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Second Sunday of Advent

. Lord, thank you for your great gift
of Jesus as we celebrate Christmas.

May I ever walk in your love and
show the world I am your disciple by

the love I show to others, keeping
Jesus, your Son, close in my heart.

Amen.
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Term 1 2025 Dates

S C H O O L  C A L E N D A R

https://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/news-events/calendar/
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Dear families, parishioners and friends,

At the closing of this year I offer this message
firstly to our fantastic students then to our staff

and community.

I want to take a moment to congratulate each of
you for the incredible effort you’ve put in this
year. It has truly been a year of opportunity,
growth and learning—and we are so proud 

of you.
This year, you've faced new challenges, and
what I’ve noticed is how you’ve approached
them—with courage, determination, and a

growth mindset. You’ve learned that mistakes
are not failures, but opportunities to grow.

You’ve embraced chances to improve, and that's
what can make your year so rewarding.

Remember when something was hard at the
start of the year? Maybe a new concept, skill, a

tricky maths problem, or even learning to be
more patient with each other. But look at you
now! You didn’t give up. You kept going. You

believed that you could get better, and you did.
That’s the power of a growth mindset—believing
that with effort, practice, and perseverance, you

can always improve. Your teachers have just
finished your reports and Mrs B and I

thoroughly enjoyed reading over them.
CONGRATULATIONS! I hope you can celebrate
your progress in some way with your families. 

Your progress this year has not just been about
academic work. This year, you’ve also grown in
kindness, respect, responsibility & resilience. 

In problem-solving, critical thinking and in
working as a team. You’ve helped one another,
listened to each other, and been a good friend.
These skills are just as important as the lessons
in literacy or maths. They make you the kind of
person who can rise to any challenge in life and

one who others trust and respect.
You have shown that no matter how big or small

the challenge, you have the strength and the
determination to face it and work through it.

And that’s something that we hope you can feel
self-pride and satisfaction from. 
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I wish to  express my deepest gratitude to the
incredible team that makes this school such an
inclusive and welcoming place—our dedicated
teachers, ESO staff, administrative staff, and

leadership team.

To our teachers, thank you for the passion and
care you bring to your classrooms every day. You

are more than just educators; you are mentors,
role models, and sources of inspiration. You’ve

shaped not only the academic skills of our
students but also their confidence, creativity, and

resilience. You have made a lasting impact on their
lives, and we are so thankful for everything you do.

To our ESO staff, thank you for your tireless
support. Your presence and dedication, often

behind the scenes, have an immeasurable impact
on our students’ success. Whether you’re

providing one-on-one assistance, helping in the
classroom, or offering encouragement, you play an

essential role in the growth and development of
each student. Katie joined us this year as our super

canteen cook and co-ordinator. The proof has
been in the delicious offerings and wonderful

morning & afternoon teas, not to mention lunches.
 

To our administrative staff, Justine and Karen,
thank you for keeping the heart of our school
beating. From managing daily operations to
making sure the students and teachers have

everything they need; your work ensures that
everything runs smoothly. Know that your hard

work and dedication is appreciated. We could not
function without you.

To our Leadership Team a special thank you for
your collaboration, guidance and vision. Your
leadership shapes the direction of this school,

creating an environment where both students and
staff are supported, challenged, and encouraged 

to grow.

A heartfelt thank you to Debbie Geisler our Deputy
Principal, Mrs. Boldiston NCCD & LDL, & Erin
mHips who also play such an important role in

leading our school forward. Your leadership and
unwavering dedication to the well-being and

success of everyone in this school community is
deeply appreciated. Whether you are offering

guidance to staff, supporting students, or making
critical decisions, you always lead with integrity,

care, and thoughtfulness.
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Farewell to our year Six Class
of 2024

This year we have been most fortunate to have
Fr John appointed as our PP. We thank him for
his keen interest in us and our school. We feel

very fortunate and value his guidance and
support.

