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We acknowledge and respect the past and present
Elders, the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people, and custodians of this land the Dja Dja
Wurrung people. Thank you for protecting and

preserving our land Australia in the past, for
sharing it now and educating us for the future.

Jesus, you are light
even in the darkest

places.
Help us to trust in

you when we are lost
or lonely.

Shine hope into our
hearts we pray. 

Amen.
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Dear families, parishioners, and friends,

This week we congratulated our students who entered
their work in the Kyneton show. All work was

commended! Indeed it made an eye-catching exhibition
and other pieces an engaging read for patrons to admire.
You can see the details later in this edition which include

a winning entrant in the writing competition!

I had the pleasure of meeting again this week with our
PFA (Parents & Friends Association) A team of devoted

parents are actively working to enable further
opportunity for engagement and enjoyment for our

students and community. 

Last week our fete committee (sub-committee of the
PFA) asked for your support to ensure that we can go
ahead with our planned fete and make this event one 

for our children, families, and local community to 
come together and have some fun.  

As part of our SAC initiative to involve families in our
school and to ensure we can offer programs that

maximise the use of our fantastic school facility, we are
asking you to volunteer in some way to support our

school fete. Note that this can be your 2 (or more) hour
contribution for term one. If you scroll to the next page

you will see the range of areas where you can be of
service. Contact details are also included.

We sincerely thank you in advance for giving your
support wherever you can (every contribution helps!)

We do need your help to make our fete happen.
Our fete committee is looking forward to hearing 

from you! 

Message from the Principal

We invite all those needing to do their parent as helper
training course (this needs to be done every three years) to

attend our first opportunity to train for the 2024, 2025 &
2026 school years to join us on Step Up day

 (Tuesday December 5th) in the staff room at 9.10 am. 
The training course takes approximately one hour. 

St Ambrose Day
Celebrations

Parent as Helper Training

Class Groupings for
2024 & Uniform Fitting

Our teachers are currently collaborating to finalise our
class groupings for 2024. Your children will find out who

their teacher for 2024 is on step-up day on December
5th. Note that Hip Pocket will be onsite with uniform
items that your children can try for sizing purposes.

You can see them in the admin area between  11.00 and
12.00 pm on this day. They will also offer a sizing time at

the end of term 1, 2, and 3. 
Uniform information

Living Rosary

Building Update

We have kite-making and Green Hat (block
construction) workshops planned to celebrate our
patron saint's feast day. Students can also order a

special St Ambrose Day lunch box from the canteen
(detailed later in the newsletter) and all students will
receive a lemonade icypole! More details to follow!

On Monday we welcomed Br. Louis, 
Br. Giovani, Sr. Michele, Sr. Natalie from the AHFI

missionary, along with Fr. Arnold (Kilmore PP). 
Our children prayed the Rosary while taking part in

putting together a giant rosary using helium balloons.
This event marked our recognition of the month of the
Rosary (October) We thank the AHFI as well as Edward

Seychell for organising this sacred hour.

The new carpet has
almost finshed being

laid in the new library
and 5-6 area. We will
soon be moving back
in to this space! The

picture shows the
colour scheme and
furnishings ordered

for what will be a
beautiful learning

area!

St Ambrose Diversity &
Inclusion Committee

(SADI)
Our St Ambrose Diversity and Inclusion Committee

(SADI) have an introductory article coming up in this
bulletin which is worth reading! You may like to join or

seek support from this group. They welcome you to
reach out at any stage. 

https://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/our-school/uniform-shop/


WE NEED YOUR HELP!

T h a n k  y o u  s o  m u c h  t o  t h o s e  p a r e n t s  w h o  h a v e  c o m e  f o r w a r d  t o  o f f e r
a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  2 0 2 4  S c h o o l  a n d  P a r i s h  F e t e .

T h e  c o m m i t t e e  n e e d  y o u r  h e l p  a n d  t h i s  i s  a  w o n d e r f u l  a n d  r e w a r d i n g  w a y  t o
m e e t  o t h e r  p a r e n t s  a n d  c o n t r i b u t e  t o w a r d s  o u r  w o n d e r f u l  c o m m u n i t y .  D o n ' t

f o r g e t  t o  f o l l o w  a l o n g  o n  F a c e b o o k  @ s t a m b r o s e p a r i s h s c h o o l f e t e

