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S C H O O L  C A L E N D A R

My Prayer for  synodality:
Loving God,

May our way of being together foster:
Compassion

Understanding
Self Care

Being Dependable
Being Organised

Being Professional
Being Supportive
Walking the Talk

Enabling our Vision &amp; Mission
Resilience

Perseverance
Equity

Fairness
Service to Others

Deep Listening
Peace

Inclusion
Love
Hope

    Amen      

Artwork by  
first nations artist 

Susan Reys

PFA CAKE STALL Sept 6th

See flyer in this NL.
 Donations appreciated

https://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/news-events/calendar/
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Message from the Principal
Dear parents, families and friends,

Last week, I had the privilege of attending the
National Catholic Education Conference which

was a valuable opportunity to hear the latest ideas
shaping education today. It was both inspiring and
energising, and I welcomed the chance to gather
with colleagues and leaders in Catholic education

to share, reflect and learn from one another.
The conference offered workshops across a 

wide range of areas, including:
Catholic identity, mission and formation

Learning and teaching
Leadership and governance

Parent, parish and community engagement
Resourcing, infrastructure, advocacy & more.

We began with a moving Acknowledgement of
Country and a reflection on Truth-telling, Healing
and Reconciliation. Another significant focus was

on a Synodal Church—a way of being together that
calls us to listen deeply, reflect spiritually, and
discern collectively in order to carry out our

shared mission.
Education is always evolving. Throughout your
child’s school journey, you’ll notice changes in

how teaching and learning are approached. 
Some skills remain constant—like learning to

write, read and communicate clearly. These are
vital foundations. But learning also goes deeper:
it’s about applying knowledge, asking questions,

thinking critically, and discovering new
possibilities.

This “deep learning” is dynamic and ever-
changing, just as our students are. As educators,

it’s our role to keep exploring new ways to nurture
curiosity, creativity and critical thinking—so our

children are equipped not only with skills, but
with the capacity to thrive in a changing world.
This week our staff did just that on our school
closure day where we explored the why of the

Respectful Relationships program as well as how
we can best teach mental commputation

strategies effectively. 
I am continually inspired by the committment of
our staff who work together to enable our vision

and mission and recognise our school
improvement goals. 

Book Week

Last week, our school came alive with colour,
imagination and a love of stories as we

celebrated Book Week. Students and staff
enjoyed dressing up as their favourite book
characters, filling the day with laughter and
creativity. From parades to shared reading
activities, the week reminded us of the joy

books bring and the power of stories to spark
curiosity and inspire young minds. A big

thank you to our families for helping with
costumes and encouraging a love of reading
at home—it was truly a celebration of books,
learning and community spirit! Thank you to

Erin and our amazing staff for making this
day so much fun!

We hope you can sense the vibe when you
look at our photo story of this day.
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   Bronwyn Phillips
 Principal

For more news and photos visit our website
and look at latest news by clicking on our

Facebook button.
Our next newsletter will be published on 

Friday, 12th September 2025.

School Production

Next NewsletterWe are very keen to start planning for our
2026 School & Parish Fete. In order to make

this event possible we need a number of
willing parents to join our core planning

committee. If you are interested in joining this
group to make our next Fete possible please

email Sophie Lynch on 
sophielynch1981@gmail.com

Calling for Core Committee
Members for our 
2026 School Fete.

Junior Chef
Although our school was not the overall Junior
Chef winner, our students should be extremely
proud of their accomplishment. The scores this
year were very, very close, and all students can
take pride in their efforts. It was a memorable

moment where the children truly shone,
demonstrating their creativity, teamwork, and
passion for cooking. Sophia M, Olive S, Alice C
& Seb M are pictured below as “Yes Chef” and

we congratulate them!
The Sacred Heart College Junior Chef

Competition aims to provide an enjoyable yet
challenging experience. It introduces students

to the secondary school environment and
encourages them to nurture their culinary

skills. Our thanks to SHC for this worthwhile
opportunity.

Our next parents and friends association
meeting will be held on Monday 15th September 
at 7.00pm in our staffroom. Please email Sophie

Lynch on sophielynch1981@gmail.com if you
would like further details.

Next PFA Meeting

Eucharist
We keep our students, who are preparing to

make their First Eucharist this weekend, in our
thoughts and prayers at this special time in

their faith journey. This sacrament of initiation
is a sacred and joyful milestone as they come to

share more fully in the life of the Church. We
pray that they may always feel God’s love

guiding them and that the gift of the Eucharist
strengthens their faith, hope and love in the

years ahead.
You are all welcome to attend the 5pm or 11am

mass this weekend.

Excitement is building as
preparations for our school
production ‘Vaudeville’ are

well underway! Our
students have been

rehearsing with energy and
enthusiasm, and we can’t
wait to share their hard

work and talent with you. 

This promises to be a spectacular performance
filled with music, colour and joy—an event not
to be missed! Make sure to secure your tickets
soon and join us in celebrating what will be a

truly memorable show!