We farewell Jenny N, Sandy, Mrs McLay & Mrs
Boldiston. We will miss your presence and the

unique contributions you’ve made to this school
community. You have left a lasting impact on

our students, our staff, and the school as a
whole. While we are sad to see you go, we know

that you will continue to do great things
wherever you go. Thank you for everything you
have done, and we wish you all the best in your
future endeavours. You will always be a part of

our school’s story.

The success of this year reflects the collective
efforts of our entire school community. Our

parents, families and community, your support
is highly valued. We are so blessed to have such
positive and supportive families. This year’s fete
was certainly a celebration of community. In so
many ways you help, whether it be through the

SAC, PFA, in class, Sporting events, canteen,
library or behind the scenes. THANKYOU!

And so, to all of you—the Woodend community,
parents, families, teachers, ESO staff, Fr John,
administrative staff, and leadership team, —

thank you for making our school a place where
our students can flourish. Your dedication,

passion, and teamwork make all the difference.

As we come to the end of this year, I want to
remind you: the learning doesn’t stop here.

 This is just one step in the lifelong journey of
learning.

 Next year will bring change, new opportunities,
new hopes and dreams and new challenges, but

I know you will face them with the same
mindset: ready to learn, ready to grow, and
ready to be prepared to go down into the

learning pit, work hard to meet each challenge
and grow as a person and learner.

Well done, everyone. Your attitude has made
working with you a joy and we look forward to

supporting you again next year.

Be Kind
Be courageous

Believe in yourselves
Be all of who you can be

We thank you for your contributions to our
community and wish you well on your way.

 

Thank you, Happy Christmas and have a
wonderful summer break.
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Mary-Anne Thomas MP Resilience Award 
This award is presented to two students who

have overcome challenging learning situations
and triumphed in the face of adversity. The
recipients of this award have demonstrated
innovation, strength, and perseverance, and

helped to make our school a better place, despite
the restrictions.

 Arlia Magee
Maeve Doyle

St Mary MacKillop Positive Behaviour for
Learning Award

The specific criteria  are as follows:                   
- Consistently upholding the school expectations

of Respect, Responsibility, Resilience and
kindness and being an excellent role model for

others. 

Dashiell Boyd

CWA Woodend Eves Community Scholarship
Award

The specific criteria suggested are as follows: 
- Commitment to their community.

- An advocate on community issues, sustainable
development and the protection of the

environment.
- An advocate for social issues.

- A student with a focus on friendship and
personal development.

- A vibrant student who empowers and supports
their community, peers,

and teachers, and is a role model and leader to
younger students.

Violet Donnelly

School Sport Victoria Academic and Sporting
Achievement Medal for 2024

For dedication and enthusiasm as a high achiever
in both academic studies and sport.  

Ava Ryan

Year Six Student Awards - CONGRATULATIONS!
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St Ambrose General Excellence Award 

The specific criteria are as follows:
- Dedication to school work

- Commitment to ethos of the Catholic school
- Contribution to school community

- Involvement in school activities
- Friendly, polite considerate of staff, parents,

their peers and younger students.

Elijah Edwards

Sacred Heart Scholarship Award

The specific criteria outlined by the college is as
follows:

- Confirmed enrolment at SHC for Yr7
- Dedication to school work

- Commitment to ethos of the Catholic school
- Contribution to school community

- Involvement in school activities
- Friendly, polite considerate of others.

Bailey Podbury

Rotary Club Achievement Award

The awards are for leadership, community
service, great work at school and a positive
attitude toward community involvement.

 Bruno Burgess
Ruby Paag

Lions Club Achievement Award

Awarded to a student who has a strong work
ethic, positive attitude toward community

involvement, demonstrates respect for others
and themselves, and advances goodwill and peace

amongst others.

