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Bishop Terry Curtin

Farewell Fr. Martin
One thing we know well about in Woodend is the arrival

of each new season. The cooler weather this week
certainly reminds us that winter is here and it’s time to

prepare for some wet and cold days ahead.  At school we
will always try to find time each day for the children to
run around and play outdoors. This may not always be

the case but whenever possible we will try to find some
moments in the day when we can head outdoors and

enjoy some fresh air. Our winter uniform allows for the
inclusion of a school beanie and coat to help keep the

chills away and jumpers, tights and long trousers will all
assist to keep us a bit warmer in the cold months ahead.
Our educational friends in the northern hemisphere tell

us that there is no such thing as bad weather, just
inappropriate clothing. I’m not sure I totally agree but I
do accept their point!  Let’s make the most of the cool

winter months ahead. Without them, we wouldn’t enjoy
the full gift of the seasons. After all, that’s what God’s gift
of creation is all about.  Rug up everyone and keep warm.

Stay home if unwell and know that we are all
experiencing this beautiful Woodend winter together. 

Message from the Principal

The parish is planning a farewell gathering for Martin
after mass on June 30th in the hall. You are all welcome to
attend. They are calling for volunteers to bring a plate of

food to share or assist planning for this event. Please
contact Sharon Simpson via: sharonlsimpson@msn.com if

you can help in any way.
We will also welcome Fr Martin to our school assembly on
this Wednesday, June 19th at 2.45 pm and attend mass on

Wednesday June 26th at 9.30 am to say thank you and
goodbye. 

2023 Annual Report to the
School Community

Our 2023 St Ambrose ARSC is now available to read on our
website. Click here to read about our achievements.

The Social Justice Team visit Bupa

Fr. John Healy Visits

On Sunday June 23rd at
1.00pm a number of our

students
  are making their

sacrament of Confirmation.
Our Confirmation

candidates  contemplated
some of the deeper

questions in life which
were sparked by Bishop

Terry’s thought provoking
questions and hearing
about some of his life

experiences. Bishop Terry
is looking forward to

meeting our young people
again on their special day.   

It was a great surprise to meet our new parish priest 
Fr John Healy last Wednesday! We look forward to

welcoming Fr. John in July. 

Dear families, parishioners, and friends,
At St Ambrose, we truly value engaging with our

wonderful local community. Over the past weeks, we have
worked with our local Men’s Shed, Rotary Club, Bupa

residents, and St. Vincent De Paul. We thank them all for
their work and for sharing their skills and wisdom with

our students. 
Our dedicated staff are pictured below moderating their
students’ writing as part of assessing where they are at. 

This week the Social Justice Team visited our local Bupa
Aged Care to spend time with the residents in one of their
weekly art classes. The students participated in various art

projects, listened to stories shared by the residents, and
engaged in conversation. The afternoon was a delightful

experience for the residents and the social justice leaders.
The students have been invited to return for the resident's

art exhibition in the coming months.

We have been working on
building our collective
efficacy to offer a high

standard of education to our
students. I congratulate our
staff on the continued work
they are  doing to improve

learning outcomes. 

mailto:sharonlsimpson@msn.com
https://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/2023-ARSC-St-Ambrose-Final.pdf
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   Bronwyn Phillips 
   Principal

Next Newsletter

For more news and photos visit our website 
and look at latest news or click on our

facebook button.
Our next newsletter will be 

published on 
Friday, 28th June.

Our teachers are currently working
on students semester one reports.
These will be available online on

June 28th. 
You will receive notification via
Operoo in the coming weeks to

book in your parent teacher
conversations. 

Semester One Reports &
Parent teacher Conversations

Tech Deck Club

There are many aspects about working with young people that are
uplifting and inspiring. Highlights of my week include meeting

with our students who are passionate about making our school a
place for all to enjoy by sharing their gifts and talents. This week

we commend Mauve, Violet, and Charlotte (info later in this NL) as
well as Josh, Oli and Hunter who are offering the following

opportunity.
 Hi everyone,

This is the Tech Deck club; you can come along and play mini
games, learn new skills, tricks and have fun.

