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First Sunday of Advent

Jesus, you are light even in the darkest
places.

Help us to trust in you when we are lost
or lonely.

Shine hope into our hearts we pray. 
Amen.

We hope to see you at
our family picnic and

carols evening this
THURSDAY from 5.00-

7.00pm on the oval. You
can add a touch of

Christmas to your outfit! 
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Dear families, parishioners and friends,

This Sunday marks the beginning of Advent. The
Church calendar begins with the Advent season,

the four weeks leading up to Christmas. 
The word ‘Advent’ means coming. Amongst the

busyness of this time of year may we find time to
reflect and nourish our spirit through

relationship and in giving of ourselves for the
greater good. At its heart, Advent is a time of

preparation, waiting and hope for the coming of
Jesus into our world and lives.

With less than three weeks of our term left, your
children are immersed in finishing off projects

and final assessments as well as preparing for our
various end of year activities. It is always

uplifting when I visit the classrooms where I see
our children engaged in their learning. We can
learn from and be inspired by their enthusiasm

and openness to try new things and do their best
when presented with a challenge. 

We ask that you all book your child’s time slots
for their literacy testing. You will receive an

Operoo next week, following step up day to book
your time. This opportunity gives us further

information to inform our teaching literacy at the
beginning of next year.  You can also book your
children’s Numeracy timeslots which is in the

beginning of 2025.
Please read our school calendar carefully and
note events over the next couple of weeks. 

We have started our Advent services before the
official beginning of Advent so that our children
can deepen their understanding of the meaning

of Christmas before the school year finishes. You
are always welcome to join us.

 

As a staff we are delighted that so many of our
learners are keen to share their ideas and

progress. Ryder and Teddy are pictured proudly
showing their class acrostic poem. 
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At the close of this year we will farewell
Jennifer Boldiston. Jennifer has faithfully

served our school community over the past 13
years and is now finishing her extensive career

as an educator to make time for retirement.
Indeed we have been blessed to have had

Jennifer with us and we sincerely thank her for
her dedication and committment to our

children, their families and our staff. We will
certainly miss her but wish her a happy and

contented slower pace. 
When one chapter closes a new one begins.

Jennifer has paved the way for Chantell Albani
to step seamlessly into the role. Chantell has
already spent time at our school and she also
worked with our leadership team on Tuesday

as we reviewed this year to set our 2025
Annual Action Plan which we will share with

you early next year.  

Farewell Jennifer Boldiston
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Parents as Helpers Training2025 Prep Orientation

We are grateful that we have you assisting with our
various school programs and activities. Our

students really enjoy your input. We have a parent
as helper training course scheduled before the end

of the year on our Step Up Day which is on 
Tuesday December 3rd at 9.15am.

We encourage any of you who are yet to do the
training or need to do the refresher course to

email Debbie Geisler
(debbie.geisler@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au) 

and book in to the appropriate course. 

This year we made $400.00 thanks to your
generosity. We will use this money to add to our

numeracy and literacy games. This helps keep our
resources, fresh, up-to-date and inviting.

Mango Fundraiser THANKYOU

It is time for us to say goodbye to Jenny Nelson one
of our dedicated ESO staff members who works on

Tuesdays and Thursdays. Jenny has completed
additional study and is now moving  towards
working in Disability Support with adults and

children in the local community. Congratulations
Jenny. We will miss you but wish you every success

in your new career. Thank you for all you have
contributed to our school over the past 8 years. 

Farewell Jenny Nelson

Introducing Chelsey Jones

“Hello my name is Chelsey and I am so excited to
be joining the St Ambrose Staff in 2025. 

Outside of school I like to spend time with my
family, cheer on the mighty magpies and

participate in local community events and sports. 
I look forward to meeting you all soon!”

Thankyou to our 2025 prep parents who attended
the transition to school information session. We

hope you found this meeting helpful and
informative. We look forward to any of our parents

who need to do the parent as helpers training
attending next week's session.

International Day for People
with a Disability

The International Day of Persons with Disabilities
(IDPD) is observed annually on December 3rd. The
theme for this year is "Amplifying the leadership of

persons with disabilities for an inclusive and
sustainable future." We will share our learning in

our next newsletter. 
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6th Dec Christmas Dress Up
Casual Clothes for RCH

St Ambrose SRC
Casual Christmas Clothes Day

Friday the 6th of December 

If you don't have any Christmas add ons 
you could wear 

Christmas colours or Christmas socks.