Angus Healey
Indie Randle-Hewitt

Community Bank Lancefield and Romsey
Community Leadership Award 

Sidney Matthews



2025 Student Leadership - CONGRATULATIONS!

School Captains
Sonny Bennett

Asher Jenke

Sports Captains
Isaac Creer
Elke Fisher

Lourdes Captains
Hugh Frankilin

Madeline Desira

Fatima Captains
Nick Georges
Madi Young

Mercy Captains
Joel Woodhouse
Elsie Arkinstall

Carmel Captains
Madison Migga

Caysen Embleton-
Smith

PBL Leaders
Tyler Tullio

Ellie Bartram
 

Arts Leaders
Archie Stewart
Phoebe Gatacre
Cosette Doyle

Sustainability Leaders
Jack Bartlett

Sophie Vernon
Sofia Xuereb

 
IT Leaders

Oskar James
Orlando Boyd

Tom Lacy

Assistant to DP
Amity Cavric

Emily Bennett

Faith Leaders
Riley Willis

Hattie Ferguson

Cultural Leaders
Ruby Scarborough

Amelia Short

Social Justice Leaders
Elle Smith

Evie McDonald

At St Ambrose we work purposefully to allow opportunities to enable student voice and agency. Our
Year Six Student Leaders Roles are key to bringing student feedback and ideas to us and in supporting

teachers and students actively which contributes to a thriving learning environment.
Today we announced our 2025 students. Indeed, they led a very impressive campaign and are capable

and well deserving of the roles they have been successful in achieving.
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2025 Staffing & Leadership Team
Your children will be supported by a multi-skilled and very capable

staff. Note that Literacy as well as Numeracy intervention will
continue as will our support of Student Wellbeing. You will hear from

your children’s teachers early in term one. We have scheduled
classroom information sessions in February as follows:

Tuesday 4th Feb Years 5-6 at 3-45pm
Tuesday 11th Feb Years 3-4 at 3-45pm

              Tuesday 18th Feb Years Prep - Two at 3-45pm

Message from the Principal 7



Message from the Principal 8

Parents as Helpers TrainingStep Up Morning
We are grateful that we have you assisting with our

various school programs and activities. Our
students really enjoy your input. We have a further

parent as helper training course scheduled on 
Tuesday February 11th at 4.45 pm & Tuesday 18th

February at 3.00pm.
We encourage any of you who are yet to do the
training or need to do the refresher course to

email Debbie Geisler
(debbie.geisler@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au) 

and book in to the appropriate course. 

SAC THANKYOU

Our students spent two hours with their 2025 class
and teacher. The children had a settled morning
engaging in activities that enabled collaboration

and opportunities to get to know their class.

Farewell Sandy Howe

On behalf of the 2024 School Advisory Council, I
thank all the students, teachers, helpers, parents,
and community for contributing to a successful

2024 at St Ambrose. The year has been full of
achievements, with the school fete returning with
great success, the new building’s official opening
and countless academic, creative, and sporting

successes from the students.
 

We are now seeking expressions of interest from
parents and the local community to join the 2025
School Advisory Council (SAC). The group meets

twice per term to support the school principal and
advise on the school's direction. The SAC also plays

an important role in linking parents and the
school.

 
Being part of the SAC is a great way to connect
positively with the school and help support and

continuously improve the experience for anyone
involved with St. Ambrose.

 
If you would like to learn more about the SAC or

register an expression of interest for 2025, please
get in touch with me or Bronwyn Phillips.

 
Finally, thank you to the 2024 SAC, Rilla Healey,

Jodie Warner, Danielle Perrin, Ellen Vernon,
Michelle Lancefield, Maurice Fanning, Bronwyn

Phillips, and Debbie Geisler.
 

I hope you all have a wonderful Christmas and New
Year.

 
Mike Boudrie

2024 SAC Chair

Sandy who has been with us for 8 years is stepping
back to allow some time for travel and family.

Sandy has been a highly valued ESO and well liked
by our students. We thank Sandy for her service

and wish her all the very best in her next chapter.
Sandy will be back from time to time as an ESO

relief staff member so we still see her from time 
to time.

We are pleased to hear our campers had a
positive experience. I’m sure there will be lots
of stories to share! Thank you to our dedicated

staff who made this camp possible.

Year 3-4 Camp
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Family Picnic & Carols STAM Day

Our St Ambrose Ukulele Club entertained local
community members at the RSL this week. We are

proud of you all!

St Ambrose Ukulele Club

We celebrated the feast of St Ambrose with STAM Day
and much enjoyment was had! 