MACSSIS – 
School Improvement Surveys

Each year, our school takes part in MACSSIS
(Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools –

School Improvement Surveys). These surveys
give students, families, and staff the chance to

share their thoughts and experiences of 
school life.

The feedback we receive helps us celebrate 
what we are doing well and guides us in making

improvements where they are needed most.
Your voice plays an important role in shaping 

the future direction of our school and in
supporting the best possible outcomes for 

all students.
Why MACSSIS Matters:

Listening to our community: The surveys
highlight our strengths and show us where

we can grow.
Planning for the future: Your feedback helps
us set goals and plan for the coming years.

We encourage all families to complete this
short survey. Links will be sent out next week. 

https://www.facebook.com/people/St-Ambrose-Primary-School-Woodend/61558470521257/
https://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/
mailto:sophielynch1981@gmail.com
mailto:sophielynch1981@gmail.com
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AROUND THE SCHOOL

C l i c k  h e r e  f o r  B o o k  P a r a d e  g a l l e r y .

Around the School 5

Y e a r  2 ' s  m a k i n g  c l a y  h o u s e s  i n  A r t .

R o t a r y  C l u b  v i s i t  G r a d e  5 / 6  s t u d e n t s .

https://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/book-parade/
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Birthdays & Bake Sale 6

3 0  A u g u s t    
3 1  A u g u s t    
1  S e p t e m b e r    
2  S e p t e m b e r   
3  S e p t e m b e r   
5  S e p t e m b e r
8  S e p t e m b e r

B o s t o n  M
O l i v e  S
B a s s y  G
A n n a  M ,  R u b y  S
Te d d y  A
A m i t y  C
E l l e  B
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N e x t  T u e s d a y  2  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 5  
w e  w i l l  c e l e b r a t e  o u r  S t  A m b r o s e  F a t h e r s

 a n d / o r  s i g n i f i c a n t  p e r s o n s ,  w i t h  a n  a f t e r n o o n  t e a  i n  G u m b u y a
( l i b r a r y )  f o l l o w e d  b y  a  s p e c i a l  p r a y e r  a n d  g a m e s  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m .
I t  i s  a l s o  a  F o o t y  C o l o u r s  D a y  i f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  c o m e  d r e s s e d  

i n  a  s p o r t y  t h e m e !  
 

A f t e r n o o n  T e a  -  2 . 0 0 p m
 T h i s  i s  a  w o n d e r f u l  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c o n n e c t  w i t h  o t h e r  p a t r i a r c h a l

f i g u r e s  a n d  h a v e  a  q u i e t  m o m e n t  o n  a  b u s y  d a y .  
To d d l e r s  a r e  w e l c o m e  t o  a t t e n d  u n d e r  p a r e n t  s u p e r v i s i o n .   

S p e c i a l  P r a y e r  a n d  G a m e s  i n  t h e  C l a s s r o o m  -  2 . 4 5 p m  
F o l l o w i n g  a f t e r n o o n  t e a ,  w e  i n v i t e  o u r  f a t h e r s / s i g n i f i c a n t  p e r s o n s  t o
j o i n  o u r  s t u d e n t s  f o r  a  s p e c i a l  p r a y e r  a n d  g a m e s  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m s .

P l e a s e  i n d i c a t e  y o u r  a t t e n d a n c e  f o r  c a t e r i n g  p u r p o s e s  v i a  O p e r o o .  

Father's Day Afternoon Tea
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9 Mental Health & Wellbeing

M e n t a l  H e a l t h  &  W e l l b e i n g  a t  S t  A m b r o s e
 

E r i n  B r a s s

G r o w i n g  w i t h  G r a t i t u d e  W o r l d ' s  B i g g e s t  G r a t i t u d e  L e s s o n

http://youtube.com/watch?v=HZsJOO8oRnc&feature=youtu.be


P r a y e r :
L o r d ,  a s  Y o u  j o u r n e y e d  t h r o u g h  

l i f e ,  Y o u  l o o k e d  o n l y  a t  t h e  h e a r t s  
o f  t h o s e  Y o u  e n c o u n t e r e d .  

Y o u  t r e a t e d  e a c h  p e r s o n  w i t h  
d i g n i t y  a n d  l o v e .  

P l e a s e  h e l p  m e  t o  s h e d  a l l
t e m p t a t i o n s  t o  s e e  o t h e r s  t h r o u g h
t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  t o  s h o w

f u l l  r e s p e c t  t o  a l l  o f  Y o u r  s o n s  a n d
d a u g h t e r s .

 J e s u s ,  I  t r u s t  i n  Y o u .

P o p e  F r a n c i s ’    P r a y e r  
I n t e n t i o n  f o r  A u g u s t :

F o r  m u t u a l  c o e x i s t e n c e
L e t  u s  p r a y  t h a t  s o c i e t i e s  w h e r e

c o e x i s t e n c e  s e e m s  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  m i g h t
n o t  s u c c u m b  t o  t h e  t e m p t a t i o n  o f
c o n f r o n t a t i o n  f o r  e t h n i c ,  p o l i t i c a l ,

r e l i g i o u s ,  o r  i d e o l o g i c a l  r e a s o n s .