If you would like to participate in the club, we meet at the
library deck on Tuesdays at recess and Thursdays at

lunchtime. Participants will be divided into two age groups,
prep and grade one in the first group, and grade two, three

and four in the second group.
During the Tech Deck club, students will demonstrate tricks with
their tech decks, and we will also show students new to tech decks

how to perform tricks and stunts.
During each meet, each student’s tricks will be scored on a

scale of 1-10 and recorded on a scoring card by Josh, Oli and Hunter.
At the end of the term, a prize will be awarded to a student from

each group that receives the most points for tricks. So, the more you
participate, the more points 

you’ll receive.
The two-prize winners will receive a new tech deck, and all
students will receive a sticker for participating in the club.

There will be no trading of tech decks. If you don’t have a tech deck
we have heaps of spares that you can use during

the club.
Please come and check out our club and have some fun, see

you there!!
From Josh, Oli and Hunter

2025 Prep Offers
If you are wishing to enrol a sibling of a current student
in Prep next year, we urge you to submit your enrolment

application asap. 
 2025 Prep places will be offered next week. 

We are also taking enrolments across all levels.

https://www.facebook.com/people/St-Ambrose-Primary-School-Woodend/61558470521257/
https://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/
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I n  T e r m  2  S t  A m b r o s e  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  l e a r n i n g
a b o u t  m u s i c  t h e o r y ,  i n c l u d i n g  m u s i c a l  t e r m s ,  s u c h
a s  a d a g i o ,  p r e s t o  a n d  a c c e l e r a n d o ,  s p a c e  a n d  l i n e

n o t e s  a n d  t h e  v a r i o u s  t y p e s  o f  n o t e s  a n d  t h e i r
v a l u e .  T h e y  h a v e  b e e n  l e a r n i n g  a l l  a b o u t  p e r c u s s i o n

i n s t r u m e n t s ,  h o w  t o  r e a d  m u s i c ,  w r i t e  t h e i r  o w n
b a r s  o f  m u s i c  n o t a t i o n  a n d  p r e s e n t  i t  e i t h e r  b y

c l a p p i n g ,  s i n g i n g ,  o r  p l a y i n g  p e r c u s s i o n
i n s t r u m e n t s  e i t h e r  w i t h  a  p a r t n e r ,  s m a l l  g r o u p  o r

w h o l e  c l a s s .  
S t u d e n t s  h a v e  e n j o y e d  p l a y i n g  c o l l a b o r a t i v e  g r o u p

g a m e s  t o  e n h a n c e  t h e i r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  m u s i c
t h e o r y  c o n c e p t s .

S t u d e n t s  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  e n g a g e d  i n  l e a r n i n g
r h y t h m  c h a n t s ,  s o n g s  a n d  p o e m s ,  a n d  a b o u t  “ B o d y
P e r c u s s i o n ” .  T h i s  i n c o r p o r a t e s  u s i n g  o u r  b o d i e s  t o

m a k e  p e r c u s s i v e  s o u n d s  a n d  r h y t h m s .  S t u d e n t s  h a v e
b e e n  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  t h e  f o u r  m a i n  b o d y  p e r c u s s i o n

s o u n d s  ( i n  o r d e r  f r o m  l o w e s t  p i t c h  t o  h i g h e s t  i n
p i t c h )  :  s t o m p  ( s t a m p i n g ) ,  p a t s c h  ( p a t t i n g  t h e

t h i g h s  w i t h  h a n d s ) ,  c l a p p i n g  a n d  c l i c k i n g .  
S t u d e n t s  h a v e  h a d  f u n  c r e a t i n g  t h e i r  o w n  b o d y

p e r c u s s i o n  r h y t h m s .
S t u d e n t s  w r i t i n g  t h e i r  o w n  b a r s  o f  m u s i c  n o t a t i o n
a n d  p l a y i n g  i t  t o  t h e i r  p a r t n e r  o n  a  d j e m b e  d r u m .  
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AROUND THE SCHOOL

ROTARY VISIT GRADE 5/6

MAKING DIAORAMAS
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AROUND THE SCHOOL