One of life’s simple pleasures is relaxing with family
and friends over a picnic while watching the children
play. It was great to enjoy this time with so many of
our families. Our young musicians did a super job

carolling!

St Ambrose 3-4 Students
Support Ambrose Care

We offer our deep gratitude to our students and
families for their generous support of the Ambrose
Care Christmas Appeal. Your generosity makes a

difference. 

Casual Dress Day for RCH
Thank you for your  your gold coin donations. We will
send the proceeds to the Royal Children s Hospital.  



Message from the Principal 10

Year 5-6 Fire Readiness Expo

As the culmination of our Bushfire Education
unit, which focused on bushfire readiness,
the Grade 5/6 students hosted an Expo to

showcase their diverse projects. These
projects addressed critical topics such as

care for families, pets, farm animals, and the
elderly. The students created checklists,
videos, and posters to emphasise their

messages. Other projects highlighted fire
readiness around the home, displayed

through dioramas illustrating good and poor
house preparation for example fuel loads.
The Expo was attended by all grade levels,

along with parents and grandparents. Special
guests included local CFA and SES members,
Neil Munro from the CFA Bushfire Education,

Fire Risk, Research, and Community
Preparedness Unit, Dr. Briony Towers from
Natural Hazards Research Australia, officers

from the Macedon Ranges Shire Council,
Councillor Janet Pearce, and Mayor Dom

Bonanno.
The event was a great success, and our

wonderfully talented students received high
praise from everyone who attended.

Student Reports &
Nforma

Student semester two reports will be able to be
accessed this afternoon, December 13th from 

4.30 pm. 
We have included instructions for parents on how
to download the app and login to Nforma via your

phone or ipad, which you may prefer. If not, we
have also included instructions on how to use the

URL.
 

If you use the app either on a Apple phone or
android phone, you can have a look at past

reports. If you are able to do this then you will be
set up to access the December reports when they

go out.
 

If you do not have a phone at all or even an iPad
or tablet, read the second guide for the web

version. 
If you are having problems downloading the app,

please email
micheal.portelli@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au 

 Please make time to read through the
information later in this newsletter so that you

are set up and ready to log in. 
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   Bronwyn Phillips
 Principal

Next Newsletter

For more news and photos visit our website 
and look at latest news including our 5-6 fire readiness
expo, 3-4 camp, Ukulele club, 5-6 graduation and STAM

day visit by clicking on our facebook button.
Our first newsletter for the new year will be 

published on 
Friday, 14th February 2025.

Our heartfelt thanks for your support again this
year and for your beautiful Christmas messages.

They are greatly appreciated.

St Ambrose Bushfire Rating

St Ambrose School is rated as a level 3 on the BARR scale. This means that our school
will not open on a catastrophic fire day. See the table below.
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  PREP T CLASSROOM FEATURE

P r e p  T  h a v e  h a d  a n  e x c i t i n g  w e e k  l e a d i n g  u p  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  
s c h o o l  y e a r .  

A f t e r  w e e k s  o f  r e h e a r s a l s ,  w e  p r o u d l y  p r e s e n t e d  o u r  N a t i v i t y  p l a y  t o
 t h e  w h o l e  s c h o o l .  

W e  h a v e  a l s o  e n j o y e d  l o t s  o f  C h r i s t m a s  a c t i v i t i e s . . .

S p e n d i n g  t i m e  w i t h  f r i e n d s . . . .

L e a r n i n g  t o  u s e  B e e B o t s  o n  S t  A m b r o s e  F e a s t  d a y .
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P B L  B r o n z e  A w a r d  -  2 0  B e e  G o t c h a
T i c k e t s

T o m  C ,  M a r y  G ,  O s k a r  J ,  E l l e  S ,  I s a a c
C ,  E v a  P ,  S o f i a  X ,  S o n n y  B ,  B r u n o  B

P B L  G o l d  A w a r d  -  6 0  B e e  G o t c h a
T i c k e t s

M a t i l d a  C ,  j a c k s o n  G - S ,  E l i j a h  E ,  L e o n
G ,  R e x  R ,  A u g i e  L ,  I o n a  T