Bring a gold coin donation for 
The Royal Children's Hospital.

From Archer on behalf of the SRC.

STAM Day

Students Active in Leadership
at St Ambrose

This weel school captain Elijah met with our school
leadership team to up date them on the origins of
STAM day. He will speak with our SAC next week.
We are looking forward to this day...stay tuned!

“When I was in Grade 4, I noticed there were lots of
sporting days and activities, but nothing for people

who like art, music and technology. 

I chatted to the school captains and together with the
support of the specialist teachers and leadership team,

we created STAM Day for grades 3-6. The day
included Social & Emotional Wellbeing, Technology,
Art and Music - which is how the name STAM Day

came about.

Fast forward two years and as School Captain I
promised to bring STAM Day to the whole school.

So this year we decided to have STAM Day on St
Ambrose day to make it a real celebration.

It's also great as STAM Day uses the same letters as
ST Ambrose !!! 

This year, things are a bit different. In their year
levels, students will get to vote on Social and

Emotional Wellbeing, Art and Music. Each year level
will be able to do 1- 2 of these, depending on how

many classes there are. Everyone will get the option to
do technology.

Also, each student will get a small engineering project
to work on during the day. 

The specialist teachers will help provide some activity
ideas and the activities will run for 2 hours. 

My hope is that STAM Day becomes an ongoing
tradition at St Ambrose.” 
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I attended a bushfire preparedness meeting on
Thursday. Our school is rated 3 on the School Bushfire

Risk BARR category. See the table below.
Category 1, 2, 3 & 4 Sites:

 • Will be closed 
• No bus routes operating in or transiting through

impacted weather district 
• No staff to be on site, including contractors
 • All co-located facilities are made aware of

arrangements and are also not on site.
 • Camps may be cancelled if scheduled. 

Year 5-6 Fire Readiness Expo

Our students will share their work with local members of
parliment, emergency service workers and our

community next Friday between 9.15 and 11.00 am in the
parish hall. You are welcome to visit their expo. Their

research will help inform family bush fire preparedness
plans which we urge you all to have. 
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Student semester two reports will be able to be
accessed on December 18th from 3.30 pm. 

We have included instructions for parents on how
to download the app and login to nforma via your

phone or ipad, which you may prefer. If not we
have also included instructions on how to use the

URL.
 

If you use the app either on a Apple phone or
android phone, you can have a look at past

reports. If you are able to do this then you will be
set up to access the December reports when they

go out.
 

If you do not have a phone at all or even an iPad
or tablet, read the second guide for the web

version. 
If you are having problems downloading the app,

please email
micheal.portelli@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au 

 Please make time to read through the
information later in this newsletter so that you

are set up and ready to log in. 

Ukulele Club

< < <  S C R E E N P A L  -  V I D E O  L I N K  W I L L  G O  H E R E  > > >

After School Play

It is great to see families enjoying the back play area
after school. Note that children are not supervised by

staff after school. Supervision at the front of the
school finishes at 3.45pm. If you are utilising the play
area after school it is your responsibility to supervise

your children. Staff are in meetings and doing
preparation at this time and the cleaners are in doing

their job. Toilets are off limits as they are being
cleaned and external doors are locked. We have had
children running around the school unsupervised,

playing with the front door keypad  and coming in to
the building. We want you to enjoy the grounds

however we ask that you are present and supervising
your children.

Junior School Auslan Excursion

ONWZ Deputy Principals’
Visit

Mrs. Byrne has been busy working with our
Ukulele group who are preparing some Christmas
songs and more to entertain Bupa residents and
our community at our family picnic and carols

evening on Thursday. 

Our junior school had many tales to tell following
their visit to the Werribee Zoo. Many thanks to
Mrs. Old for organising this day and to our staff

and parents who supported this excursion. 

The outer north western deputy principal network
met at our school last week after enjoying a tour of
our new learning spaces. They would like to thank
our students for being so helpful and polite. It is

fantastic to be able to host other school
representatives and share our expertise together. 

