 4 CAMP
 

"Camp was amazing, I loved Canoeing and I loved the zipline."Camp was amazing, I loved Canoeing and I loved the zipline.  
I loved having the chance to do fun activities away fromI loved having the chance to do fun activities away from  
Home” – IslaHome” – Isla

“I liked the Canoeing. I kept thinking I would fall into the fountain.“I liked the Canoeing. I kept thinking I would fall into the fountain.  
Thankfully we didn’t. The people in my cabins were really funny and fun toThankfully we didn’t. The people in my cabins were really funny and fun to
hang out with.” – Amityhang out with.” – Amity

""I liked the flying fox. Camp was good." - CaysenI liked the flying fox. Camp was good." - Caysen

“I loved the flying fox and the canoeing and bombardment.” – Poppy“I loved the flying fox and the canoeing and bombardment.” – Poppy

""Camp was amazing because it was so fun to hang out with other people.Camp was amazing because it was so fun to hang out with other people.
The staff were so kind. The food was delicious. Even though there wasThe staff were so kind. The food was delicious. Even though there was
another school there at the time, they were all really nice too.” - Rubyanother school there at the time, they were all really nice too.” - Ruby

“It was great.” - Emily“It was great.” - Emily

""It was awesome because we had so many good activities." - IsaacIt was awesome because we had so many good activities." - Isaac

""It was awesome. The staff members were so kind and helpful.” – MaddyIt was awesome. The staff members were so kind and helpful.” – Maddy
YY

""It was awesome to have fun with all the grade 4’s." - ElkeIt was awesome to have fun with all the grade 4’s." - Elke

""I’d recommend it. 5 stars” – EthanI’d recommend it. 5 stars” – Ethan

""Amazing food and amazing flying fox." – ArchieAmazing food and amazing flying fox." – Archie

""I liked the zipline." - MiaI liked the zipline." - Mia

""It was fun. I really enjoyed canoeing." – Hattie FIt was fun. I really enjoyed canoeing." – Hattie F

""Camp was great. I really liked playing dodgeball." - TylerCamp was great. I really liked playing dodgeball." - Tyler

""It was good." – JoelIt was good." – Joel

“Fun. Why? It just was.” – Tom“Fun. Why? It just was.” – Tom

""The Camp was fun. The food was great and I loved the flying fox." –The Camp was fun. The food was great and I loved the flying fox." –
SonnySonny

""It was good. The flying fox was fun. Bombardment at the end as reallyIt was good. The flying fox was fun. Bombardment at the end as really
good. Disc golf was my favourite." – Zachgood. Disc golf was my favourite." – Zach

""Despite the rain, the setting was beautiful and picturesque." - SandyDespite the rain, the setting was beautiful and picturesque." - Sandy
  

11Grade 4 Camp

Student
Reflections
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AROUND THE SCHOOL
 

C a r i t a s  L o n g e s t  C o i n  L i n e .
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G i r l s  
S o c c e r  T e a m .



Triple P is a government endorsed FREE parenting program thatTriple P is a government endorsed FREE parenting program that  
is designed to show parents how they can best support theiris designed to show parents how they can best support their
children’s emotional wellbeing. Available online or, forchildren’s emotional wellbeing. Available online or, for  

regional Victoria, there are face to face seminars.regional Victoria, there are face to face seminars.  
  

Why is Triple P's positive parenting program so different?Why is Triple P's positive parenting program so different?  
Because it gives you proven strategies to teach life skills, toBecause it gives you proven strategies to teach life skills, to
help your child to be happy, confident and successful. In thehelp your child to be happy, confident and successful. In the
meantime, your home life will be better too… with rules andmeantime, your home life will be better too… with rules and

routines that work, stronger relationships, and less stress!routines that work, stronger relationships, and less stress!  

For online programFor online program              Online parenting programOnline parenting program

For more details on the upcoming seminarsFor more details on the upcoming seminars              Face to face seminarsFace to face seminars
  

Mental Health & Wellbeing at St AmbroseMental Health & Wellbeing at St Ambrose

  
Erin BrassErin Brass

15Mental Health & Wellbeing

https://www.triplep-parenting.net.au/vic-en/triple-p/
https://www.triplep-parenting.net.au/vic-en/free-parenting-courses/support-for-bushfire-affected-regions/


JOIN THE CELEBRATION OF ALL THINGS 

Wondering
 

“As I looked down at the Earth — this stunning, fragile oasis, this island that has been
given to us, and that has protected all life from the harshness of space — a sadness came
over me, and I was hit in the gut with an undeniable, sobering contradiction. In spite of
the overwhelming beauty of this scene, serious inequity exists on the apparent paradise

we have been given. I couldn’t help thinking of 
the nearly one billion people who don’t have clean water to drink, the countless number
who go to bed hungry every night, the social injustice, conflicts, and poverty that remain

pervasive across the planet. Seeing Earth from this vantage point gave me a unique
perspective … (that) ‘home’ (is) the planet in its entirety 

and (we are) … one human family” (NASA astronaut, Ron Garan).
 
 

Faith & Family

Sacrament of Confirmation
 

Sunday 18 June
Sacrament of Confirmation Mass

- 1pm
St Ambrose Church

 

For all Faith & Family related matters, please email:  nicole.sherlockbyrne@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au
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Click here for the
Gospel Reflection: Final Farewell (Jn 14: 1-12)

Y O U R  P A R A G R A P H  T E X T

Let us pray,
 

May today there be peace within. 
May you trust God that you are exactly where you are meant to be. 

May you not forget the infinite possibilities that are born of faith. 
May you use those gifts that you have received, and pass on the love that has been 

given to you. 
May you be content knowing you are a child of God.

Let this presence settle into your bones, and allow your soul the freedom to 
sing, dance, praise and love. 

It is there for each and every one of us. 
Amen.

 
Macdonald, Stacey 2013

 

mailto:nicole.sherlockbyrne@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1q3jPbojtig-JAbB6HBwrjJENkj6Ow3Ti/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1q3jPbojtig-JAbB6HBwrjJENkj6Ow3Ti/view
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