P B L  R a i n b o w  A w a r d  -  1 0 0  B e e  G o t c h a
T i c k e t s
T i l l i e  J

P B L  D i a m o n d  A w a r d  -  1 5 0  B e e  G o t c h a
T i c k e t s
R o s e  A G

S p o r t s  S t a r s  o f  t h e  W e e k -  G r a c e  Y ,
V i o l e t  D

Student Awards

1 3  D e c e m b e r    H a r r y  R
1 6  D e c e m b e r     A m e l i a  S

1 7  D e c e m b e r    J a c k  B ,  
                     R i l e y  W
1 8  D e c e m b e r   E l s i e  A

2 2  D e c e m b e r     H a r p e r  C  
                     S a i l o r  C
3 0  D e c e m b e r   M a r l i  P
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M e n t a l  H e a l t h  &  W e l l b e i n g  a t  S t  A m b r o s e
 

E r i n  B r a s s



P l e a s e  n o t e :   A l l  a r e  w e l c o m e  t o  o u r  M a s s e s .  
 I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  j o i n  u s  i n  a n y  o f  t h e s e

c e l e b r a t i o n s ,  y o u  a r e  m o s t  w e l c o m e .

Faith & Family

15 Faith & Family

JOIN THE CELEBRATION OF ALL THINGS 

P A R I S H  N E W S L E T T E R  

C H I L D R E N ' S  L I T U R G Y

R e l i g i o u s  C a l e n d a r  o f  E v e n t s  i n  T e r m  1 :

S u m m e r  B l e s s i n g  f o r  F a m i l i e s :
M a y  w e  m a k e  o u r  h o m e s  p l a c e s  o f

r e l a x a t i o n ,
j o y ,  l o v e ,  p e a c e  a n d  s a f e t y .

M a y  w e  b e  g e n e r o u s  a n d
c o n s i d e r a t e ,

n o t  t h i n k i n g  o n l y  a b o u t  o u r s e l v e s ,
b u t  h e l p i n g  o t h e r s  e n j o y  t h e

b l e s s i n g s  o f  t h e  s u m m e r t i m e .
L o r d  G o d ,  C r e a t o r  o f  a l l  t h i n g s ,

g u i d e  o u r  s t e p s  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n  o u r
h e a r t s

d u r i n g  t h e s e  m o n t h s  o f  s u m m e r
a n d  v a c a t i o n  d a y s .

G r a n t  u s  r e f r e s h m e n t  o f  m i n d  a n d
b o d y .  

M a y  w e  c o n s t a n t l y  s t r i v e  t o  m a k e  a
m e a n i n g f u l  d i f f e r e n c e

i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  o u r  l o v e d  o n e s  a n d
i n  t h e  w o r l d  a r o u n d  u s

a s  w e  e n j o y  t h e  w a r m  d a y s  o f
s u m m e r t i m e .

W e  a s k  t h i s  t h r o u g h  C h r i s t  o u r
L o r d .

A m e n .

G o s p e l  R e f l e c t i o n :             L u k e  3 : 1 - 6
A d v e n t  h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  a  t i m e  o f  j o y f u l  p r e p a r a t i o n  i n  o u r

f a m i l y .  L i k e  m a n y  o t h e r s ,  w e  d e c o r a t e  t h e  h o u s e ,  p u t  u p  t h e
N a t i v i t y  s c e n e ,  l i g h t  t h e  A d v e n t  w r e a t h  e a c h  n i g h t ,  a n d  t r y  t o
i n c r e a s e  o u r  p r a y e r  l i f e  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  C h r i s t ’ s  b i r t h .  J o h n

t h e  B a p t i s t  a l s o  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  c o m i n g  o f  C h r i s t ,  b u t  i n  a
m u c h  d i f f e r e n t  w a y .