B B Q
A r e  y o u  h a n d y  w i t h  t h e  t o n g s ?   T h e  F e t e  C o m m i t t e e  a r e  s e e k i n g  a  s c h o o l
p a r e n t  w h o  c a n  t a k e  o w n e r s h i p  o f  t h e  B B Q  a t  t h e  F e t e .   T h i s  r o l e  w o u l d

i n c l u d e  g a t h e r i n g  t o g e t h e r  y o u r  t e a m  o f  h e l p e r s  a n d  e n s u r i n g  a l l  o f  t h e  g e a r
i s  r e a d y  t o  g o  f o r  a  b u s y  m o r n i n g  o f  c o o k i n g .   T h e  c o m m i t t e e  w i l l  o f f e r  p l e n t y

o f  s u p p o r t  i n  t h e  l e a d  u p  t o  t h e  d a y .  
P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  A m a n d a  L e e  0 4 2 0  4 1 5  7 6 1  o r  S o p h i e  L y n c h   0 4 7 8  3 1 3  1 9 1

i f  y o u  c a n  t a k e  o n  t h i s  r o l e .

S I L E N T  A U C T I O N
W e  a r e  s e e k i n g  d o n a t i o n s  f r o m  w i t h i n  t h e  S c h o o l  a n d  P a r i s h  c o m m u n i t y .  D o

y o u  h a v e  a  s e r v i c e  y o u  c a n  o f f e r  o r  a r e  y o u  w i l l i n g  t o  d o n a t e  a  p r i z e ?  
W e  w o u l d  b e  s o  g r a t e f u l  f o r  a n y  a n d  a l l  d o n a t i o n s .  

P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  S o p h i e  L y n c h  i n  p e r s o n  o r  o n  0 4 7 8  3 1 3  1 9 1

S E C O N D  H A N D  B O O K S
J o d i e  W a r n e r  i s  g e n e r o u s l y  c o - o r d i n a t i n g  t h e  b o o k  s t a l l .  H a v e  y o u  g o t  a n y

g o o d  q u a l i t y  s e c o n d  h a n d  b o o k s  t o  d o n a t e  t o  h e l p  m a k e  t h i s  s t a l l  a  s u c c e s s ?
T h e s e  c a n  b e  l e f t  a t  t h e  f r o n t  o f f i c e .

F A C E -  P A I N T I N G
W e  a r e  s e e k i n g  a  f e w  m o r e  c r e a t i v e  p a r e n t s  t o  h e l p  o u t .  D o  y o u  h a v e  a  h i d d e n

t a l e n t  y o u ' d  l i k e  t o  s h a r e ?  I f  s o ,  w e ' d  r e a l l y  l o v e  t o  h e a r  f r o m  y o u .

S e n s a t i o n a l  s c o n e s  a n d  s u m m e r  f r u i t s  f o r  t h e  f e t e .  
S u m m e r  i s  c o m i n g  a n d  w e  w o u l d  l o v e  t o  h e a r  f r o m  a n y o n e  t h a t  h a s  a  g a r d e n

w i t h  b o u n t i f u l  s u m m e r  f r u i t s  t o  c o m e  s u c h  a s ;  a p r i c o t s ,  r a s p b e r r i e s
s t r a w b e r r i e s  o r  p l u m s .  O r  a n y o n e  w h o  h a s  a  l e m o n  t r e e  t h a t  f r u i t s  a l l  y e a r .  

A l l  i n  t h e  n a m e  o f  J a m .  

D o  y o u  m a k e  s e n s a t i o n a l  s c o n e s  l i k e  g r a n d m a  u s e d  t o  m a k e ?   
O r  a r e  y o u  a  j a m  w h i z  i n  t h e  k i t c h e n ?   W e  w o u l d  l o v e  t o  h e a r  f r o m  y o u .  

A  t r a d i t i o n a l  s c h o o l  f e t e  i s n ' t  c o m p l e t e  w i t h o u t  D e v o n s h i r e  t e a !  
P l e a s e  c a l l  A n i t a  L a  F o r g i a  0 4 0 3 9 6 7 8 8 5  o r  A m y  C a i r n s  0 4 0 2  5 1 6  7 6 6

 N o w  i s  t h e  t i m e  t o  s t a r t  t a k i n g  c u t t i n g s  a n d  d i v i d i n g  p l a n t s  s o  t h e y  a r e
l o o k i n g  f a n t a s t i c  c o m e  M a r c h .  W e  w i l l  r e a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .

 I f  y o u  n e e d  p o t s  o r  o t h e r  s u p p l i e s  p l e a s e  g e t  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  
H e l e n  M o r r o n g i e l l o  o n  0 4 3 3  6 9 8  4 7 6 .

School News 3

https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=stambroseparishschoolfete
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St Ambrose Diversity
& Inclusion Committee

(SADI)
What is the SADI?

Earlier this year, working closely with our principal Bronwyn Phillips, a group of St Ambrose
parents came together to formalise the Saint Ambrose Diversity and Inclusion Committee (DIINC).