Student Reports &
Nforma

2025 Year Six Tops Look
Great!



2025 Teaching & Admin Staff. (ESO Staffing TBA) 
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Primary school is the perfect time to try new things, and becoming comfortable with taking positive risks is another
critical skill in a child’s development. We need to support our children when they are trying something new, different
or facing a challenge to accept change as a normal part of life and that taking some risks or facing something they are

unsure about is an opportunity to grow. 
 

There are so many ways your child can learn to take a positive risk. The important part as a parent is to always
acknowledge and praise the effort and courage it takes to try something new. Trying a new sport,  joining a club or

starting a new one, expanding their circle of friends, trying a music class or a new hobby 
are a few examples as is joining a new class group or having a different teacher. 

Looking towards the coming year can be an exciting as well as a nervous time for our students. We also understand that
as parents we worry that our children may have trouble adjusting to a new class or teacher. Be thoughtful about the

messages you are sending your children about this new adventure. Let your child/ren know that change and new
beginnings can be exciting and energising but also at times challenging, and unsettling. Our children take their lead

from our energy as parents. The attitude we project will be the attitude they absorb. Next year will be another
opportunity for transformation! Prepare for it, brace yourself for it, and most of all maintain a positive mindset and

work with us to support your children to transition smoothly. 

Building Resilience & Growth Mindset

Note that in 2025 Middle & Senior School (Years 3-6) will have their specialist classes (Physical
Education, Art and Music/Performing Arts) on Thursdays and the Junior School (Prep-Year 2)
will have Physical Education, Art and Music/Performing Arts on Fridays. Auslan will be on an

alternate day to allow time for literacy and numeracy classes every day. 
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   Bronwyn Phillips
 Principal

Next Newsletter
For more news and photos visit our website 

and look at latest news including our owl sketches and
zoo visit by clicking on our facebook button.

Our next and final newsletter for this year  will be 
published on 

Friday, 13th December 2024.

Augie led this weeks experiment which attracted
great interest!

Music
Lawson is pictured in his recent drumming

lesson with musician Tim. The progress made
by our students is most impressive. The
satisfaction and pride they show in their

achievemnets is great to see not to mention all
the good playing an instrument does for one’s

wellbeing.

Science Club

https://www.facebook.com/people/St-Ambrose-Primary-School-Woodend/61558470521257/
https://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/
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  PREP K CLASSROOM FEATURE
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AROUND THE SCHOOL

Orienteering in Senior P.E.
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AROUND THE SCHOOL

L a s t  F r i d a y  w e  h a d  C a t h r y n  f r o m  M a c e d o n  R a n g e s  T a e k w o n d o  s c h o o l  g i v e  u s  a n
i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h i s  s p o r t .

 G r a d e s  P r e p  t o  2  a l l  g o t  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  s o m e  b l o c k s ,  p u n c h e s  a n d  k i c k s .  I t  w a s
g r e a t  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  a  d i f f e r e n t  s p o r t  a n d  m i g h t  b e  s o m e t h i n g  y o u r  c h i l d r e n  a r e

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p u r s u i n g .

Taekwondo coach in Junior P.E.

Visual Arts
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AROUND THE SCHOOL

Junior School Excursion to Werribee Zoo
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H e n r y  a n d  T o b y  a r e  p i c t u r e d  l e f t
p r o u d l y  s h o w i n g  t h e i r  w r i t i n g

p i e c e s .

2 9  N o v e m b e r    C a s e y  M
1  D e c e m b e r    E l l i o t t  N

3  D e c e m b e r    A u d r e y  C ,  I s a b e l l e  M
6  D e c e m b e r    L a w s o n  N
7  D e c e m b e r    S t u a r t  P
1 0  D e c e m b e r    A n n i e  D