I n  t o d a y ’ s  G o s p e l ,  h e  i s  h e a r d  p r o c l a i m i n g  t h e  w o r d s  o f  t h e
p r o p h e t  I s a i a h :

“ P r e p a r e  t h e  w a y  o f  t h e  L o r d ,  m a k e  s t r a i g h t  h i s  p a t h s .  E v e r y
v a l l e y  s h a l l  b e  f i l l e d  a n d  e v e r y  m o u n t a i n  a n d  h i l l  s h a l l  b e  m a d e

l o w .  T h e  w i n d i n g  r o a d s  s h a l l  b e  m a d e  s t r a i g h t ,  a n d  t h e  r o u g h
w a y s  m a d e  s m o o t h ,  a n d  a l l  f l e s h  s h a l l  s e e  t h e  s a l v a t i o n  o f

G o d . ”

T h i s  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  s u c h  a  h o p e f u l  a n d  u p b e a t  p a s s a g e !  G o d  c a n
r e a l l y  d o  a l l  t h a t ?  H e  c a n  t a k e  a l l  o f  m y  p r o b l e m s  a n d  m a k e

t h e m  r i g h t ?  H e  c a n  t a c k l e  m y  m o s t  d i f f i c u l t  o b s t a c l e s ?  O f
c o u r s e  H e  c a n !  B u t  l e t  u s  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  i t  a l s o  r e q u i r e s  o u r
c o o p e r a t i o n .  G o d  s e l d o m  w o r k s  b y  w a v i n g  a  m a g i c  w a n d  o r

s n a p p i n g  H i s  f i n g e r s  t o  m a k e  i t  a l l  b e t t e r  i n  a  s i n g l e  i n s t a n t .
J o h n  r e m i n d s  u s  o f  t h a t  t r u t h .  H e  s p e n t  h i s  t i m e  l i v i n g  a l o n e  i n

t h e  d e s e r t  e a t i n g  l o c u s t s  a n d  w i l d  h o n e y  w h i l e  t r y i n g  t o
c o n v i n c e  a  s t u b b o r n  g e n e r a t i o n  t o  r e p e n t  a n d  p r e p a r e  f o r

G o d ’ s  c o m i n g .  T h a t  d o e s n ’ t  s o u n d  l i k e  a  b o w l  o f  c h e r r i e s  t o  m e .
A n d  s o  o u r  A d v e n t  j o u r n e y  m a y  n o t  b e  e i t h e r .  W h i l e  i t  t r u l y  i s  a

t i m e  o f  j o y f u l  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  i t  m a y  a l s o  b e  a  t i m e  o f  s o m e  n o t -
s o - p l e a s a n t  r e f i n i n g  o f  o u r  d e s i r e s  a n d  a  c o n s i s t e n t  r e d i r e c t i n g

o f  o u r  t h o u g h t s  t o w a r d  G o d .  G o d  t r u l y  w i l l  m a k e  o u r  p a t h s
s t r a i g h t ,  b u t  j u s t  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  s o m e t i m e s  G o d  w r i t e s  s t r a i g h t
w i t h  c r o o k e d  l i n e s .  E v e n  s o ,    d o n ’ t  w o r r y ,  H e  w i l l  b e  r i g h t  t h e r e

b e s i d e  y o u  t o  g u i d e  y o u  a l o n g  t h e  w a y .

C o p y r i g h t  2 0 2 4  T a m i  U r c i a  ( C a t h o l i c  M o m :    H o l y  C r o s s  F a m i l y  M i n i s t r i e s )

P O N D E R :

A m i d  y o u r  j o y f u l  A d v e n t
p r e p a r a t i o n s ,  d o  y o u  s t i l l

f i n d  t i m e  f o r  s o u l -
r e f i n i n g  s p i r i t u a l  w o r k ?

https://files.ecatholic.com/25471/bulletins/20241201.pdf?t=1732853966000
https://files.ecatholic.com/25471/bulletins/20241201.pdf?t=1732853966000
https://www.childrensliturgyofthewordc.com/o2bfr3pf.html
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JOIN THE CELEBRATION OF ALL THINGS 

S a c r a m e n t s ,  2 0 2 5

P a r e n t s  o f  s t u d e n t s  m a k i n g  o n e  o f  t h e  S a c r a m e n t s  i n  2 0 2 5 ,  
p l e a s e  n o t e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d a t e s :