A subcommittee of the St Ambrose School Advisory Council (SAC), the SADI draws on the
expertise and lived experience of the pre-existing ‘inclusion network for parents of Saint Ambrose’

and the work of the SAC in 2022-2023
Our committee aims to benefit each person in our school community including all students, staff,

St Ambrose families and our broader community.  Acknowledging that a deeper sense of
belonging and inclusion for each individual and group, in turn increases the overall wellbeing of the

entire community.

We need your help
We’re seeking guidance and leadership from school families and individuals who identify as

Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander. So, if this is you or your family we’d be honoured to hear from
you. We are respectful of the enormous work such generous contributions can involve and will

take your lead on the amount of time and knowledge you are able to share.

We are working alongside our principal Bronwyn, school leadership, teachers, staff and like-
minded groups and individuals in our broader community, to further strengthen the ways in which
Saint Ambrose school community members can connect, find information, deepen knowledge and
work together in the areas of Inclusion and Diversity. This is a journey of learning which we are all

on together.
Next year we’ll be further formalising our committee structure and membership and we’d love for

more parents and families to become involved and support this work.

Our work
We will work to be responsive to the needs of the students and school families and are mindful of

the boundaries of resources and person hours. We work to provide inclusive and varied ways in
which everyone can contribute. Thus far we have identified the following objectives, values,

approach and areas of priority.

Our objectives 
To work alongside students, school leadership, staff and school families:

·to foster a true sense of belonging for all students, staff and school families

·to provide equitable and accessible education for all students at Saint Ambrose

·to foster an environment that supports each individual to participate in their best learning
journey

·Acknowledge and learn from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities

·To amplify the voices of priority groups within our school community including and not limited to
Diversity of Culture, Gender, Social and Economic Status, Ability (e.g. Disability, Gifted Ability) and

Neurodiversity.

Committee Values include being guided by catholic faith-based values, seeking first nations
guidance and leadership and working together towards achieving equity and access in the areas

of inclusion and diversity through increasing representation and visibility of members of our
community with lived experience.



                      
                     Bronwyn Phillips 

                       Principal
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 I hope you can recharge beneath the sun, moon,
clouds, or somewhere with nature weekend
everyone. with nature weekend everyone.

Priority areas for this term 
 Establish and strengthen a staff inclusion and
diversity support team for students, staff and

parents. 

1. Seek collaboration with local First Nations
Communities -through Aboriginal identified families

in the wider Saint Ambrose community.

2. Further development -and enhancement of
existing ‘safe spaces’ within the school and during

all special events (onsite and offsite) including
development of information and education around

accessibility and use of ‘safe spaces’. 

Medium-term priority areas include
3.Establish a diversity and inclusion parents’

support team for new and existing St Ambrose
families who wish to learn more about support and

resources available in the inclusion and diversity
space 

  
4.Development of a St Ambrose online resource

hub with links to resources and information about
supports, resources and processes available. e.g

via the school, MACS, local community etc.

Longer term priority areas include
5.Supporting the provision of a collaborative

education and workshop series to enrich
understanding and increase skills for all students,
staff and families in working to enhance inclusion

and diversity within our school community

6.Working collaboratively with other like-minded
groups within our community

Contacting us
If you’d like to speak with someone about diversity

and inclusion please reach out to the following
staff members who may be able to assist and can

also put you in touch with our committee. 

Your child’s classroom teacher, Erin Brass, Jenny
Boldiston, Debbie Geisler or  Bronwyn Phillips

or reach out opportunistically in person to the St
Ambrose SADI committee members at school

drop-offs and pick-ups.
Manisha Fernando (chair), Nicole Scarborough

(secretary), Rhea Doyle, Jane Oldland & Lavinia
Zirnsak 

Warmest Regards, Manisha and Nicole.

It was super to chat with our parents as their
children shared their work this week.

Many thanks also to Bronwyn Philips for her ongoing
support to establish this group, to all those involved

with the ‘inclusion network for parents of Saint
Ambrose’, to Claire Rowland for her work in helping to

establish the committee, and for her contributions
over past years, and to the members of SAC past and
present for their ongoing support in this important

area of shared learning.
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C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  A v a  R  o n  w i n n i n g  f i r s t  p r i z e  i n  t h e  
c r e a t i v e  w r i t i n g  -  A g e  -  9 - 1 2  y r s  c a t e g o r y !

W e l l  d o n e  S t  A m b r o s e  s t u d e n t s
o n  t h e

 “ O u t s t a n d i n g  S c h o o l  E x h i b i t ” .