1 1  D e c e m b e r    E l k e  F
1 2  D e c e m b e r    M a e v e  D  



Student News

P r e p  K  -  R e d m o n d  O  f o r  b e i n g  a  r e s p o n s i b l e  h e l p e r  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m ,  l i s t e n i n g
             c a r e f u l l y  a n d  f o l l o w i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  W e l l  d o n e  R e d m o n d !
P r e p  K  -  B e n  H  f o r  w o r k i n g  i n  a  f o c u s e d  w a y  t o  c o m p l e t e  c l a s s r o o m  w o r k  t h i s  w e e k .
             W e l l  d o n e  B e n ,  k e e p  i t  u p !
P r e p  T  -  O l i v e r  D  f o r  h i s  p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e  a n d  t r y i n g h i s  b e s t .
P r e p  T  -  M a t t e o  T  f o r  p e r s i s t e n c e  a n d  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  i m p r o v e  h i s  w r i t i n g .
1 / 2 C M  -  C h a r l i e  P  f o r  b e i n g  r e s i l i e n t  i n  r e a d i n g  s e s s i o n s .
1 / 2 C M  -  C h a r l i e  P  f o r  b e i n g  a  f a i r  a n d  e n c o u r a g i n g  t e a m  p l a y e r  o n  t h e  y a r d !
1 / 2 C M  -  H a r r y  O  f o r  h i s  w o n d e r f u l  i n d e p e n d e n c e  i n  w r i t i n g !
1 / 2 C M  -  C a s e y  M  f o r  t r y i n g  h a r d  t o  c h e c k  a n d  c o r r e c t  h i s  w r i t i n g  h i m s e l f .  G r e a t !
1 / 2 S  -   L u c a s  T  f o r  w o r k i n g  h a r d  t o  r e - r e a d  a n d  e d i t  h i s  w r i t i n g .   W e l l  d o n e !
1 / 2 S  -  T o b y  C  f o r  w o r k i n g  h a r d  t o  u s e  r h y m i n g  w o r d s  a n d  a d j e c t i v e s  i n  h i s  p o e t r y .  
         W e l l  d o n e !
1 / 2 S  -  L i z z y  D  f o r  h e r  h a r d  w o r k  a n d  e f f o r t  i n  a l l  a r e a s  o f  h e r  l e a r n i n g .   W e l l  d o n e !
1 / 2 O  -  B e n  Y  f o r  a l w a y s  b e i n g  w i l l i n g  t o  h e l p  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  r o o m .
1 / 2 O  -  L e a h  W  f o r  a l w a y s  b e i n g  a  p o s i t i v e  a n d  r e s i l i e n t  l e a d e r .
1 / 2 O  -  S a i l o r  C  f o r  w o r k i n g  h a r d  o n  i m p r o v i n g  h e r  p o e t r y .
3 / 4 R  -  J e s s i c a  F  f o r  a l w a y s  d o i n g  h e r  b e s t !
3 / 4 R  -  R o s e  A G  f o r  f a n t a s t i c  r e a d i n g  i n  h e r  g r o u p  t a s k !
3 / 4 T W  -  C o o p e r  L  f o r  h i s  r e a d i n e s s  t o  l e a r n  a n d  f o c u s  d u r i n g  w o r k  t i m e .   Y o u  a r e
            d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h e  P B L  v a l u e s  o f  R e s p e c t  a n d  R e s p o n s i b i l i t y .   W e l l  d o n e !
3 / 4 T W  -  H a r r i e t  B  f o r  t h e  e f f o r t  y o u  p u t  i n t o  y o u r  R e a l i s t i c  N a r r a t i v e  w r i t i n g  p i e c e .  
            Y o u  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t  y o u  t o o k  o n  f e e d b a c k  t o  i m p r o v e  y o u r  s e n t e n c e s
            a n d  m a d e  t h e m  v e r y  d e s c r i p t i v e .
5 / 6 M  -  M a r y  G  f o r  b e i n g  r e s p o n s i b l e  b y  c o m p l e t i n g  s e t  t a s k s  a t  h o m e  t o  e n s u r e  t h e
          w o r k  i s  d o n e .
5 / 6 M  -  T o m  C  f o r  s h o w i n g  g r e a t  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m .
5 / 6 P  -  N i c k  G  f o r  a l w a y s  b e i n g  k i n d  a n d  c o n s i d e r a t e  i n  c l a s s .
5 / 6 P  -  J o e  M  f o r  h i s  w o r k  o n  t h e  F i r e  R e a d i n e s s  p r o j e c t .
5 / 6 P  -  C h a r l o t t e  N  f o r  h e r  w o r k  o n  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  i n  M a t h s .
5 / 6 P  -  A u s t i n  S  f o r  a l w a y s  b e i n g  p o l i t e  a n d  w e l l - m a n n e r e d .
5 / 6 P  -  A n g u s  T  f o r  h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  c l a s s r o o m  d i s c u s s i o n s .
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Student Awards

S p o r t s  S t a r  o f  t h e  W e e k  -  J a c k  B  f o r  c o m p l e t i n g  t h e  o r i e n t e e r i n g  c o u r s e  w i t h
p r e c i s i o n .