S a c r a m e n t  o f  F i r s t  R e c o n c i l i a t i o n :  T h u r s ,  2 7 t h  M a r c h ,  2 0 2 5  a t  1 2 : 3 0  p m
S a c r a m e n t  o f  C o n f i r m a t i o n :        S u n d a y ,  1 5 t h  J u n e ,  2 0 2 5  a t  1  p m

S a c r a m e n t  o f  F i r s t  E u c h a r i s t :        S u n d a y ,  1 7 t h  A u g u s t ,  2 0 2 5  a t  1 1  a m

C o m m i t m e n t  M a s s e s  w i l l  b e  h e l d  o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w e e k e n d s :

S a c r a m e n t  o f  F i r s t  R e c o n c i l i a t i o n :  S a t ,  1 s t  M a r c h ,  2 0 2 5  a t  5 p m
                                                                                   S u n ,  2 n d  M a r c h ,  2 0 2 5  a t  1 1  a m

S a c r a m e n t  o f  C o n f i r m a t i o n :    S a t ,  1 7 t h  M a y ,  2 0 2 5  a t  5 p m
                                                                    S u n ,  1 8 t h  M a y ,  2 0 2 5  a t  1 1  a m

S a c r a m e n t  o f  F i r s t  E u c h a r i s t :    S a t ,  2 n d  J u l y ,  2 0 2 5  a t  5 p m
                                                                     S u n ,  3 r d  J u l y ,  2 0 2 5  a t  1 1  a m

O n l y  o n e  o f  t h e  C o m m i t m e n t  M a s s e s  n e e d s  t o  b e  a t t e n d e d  f o r  
y o u r  c h i l d ’ s  S a c r a m e n t .
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As communicated in our last newsletter, the following details the changes in tuition fees for the
 2025 academic year.

Any decision to adjust tuition fees is never made lightly, nor without careful and thorough consideration of 
our students’ needs and our school’s capacity to provide an education experience that supports every student

to flourish. We are also cognisant of the financial pressures that many families have experienced this year. 

St Ambrose School too, is facing increasing costs in multiple areas of school operations, including WorkCover
premiums, Child Safety compliance, risk management, teacher resources and professional learning, 

and higher central system costs.  
Our tuition fees at St. Ambrose School are also influenced by the Commonwealth Department of Education’s
calculation of our community’s ability to financially contribute to the operating costs of our school, known as

the Capacity to Contribute, or CTC, which is reviewed annually.

School funding is complex, so I have included with this letter a simple school funding “explainer” which I hope
will support your understanding of how government funds Catholic (and other non-government) schools 

and how tuition fees support our school. 

To ensure that we can continue to deliver a personalised, high-quality education that is responsive to the
diverse interests and academic, social and emotional needs of our students, it is necessary to adjust

 our fees in 2025.
As a result, St. Ambrose School ‘s annual fee schedule for 2025 will be:

2025 Annual Tuition Fee

This is an increase of $9.00 per week on 2024 fees for one student and less for each additional student as 
the family fee and capital fee is only paid once per year per family.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the fee increase, or wish to discuss your individual circumstances,
please do not hesitate to contact me. We remain committed to keeping tuition fees as low and affordable as possible,

and to working closely with our community to make this transition as smooth as possible. 
Thank you for your understanding. We are grateful for your ongoing support and trust in our school.

Further information is available on the
School Resourcing Standard

through the Australian Department of
Education. 
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H T T P S : / / P O R T A L . N F O RMA . C OM . A U / L O G I N

H T T P S : / / N F O RMA . C OM . A U / P A R EN T - F A Q S /

https://portal.nforma.com.au/login
https://nforma.com.au/parent-faqs/
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T O  L O G  I N T O  T H E  N F O R M A  P O R T A L ,  U S E  T H I S  L I N K  -
H T T P S : / / P O R T A L . N F O R M A . C O M . A U / L O G I N

H T T P S : / / N F O R M A . C O M . A U / P A R E N T - F A Q S /

https://portal.nforma.com.au/login
https://nforma.com.au/parent-faqs/
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