Kyneton Show - Student Achievements

Carols Singing &
Dance Club
Facilitators

A s h e r ,  P h o e b e  &  M a d e l i n e
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Support Kai 
in the World's Greatest Shave

H i ,  I ’ m  K a i  a n d  I  a m  s h a v i n g  m y  h a i r  o f f  t o  r a i s e  m o n e y  f o r  c a n c e r .  
M y  g o a l  i s  t o  r e a c h  $ 1 8 0 0 .

I  h a v e  b e e n  g r o w i n g  m y  h a i r  f o r  3  y e a r s .
 M y  d a d  d i e d  f r o m  c a n c e r  w h e n  I  w a s  7  s o  I  k n o w  w h a t  i t  f e e l s  l i k e .  

I  h o p e  t h a t  t h i s  c a n  h e l p  s o m e o n e  i n  n e e d  w h o  i s  s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  c a n c e r .
M y  h a i r  i s  a l s o  g o i n g  t o  b e  m a d e  i n t o  a  w i g  t h a t  I  h o p e  g o e s  t o  s o m e o n e  w h o

i s  s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  c a n c e r  a n d  m i g h t  h a v e  n e e d e d  t o  d o  c h e m o t h e r a p y .    
P l e a s e  h e l p  m e  f i g h t  f o r  t h i s  c a u s e ,  a n d  p l e a s e  d o n a t e  t o  s a v e  l i v e s

a n d  p r e v e n t  k i d s  f r o m  h a v i n g  t o  g o  t h r o u g h  t h e  t r a u m a  
o f  p a r e n t s  d y i n g  f r o m  c a n c e r .  

T h a n k  y o u .  K a i  Z i r n s a k



SCHOOL EVENTS

Christmas Raffle
Online

The winners will be announced at our school picnic 
and Chrismas Carols on 7 December 2023.

Please contact Sandy Howe if you have any questions -
sandy.howe@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au

Thank you for your support!
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https://myschoolconnect.com.au/st-ambrose-ps-raffles 

S h a r e  t h e  l i n k  w i t h  y o u r  f a m i l y  a n d  f r i e n d s !

Your chance to win one
 (or more) of 20 hampers!!

Toys, food, drink,
decorations, vouchers &

more!!

https://myschoolconnect.com.au/st-ambrose-ps-raffles
https://myschoolconnect.com.au/st-ambrose-ps-raffles
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Donations for Christmas Raffle

School Events 9

https://myschoolconnect.com.au/st-ambrose-ps-raffles 

T h a n k  y o u  
f o r  y o u r

c l a s s r o o m
d o n a t i o n s .

P R E P  K  -  T O Y S
A N D  C H I L D R E N ' S

G I F T S .

1 / 2 C M  -
C H R I S T M A S

D E C O R A T I O N S .

1 / 2 W L  -
R E D / G R E E N
C H R I S T M A S
T R I M M I N G S .

1 / 2 R O  -
G O L D / S I L V E R

C H R I S T M A S
T R I M M I N G S .

3 / 4 L  -
 C H R I S T M A S  F A R E

F O O D .

3 / 4 M  -  
C H R I S T M A S  F A R E

F O O D .

3 / 4 O  -
C H R I S T M A S  F A R E

F O O D .

5 / 6 M  -
 C H R I S T M A S

D R I N K S .

5 / 6 P  -
V O U C H E R S .

5 / 6 T  -  
C H R I S T M A S

D R I N K S
/ V O U C H E R S .

S p r e a d  t h e
C h r i s t m a s

C h e e r ! !

https://myschoolconnect.com.au/st-ambrose-ps-raffles
https://myschoolconnect.com.au/st-ambrose-ps-raffles
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A s  p a r t  o f  o u r  i n q u i r y  u n i t ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  e x p l o r i n g  h o w  t h i n g s
c h a n g e .  W h a t  b e t t e r  w a y  t o  o b s e r v e  c h a n g e  t h a n  i n  t h e  k i t c h e n !  T o  h e l p

u s  w i t h  o u r  c o o k i n g  a n d  c r e a t i n g ,  t h e  g r a d e  5 / 6  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  b e e n
h e l p i n g  u s  w i t h  o u r  l e a r n i n g .  