S p o r t s  S t a r  o f  t h e  W e e k  -  G r a c e  H  f o r  a  p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e  a n d  a  w o n d e r f u l  e f f o r t  a t
e v e r y t h i n g  i n  P . E !

P B L  S i l v e r  A w a r d s  ( 4 0  B e e  G o t c h a  T i c k e t s )
J a c k s o n  G - S ,  G e o r g e  L ,  B o s c o  L ,  J o c k  R ,  J u l i a n  G ,  A t t i c u s  L ,  N e a v e  K ,  O l i v e r  D ,  A r c h i e  L ,
M a t t e o  T ,  L e b o k o  S ,  V a l e r i e  W ,  A u d r e y  C ,  A v a  T ,  J a c k  H ,  T h o m a s  S ,  R e d m o n d  O

P B L  G o l d  A w a r d s  ( 6 0  B e e  G o t c h a  T i c k e t s )
H o l l y  M ,  J e s s i c a  F ,  K i t t y  B ,  P i p  F ,  R u p e r t  F ,  A n n a  M ,  M a d e l i n e  Q ,  

P B L  R a i n b o w  A w a r d s  ( 1 0 0  B e e  G o t c h a  T i c k e t s )
L u c a s  T ,  D o m i n i c  O ,  J o s h u a  R ,  M a c k  R ,  O s c a r  D ,  O l i  J  

P B L  D i a m o n d  A w a r d  ( 1 5 0  B e e  G o t c h a  T i c k e t s )
F e l i x  D
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SCHOOL NEWS

Y o u r  c h i l d  w i l l  r e c e i v e  a
l e m o n a d e  Z o o p e r  D o o p e r  a s  p a r t

o f  t h e  S t  A m b r o s e  F e a s t  D a y
c e l e b r a t i o n s .

P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  t h e  o f f i c e  i f  y o u
w o u l d  p r e f e r  y o u r  c h i l d  d i d  n o t

r e c e i v e  o n e .
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SCHOOL NEWS

A r t  F o l i o s  w i l l  b e  s e n t  h o m e  s o o n .
Y e a r  6 ' s  m a y  k e e p  t h e i r  f o l i o s .  
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M e n t a l  H e a l t h  &  W e l l b e i n g  a t  S t  A m b r o s e
 

E r i n  B r a s s

Reframe Embarrassment



P l e a s e  n o t e :   A l l  a r e  w e l c o m e  t o  o u r  M a s s e s .  
 I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  j o i n  u s  i n  a n y  o f  t h e s e

c e l e b r a t i o n s ,  y o u  a r e  m o s t  w e l c o m e .

Faith & Family

18 Faith & Family

JOIN THE CELEBRATION OF ALL THINGS 

P A R I S H  N E W S L E T T E R  

C H I L D R E N ' S  L I T U R G Y

R e l i g i o u s  C a l e n d a r  o f  E v e n t s  i n  T e r m  4 :

A l m i g h t y  G o d ,  a n d  m o s t
m e r c i f u l  F a t h e r ,

Y o u  h a v e  g i v e n  u s  a  n e w
c o m m a n d  t h a t  

w e  s h o u l d  l o v e  o n e  a n o t h e r ;
g i v e  u s  a l s o  g r a c e  t h a t  w e  m a y

f u l f i l l  i t .
M a k e  u s  g e n t l e  a n d  k i n d ,

b e a r i n g  w i t h  
o n e  a n o t h e r .

M a y  w e  e a c h  l o o k  t o  t h e  g o o d  o f
t h e  o t h e r  i n  w o r d  a n d  d e e d .  
W e  o f f e r  o u r  f r i e n d s h i p s  f o r

Y o u r  h o l y  u s e ,  
b y  t h e  b l e s s i n g  o f  Y o u r  S p i r i t .

~ B r o o k e  F o s s  W e s t c o t t  ( 1 8 2 5 – 1 9 0 1 ) ,  A d a p t e d

G o s p e l  R e f l e c t i o n :             J o h n  1 8 : 3 3 b - 3 7

I t  s e e m s  t h a t  o n l y  w h e n  o u r  l i v e s  a r e  t u r n e d  u p s i d e  d o w n
d o  w e  b e g i n  t o  r e a l i s e  w h a t  i s  t r u l y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  u s .  O n l y

w h e n  w h a t  w e  d e e m e d  i m p o r t a n t  i s  n o  l o n g e r  t h e r e ,  d o  w e
u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  s o  m a n y  t h i n g s  a r e  a c t u a l l y  r a t h e r

u n i m p o r t a n t .  S o  w h a t  i s  i m p o r t a n t ?