1 6  J u n e -  O l i v i a  C ,  T o m  C ,  B e n  Y
1 9  J u n e -  T a j  M
2 8  J u n e -  T o r a  C ,  G r a c e  Y
1  J u l y -  R e m y  B
6  J u l y -  A t t i c u s  L
1 6  J u l y  -  E l i s e  M
1 7  J u l y  -  M o l l i e  H
2 7  J u l y  -  M a r g o t  G ,  M o s a k o  S

SOCIAL JUSTICE TEAM VISIT BUPA

Library Club!
I've been running the

Library club for 2 years now,
it's a place to draw, play

board games, read, write and
other quiet games -Violet. 
I had an idea that adds onto
the library club! Sometimes

teachers can’t come to
supervise so Ms. Phillips and

Mrs. Geisler are going  to
supervise the library. -

Charlotte.
Hope you come to join the
fun, we will let you know

when you can come!

Save Stanley Park!
Mauve hopes that you will read about the

future of Stanley Park in Mt. Macedon in the
May 21st edition of the Star Weekly. Council is

proposing to remove play equipment. If you
want to keep this park for children to enjoy

please write your letter to the council. Mauve
is happy to deliver them if you drop them at

the office. 
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M e n t a l  H e a l t h  &  W e l l b e i n g  a t  S t  A m b r o s e

 E r i n  B r a s s

C l i c k
h e r e  f o r
w e b s i t e

a n d
v i d e o s

https://emergingminds.com.au/families/five-ways-to-support-your-childrens-mental-health/
https://emergingminds.com.au/families/five-ways-to-support-your-childrens-mental-health/
https://emergingminds.com.au/families/five-ways-to-support-your-childrens-mental-health/
https://emergingminds.com.au/families/five-ways-to-support-your-childrens-mental-health/
https://emergingminds.com.au/families/five-ways-to-support-your-childrens-mental-health/


Faith & Family

G o s p e l  R e f l e c t i o n :       M a r k  3 : 2 0 - 3 5

T h e  J e s u s  w e  m e e t  i n  t h i s  G o s p e l  i s  v e r y  f a r  f r o m  t h e  c h i l d h o o d  p i c t u r e s  I  s a w  i n  R E  b o o k s ,  p r a y e r  b o o k s
a n d  i n  t h e  B i b l e  s t o r i e s  I  w a s  t o l d  b y  m y  p a r e n t s  a n d  t e a c h e r s .  I n  e v e r y  s t o r y  I  w a s  t o l d  J e s u s  w a s  c a l m ,

c l e a n ,  w e l l  g r o o m e d  a n d  c o n f i d e n t .  P e o p l e  s a t  a t  h i s  f e e t  a n d  l i s t e n e d  a t t e n t i v e l y ,  i n  a w e  o f  h i s  m i r a c l e s
a n d  p o w e r .  I t  i s  a  p l e a s a n t ,  p o s i t i v e ,  f l a t t e r i n g  p i c t u r e  o f  J e s u s  w h i c h  i s  a t t r a c t i v e  a n d  a p p e a l i n g .

S o  w h e n ,  a s  t o d a y ,  w e  c o m e  a c r o s s  a  l e s s  t h a n  f l a t t e r i n g  p i c t u r e  o f  J e s u s  –  a  m a n  w h o  i s  h a s s l e d  a n d
h a r r i e d ,  w h o  i s  c o n s t a n t l y  a t t a c k e d  b y  t h o s e  w h o  r e j e c t  h i s  m e s s a g e  a n d  i s  e v e n  d o u b t e d  b y  h i s  o w n

f a m i l y  –  i t  i s  a  g o o d  i d e a  t o  a s k  w h y ?  W h y  w o u l d  M a r k  a n d  L u k e  w a n t  t o  i n c l u d e  t h i s  s t o r y  i n  t h e i r
G o s p e l s  w h e n  t h e r e  a r e  s o  m a n y  m o r e  f l a t t e r i n g  s t o r i e s  t o  c h o o s e ?