H e r e  a r e  s o m e  p h o t o s  o f  u s  m a k i n g  c u p c a k e s ,  f r u i t  s k e w e r s  a n d  p i z z a s .
T h a n k  y o u  t o  o u r  w o n d e r f u l  p a r e n t  h e l p e r  K a t e  W a r n e !  W i t h o u t  y o u r

s u p p o r t ,  w e  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  e n j o y  s u c h  a  f a b u l o u s  l e a r n i n g
e x p e r i e n c e .  
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AROUND THE SCHOOL 
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AROUND THE SCHOOL 

The Living Rosary

A l m o s t  a  f u l l  y e a r  i n t o  o u r  A u s l a n  j o u r n e y  a t  S t  A m b r o s e ,
 a n d  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a r e  s h o w i n g  f a b u l o u s  s k i l l s  a l r e a d y .  

I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  s o m e  o f  t h e  a m a z i n g  w o r k  o u r  j u n i o r  a n d  s e n i o r  s t u d e n t s  a r e  d o i n g  i n
A u s l a n ,  s c a n  t h e  Q R  c o d e s  b e l o w .  

S o m e  o f  o u r  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  1 / 2  C M  s i g n  t h e i r  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  b o o k  ‘ T h a n ’ s  n o t  m y  D i n o s a u r … ”



Mental Health & Wellbeing at St AmbroseMental Health & Wellbeing at St Ambrose

                                                                                                                                                    Erin BrassErin Brass
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D e a r  L o r d ,

G r a n t  u s  t h e  w i s d o m ,  
t o  r e c o g n i s e  a n d  u s e  

t h e  t a l e n t s  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  y o u ’ v e
g i v e n  t o  u s .  

M a y  w e  b e  f a i t h f u l  s t e w a r d s ,  
i n v e s t i n g  i n  y o u r  k i n g d o m  

w i t h  g e n e r o s i t y  a n d  c o u r a g e .  
H e l p  u s  t o  o v e r c o m e  f e a r  

a n d  e m b r a c e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
t o  u s e  o u r  g i f t s  f o r  y o u r  g r e a t e r  g l o r y .  

A m e n  

For all Faith & Family related matters, please email:  nicole.sherlockbyrne@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au

JOIN THE CELEBRATION OF ALL THINGS 

Faith & Family
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T e r m  4  I m p o r t a n t  R E  D a t e s :

W e d n e s d a y  2 9 t h  N o v e m b e r  -  
3 r d  A d v e n t  L i t u r g y  -  ‘ J o y ’  -  2 . 4 5 p m

W e d n e s d a y  6 t h  D e c e m b e r   -  
E n d  o f  T e r m  4 / S t  A m b r o s e  F e a s t  D a y  M a s s  -  9 . 3 0 a m .

M o n d a y  1 1 t h  D e c e m b e r  -  
G r a d e  6  G r a d u a t i o n  L i t u r g y  -  6 . 3 0 p m

W e d n e s d a y  1 3 t h  D e c e m b e r -  
4 t h  A d v e n t  L i t u r g y  -  ‘ L o v e ’  &  N a t i v i t y  P l a y -  2 . 3 0 p m .  

G O S P E L  R E F L E C T I O N : M A T T H E W  2 5 :  1 4 - 3 0 :  P A R A B L E
O F  T H E  T A L E N T S  -  

 “ F O R  W H O E V E R  H A S  W I L L  B E  G I V E N  M O R E ,  A N D
T H E Y  W I L L  H A V E  A N  A B U N D A N C E .  W H O E V E R  D O E S
N O T  H A V E ,  E V E N  W H A T  T H E Y  H A V E  W I L L  B E  T A K E N

F R O M  T H E M . ”   

W o n d e r i n g s :

W e  h a v e  a  r e s p o n s i b l y  t o  u s e  a n d  m u l t i p l y
t h e  g i f t s  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  g i v e n  b y  G o d .

H a v i n g  f a i t h  i n  s m a l l  m a t t e r s  l e a d s  t o
g r e a t e r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  U l t i m a t e l y ,  i t
c h a l l e n g e s  u s  t o  l i v e  p u r p o s e f u l l y  a n d

i n v e s t  o u r  a b i l i t i e s  f o r  G o d ' s  g l o r y .

Y o u  h a v e  b e e n  g i f t e d  w i t h  a  m y r i a d  o f
t a l e n t s .  

R e f l e c t  u p o n  t h e  g i f t s  G o d  h a s  g i v e n  y o u .  
A r e  y o u  u s i n g  y o u r  g i f t s  f o r  t h e  g r e a t e r

g l o r y  o f  G o d ?  

P A R I S H  N E W S L E T T E R
C H I L D R E N ; S  L I T U R G Y

mailto:nicole.sherlockbyrne@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Vr6nN8w-DNN8_mGshtJ3Rg7nrgAbs1rI/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Vr6nN8w-DNN8_mGshtJ3Rg7nrgAbs1rI/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Vr6nN8w-DNN8_mGshtJ3Rg7nrgAbs1rI/view
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