F i r s t  a n d  f o r e m o s t ,  G o d  i s  i m p o r t a n t .  H e  i s  s o  i m p o r t a n t
t h a t  w e  w o u l d n ’ t  e x i s t  w i t h o u t  H i m ,  a n d  o u r  l i v e s  w o u l d  b e
v o i d  o f  m e a n i n g .  S e c o n d l y ,  p e o p l e  a r e  i m p o r t a n t .  S p e n d i n g
t i m e  w i t h  l o v e d  o n e s  a n d  s h o w i n g  t h e m  t h a t  t h e y  m a t t e r  t o
u s  a n d  a r e  n o t  f o r g o t t e n  i s  i m p o r t a n t .  T h i r d l y ,  w h a t  w e  d o

f o r / w i t h  G o d  a n d  f o r / w i t h  p e o p l e  i s  i m p o r t a n t .  G o d  h a s
g i v e n  u s  a  s e t  o f  C o m m a n d m e n t s  t o  f o l l o w ,  a n d  C h r i s t  a s  a

s o l i d  e x a m p l e  t o  i m i t a t e .  H e  h a s  a l s o  g i v e n  u s  p e o p l e  t o
i n t e r a c t  w i t h  a n d  s h a r e  w i t h .  W h a t  i s  i t  t h a t  w e  s h a r e ?  H o w

d o  w e  i n t e r a c t ?

I t  a l l  c o m e s  d o w n  t o  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  w e  p l a c e  o n  l i v i n g  f o r
G o d  a l o n e .  I s  C h r i s t  t r u l y  m y  k i n g ?  I f  H e  i s  m y  k i n g ,  t h e n

t h a t  i m p l i e s  t h a t  a  w h o l e  l o t  o f  o t h e r  p e o p l e  ( a n d  t h i n g s )
a r e  n o t  m y  k i n g .  T h e r e  c a n  o n l y  b e  o n e  k i n g .

I n  t o d a y ’ s  G o s p e l ,  J e s u s  r e m i n d s  u s  t h a t  H i s  k i n g d o m  i s  n o t
o f  t h i s  w o r l d .  I t  n e v e r  w a s .  A n d  i t  s h o u l d n ’ t  b e  f o r  u s

e i t h e r .  W o r l d l y  t h i n g s  w i l l  c o m e  a n d  g o ,  b u t  t h e  l o v e  o f
G o d  r e m a i n s  f o r e v e r .  M a y  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  r e m i n d  u s  t o d a y ,

a s  w e  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  S o l e m n i t y  o f  C h r i s t  t h e  K i n g ,  t h a t  H e  i s
t h e  o n e  a n d  o n l y  t r u e  k i n g .

C o p y r i g h t  2 0 2 4  T a m i  U r c i a    ( C a t h o l i c  M o m )

L a s t  S u n d a y  w a s  t h e  l a s t  o n e  i n  o u r  l i t u r g i c a l  y e a r .
N e x t  S u n d a y  i s  t h e  f i r s t  S u n d a y  i n  o u r  n e w  l i t u r g i c a l

y e a r ,  Y e a r  C .  I t  i s  t h e  f i r s t  S u n d a y  o f  A d v e n t .
P o n d e r :

I s  J e s u s  C h r i s t  m y  o n e  a n d
o n l y  k i n g ?  

H o w  d o e s  m y  l i f e  r e f l e c t  t h a t ?

https://files.ecatholic.com/25471/bulletins/20241124.pdf?t=1732245092000
https://files.ecatholic.com/25471/bulletins/20241124.pdf?t=1732245092000
https://www.yearbprayingwithchildren.org/mh34w1n0br.html
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JOIN THE CELEBRATION OF ALL THINGS 

D e a r  F a m i l i e s ,  m y  n a m e  i s  S h a r o n ,  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  S t  A m b r o s e  P a r i s h  L a y  T e a m ,  a n d  a
g r a n d m o t h e r  o f  t w o  c u r r e n t  S t  A m b r o s e  s t u d e n t s  ( m y  c h i l d r e n  w e n t  t o  S t  A m b r o s e  d u r i n g  t h e  9 0 ’ s
a n d  2 0 0 0 ’ s ) .  