 M a r k  i s  c o n t e n t  t o  l e t  u s  e n c o u n t e r  i n  J e s u s  a  r e a l  a n d  h u m a n  p e r s o n .  H e  a l l o w s  u s  t o  m e e t  a  m a n  w h o
i s  t i r e d  a n d  s t r e s s e d  a n d  i n  n e e d  o f  t i m e  t o  r e c o v e r .  M a r k  s h o w s  u s  a  m a n  w h o s e  m e s s a g e  w a s  n o t

u n i v e r s a l l y  p o p u l a r  o r  a c c e p t e d .  H e  e v e n  a l l o w s  u s  t o  m e e t  a  m a n  w h o s e  o w n  m o t h e r  h a s  d o u b t s  a b o u t
t h e  o v e r a l l  d i r e c t i o n  o f  h i s  l i f e .

W e  l i v e  i n  a  w o r l d  w h e r e  a p p e a r a n c e  a n d  i m p r e s s i o n  a r e  e v e r y t h i n g ;  a  w o r l d  w h e r e  s u c c e s s  i s  m e a s u r e d
i n  g o l d  a n d  d o l l a r s ;  a  w o r l d  w h e r e  t h e  p o w e r f u l  c r e a t e  t h e i r  o w n  t r u t h ;  a  w o r l d  w h e r e  t o l e r a n c e  i s

v i e w e d  a s  w e a k n e s s ,  w h e r e  c o m p r o m i s e  i s  v i e w e d  a s  f a i l u r e ,  a n d  w h e r e  g e n t l e n e s s  i s  v i e w e d  a s  l a c k  o f
a m b i t i o n .

H o w  w o n d e r f u l  i t  i s ,  t h e n ,  t o  m e e t  a  p e r s o n  w h o  i s  a l l o w e d  t o  b e  t i r e d  o r  m i s u n d e r s t o o d  o r  r e j e c t e d  o r
n o t  a l w a y s  p o p u l a r .  W h e n  S t .  P a u l  s a i d ,  “ W h e n  I  a m  w e a k ,  t h e n  I  a m  s t r o n g … ”  t h i s  i s  w h a t  h e  w a s  s a y i n g .

A l l  o f  u s  h a v e  w i t h i n  u s  s t r e n g t h  a n d  w e a k n e s s ,  c o u r a g e  a n d  c o w a r d i c e ,  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  d o u b t ,
a s s u r a n c e  a n d  f e a r .  O n l y  a  t r u l y  s t r o n g ,  s e c u r e  a n d  c o n t e n t  p e r s o n  c a n  a c k n o w l e d g e  t h e  w e a k n e s s ,

i n s e c u r i t y  a n d  f e a r s  w h i c h  a c c o m p a n y  t h e m .
M a r k  d o e s  n o t  n e e d  t o  c r e a t e  a  ‘ p l a s t e r - c a s t ’  J e s u s  f o r  u s  –  a  p e r s o n  w h o  i s  a l w a y s  r i g h t ,  p o p u l a r ,  l o v e d

a n d  e n t h u s i a s t i c .  H e  i s  h a p p y  t o  l e t  t h e  l i f e  o f  J e s u s  s p e a k  f o r  i t s e l f .  I ,  f o r  o n e ,  a m  m u c h  h a p p i e r
m e e t i n g  t h e  J e s u s  o f  t o d a y ’ s  G o s p e l  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  ‘ m a k e - b e l i e v e ’  J e s u s  w h o  i s  n e v e r  t i r e d ,  n e v e r
r e j e c t e d ,  n e v e r  w i t h  d o u b t s  o r  f e a r s .  O n e  i s  a  p e r s o n  w h o  c a n  u n d e r s t a n d  m e ,  f o r g i v e  m e ,  a n d  b e  a

f r i e n d .  T h e  o t h e r  i s  a  p e r s o n  w h o  w i l l  j u d g e  m e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  s t a n d a r d  I  c a n  n e v e r  r e a c h ,  w i l l  n e v e r
t r u l y  u n d e r s t a n d  m e  a n d  c a n  n e v e r  t r u l y  b e  a  f r i e n d .