O u r  b e a u t i f u l  o l d  H a l l  i s  i n  n e e d  o f  r e p a i r s  t o  t h e  r o o f  a n d  w e  n e e d  y o u r  h e l p  s o  t h e  w h o l e  S t
A m b r o s e  C o m m u n i t y ,  t h e  C h u r c h  a n d  S c h o o l  c a n  c o n t i n u e  t o  h a v e  t h e  u s e  o f  s u c h  a  g r e a t  a n d
u s e f u l  b u i l d i n g .

 Y o u  c a n  h e l p  i n  t h r e e  w a y s :  

a t t e n d  o u r  C h r i s t m a s  C a k e  s t a l l  o n  D e c e m b e r  1 s t ,  s t r a i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  1 1 a m  M a s s

d o n a t e  c a s h  v i a  t h e  S t  A m b r o s e  O n l i n e  D o n a t i o n  P o r t a l ,  m a r k e d  a s  R o o f  D o n a t i o n ,  o r  

p r o v i d e  a  c a k e  o r  s l i c e  o n  t h e  d a y  o f  o u r  s t a l l .

A n y  a s s i s t a n c e  i s  g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d .

O n l i n e  D o n a t i o n  P o r t a l ,  o n e  o f f  G i v i n g  S e c t i o n .  E a r  m a r k  R o o f  R e p a i r s .

I  c a n  b e  c o n t a c t e d  o n  m y  m o b i l e
 0 4 0  4 4 9  8 8 0 7  o r  5 4 2 7 1 1 7 7

F r  J o h n  a t  t h e  P r e s b t y e r y ,  5 4 2 7 2 6 9 0

D O N A T E  H E R E
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As communicated in our last newsletter, the following details the changes in tuition fees for the
 2025 academic year.

Any decision to adjust tuition fees is never made lightly, nor without careful and thorough consideration of 
our students’ needs and our school’s capacity to provide an education experience that supports every student

to flourish. We are also cognisant of the financial pressures that many families have experienced this year. 

St Ambrose School too, is facing increasing costs in multiple areas of school operations, including WorkCover
premiums, Child Safety compliance, risk management, teacher resources and professional learning, 

and higher central system costs.  
Our tuition fees at St. Ambrose School are also influenced by the Commonwealth Department of Education’s
calculation of our community’s ability to financially contribute to the operating costs of our school, known as

the Capacity to Contribute, or CTC, which is reviewed annually.

School funding is complex, so I have included with this letter a simple school funding “explainer” which I hope
will support your understanding of how government funds Catholic (and other non-government) schools 

and how tuition fees support our school. 

To ensure that we can continue to deliver a personalised, high-quality education that is responsive to the
diverse interests and academic, social and emotional needs of our students, it is necessary to adjust

 our fees in 2025.
As a result, St. Ambrose School ‘s annual fee schedule for 2025 will be:

2025 Annual Tuition Fee

This is an increase of $9.00 per week on 2024 fees for one student and less for each additional student as 
the family fee and capital fee is only paid once per year per family.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the fee increase, or wish to discuss your individual circumstances,
please do not hesitate to contact me. We remain committed to keeping tuition fees as low and affordable as possible,

and to working closely with our community to make this transition as smooth as possible. 
Thank you for your understanding. We are grateful for your ongoing support and trust in our school.

Further information is available on the
School Resourcing Standard

through the Australian Department of
Education. 
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H T T P S : / / P O R T A L . N F O RMA . C OM . A U / L O G I N

H T T P S : / / N F O RMA . C OM . A U / P A R EN T - F A Q S /

https://portal.nforma.com.au/login
https://nforma.com.au/parent-faqs/
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T O  L O G  I N T O  T H E  N F O R M A  P O R T A L ,  U S E  T H I S  L I N K  -
H T T P S : / / P O R T A L . N F O R M A . C O M . A U / L O G I N

H T T P S : / / N F O R M A . C O M . A U / P A R E N T - F A Q S /

https://portal.nforma.com.au/login
https://nforma.com.au/parent-faqs/
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