T h i s  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  G o s p e l  a n d ,  f o r  m e ,  a  v e r y  f r e e i n g  o n e .  M a r k  p r e s e n t s  u s  w i t h  a  v e r y  r e a l ,  v e r y
h u m a n  J e s u s  a n d  h e  l e t s  u s  s t a y  w i t h  t h a t  J e s u s  t h r o u g h  t i r e d n e s s ,  r e j e c t i o n ,  s t r e s s  a n d  d o u b t .  I n  s o m e

w a y s  J e s u s ’  m o t h e r  a n d  b r o t h e r s  r e j e c t e d  h i s  m e s s a g e ,  t h i n k i n g  h e  h a d  “ l o s t  h i s  m i n d ” !
M a r k  s a y s  t o  u s  t h a t  a l l  o f  t h i s  i s  O K .  I t ’ s  c a l l e d  b e i n g  h u m a n  a n d  i s  a l l  ‘ v e r y  g o o d ’ .   

B y  F r .  B r i a n  M a h e r  O M I

8 Faith & Family

JOIN THE CELEBRATION OF ALL THINGS 

P A R I S H  N E W S L E T T E R  

C H I L D R E N ' S  L I T U R G Y

F a i t h f u l  C r e a t o r ,
w h o s e  m e r c y  n e v e r  f a i l s :

d e e p e n  o u r  f a i t h f u l n e s s  t o
y o u

a n d  t o  y o u r  l i v i n g  W o r d ,
J e s u s  C h r i s t  o u r  L o r d .

A m e n

S p e c i a l  P r a y e r s :
W e  a s k  t h a t  y o u  p r a y  f o r  t h e
f o l l o w i n g  c h i l d r e n  w h o  w i l l
c e l e b r a t e  t h e  S a c r a m e n t  o f
C o n f i r m a t i o n  t o w a r d s  t h e  

e n d  o f  t h e  t e r m .
W e  p r a y  f o r :    

B r u n o  B ,   T h o m a s  C ,   A u d r e y  C ,   
V i o l e t  D ,   M a e v e  D ,   E l i j a h  E ,

A l a n i  F ,   M a r y  G ,   S i d n e y  M ,   H a r r y
M ,   C h a r l o t t e  N ,   B a i l e y  P ,   S p e n c e r

R ,  A v a  R ,   A n g u s  T .

R e l i g i o u s  C a l e n d a r  o f  E v e n t s  t h i s  T e r m :

P l e a s e  n o t e ,  t h e  e n d  o f  t e r m  M a s s  i s  o n
W e d n e s d a y ,  2 6 t h  J u n e  

a n d  n o t  o n  t h e  2 8 t h  J u n e  
a s  p r e v i o u s l y  a d v e r t i s e d .  M y  a p o l o g i e s
f o r  t h e  i n c o r r e c t  d a t e .  T h i s  w i l l  b e  t h e

f i n a l  s c h o o l  M a s s  t h a t  w e  c a n  c e l e b r a t e
w i t h  F a t h e r  M a r t i n .  A l l  a r e  w e l c o m e .

https://files.ecatholic.com/25471/bulletins/20240609.pdf?t=1717645266000
https://files.ecatholic.com/25471/bulletins/20240609.pdf?t=1717645266000
https://www.yearbprayingwithchildren.org/h0c4ist1b.html
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B O O K I N G S  C A N  B E  M A D E  H E R E .

https://www.mrsc.vic.gov.au/See-Do/Events-and-Awards/Whats-on-around-the-shire/A-conversation-on-disasters-and-wellbeing-for-children%E2%80%99s-recovery
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C o m e  d o w n  t o  
W o o d e n d  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l  

o n  S a t u r d a y  t h e  2 2 n d  o f  J u n e  
f o r  o u r  i n t r o  d a y  t o  t h e  

W o o d e n d  E a g l e s  J u n i o r  S o c c e r  C l u b
 ( a n d  M i n i  R o o s ) .  
1 1 : 1 5 a m  -  1 2 : 1 5 p m  

I t  i s  o p e n  t o  g i r l s  a n d  b o y s  a g e d  4  -  1 2
a n d  d o n ' t  f o r g e t  t h e  f r e e  s a u s a g e  s i z z l e .

F o r  m o r e  i n f o  p l e a s e  h e a d  t o
w o o d e n d s o c c e r . c o m . a u