G o s p e l  R e f l e c t i o n :         L u k e  1 3 : 2 2 - 3 0         
                                  

T h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h i s  p a s s a g e  p r o v i d e s  i n s i g h t  i n t o  J e s u s ’
m i s s i o n  a n d  H i s  c o n c e r n  f o r  e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  p e r s o n .  N o t e  t h a t

J e s u s  w a s  t r a v e l i n g  t o w a r d  t h e  l a r g e  a n d  p o p u l o u s  c i t y  o f
J e r u s a l e m .  B u t  a s  H e  t r a v e l e d ,  H e  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  “ t o w n s  a n d
v i l l a g e s ”  a n d  t a u g h t  t h e  p e o p l e  a s  H e  w e n t .  T h i s  m i g h t  s e e m

l i k e  a  s m a l l  d e t a i l ,  b u t  i t  i s  a l s o  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  o n e .

O n e  h i s t o r i a n ,  J o s e p h u s ,  w r o t e  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  a b o u t  2 4 0
v i l l a g e s  t h r o u g h o u t  G a l i l e e  a t  t h e  t i m e  J e s u s  l i v e d .  I t ’ s

i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  J e s u s  w a n t e d  t o  t e a c h  e v e r y o n e .  H e
d i d n ’ t  c a r e  i f  t h e y  w e r e  w e a l t h y  a n d  p o w e r f u l  p e o p l e  i n  t h e

l a r g e  c i t y  o r  p e a s a n t  f a r m e r s  a n d  s h e p h e r d s  f r o m  t h e
c o u n t r y s i d e .  H i s  m i s s i o n  w a s  t o  a l l .

O n e  t h i n g  t h i s  t e a c h e s  u s  i s  t h a t  w e ,  a l s o ,  m u s t  h a v e  l o v e  a n d
c o n c e r n  f o r  e v e r y o n e ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e i r  s o c i a l  s t a t u s .  E a c h

a n d  e v e r y  p e r s o n  i s  e q u a l  i n  d i g n i t y .  F r o m  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  a
l a r g e  c o u n t r y ,  t o  t h e  b e g g a r  i n  a n  a l l e y w a y ,  e v e r y o n e  d e s e r v e s

o u r  r e s p e c t  a n d  a t t e n t i o n  i n  a n  e q u a l  w a y .

O u r  f a l l e n  h u m a n  n a t u r e  e x p e r i e n c e s  v a r i o u s  f o r m s  o f
t e m p t a t i o n .  A m o n g  t h e m  a r e  t e m p t a t i o n s  f o r  r i c h e s ,  p o w e r
a n d  p r e s t i g e .  F o r  t h a t  r e a s o n ,  w e  t e n d  t o  a d m i r e  t h o s e  w h o

h a v e  o b t a i n e d  w o r l d l y  s u c c e s s  b e c a u s e  w e  w a n t  i t  f o r
o u r s e l v e s .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  w e  t e n d  t o  s h o w  g r e a t e r  r e s p e c t  f o r

t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  a c h i e v e d  w h a t  w e  c o v e t  a n d  g i v e  l e s s
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h o s e  w h o  d o  n o t  h a v e  t h a t  s u c c e s s .  T h i s ,  o f

c o u r s e ,  g o e s  t o  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m .

W h e n  y o u  t h i n k  a b o u t  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o m  y o u  h a v e  e n c o u n t e r e d
r e c e n t l y ,  w h a t  c o m e s  t o  m i n d ?  P e r h a p s  y o u r  “ e n c o u n t e r ”  w a s

t o  r e a d  a b o u t  s o m e o n e ’ s  g r e a t  s u c c e s s  i n  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  w o r l d .
O r  p e r h a p s  i t  w a s  t o  r e a d  a b o u t  s o m e o n e ’ s  d e m i s e  i n  a n o t h e r
w a y .  P e r h a p s  a  n e i g h b o r  h a s  d o n e  w e l l  a n d  p u r c h a s e d  a  n e w
c a r ,  o r  a  f r i e n d  g o t  f i r e d  f r o m  a  j o b .  W h a t e v e r  t h e  c a s e  m a y
b e ,  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  l e v e l  o f  p e r s o n a l  r e s p e c t

a n d  l o v e  y o u  s h o w  f o r  e a c h  p e r s o n .  I t  m u s t  b e  e q u a l .  W o r l d l y
s t a t u s  c a n n o t  d e t e r m i n e  h o w  w e  t r e a t  o t h e r s .  T h i s  i s  h a r d  t o

a v o i d .

A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t o d a y ’ s  G o s p e l ,  J e s u s  s a y s ,  “ F o r  b e h o l d ,  s o m e  a r e
l a s t  w h o  w i l l  b e  f i r s t ,  a n d  s o m e  a r e  f i r s t  w h o  w i l l  b e  l a s t . ”  T h e

l a t t e r  s t a t e m e n t  m u s t  h a v e  e s p e c i a l l y  r e s o n a t e d  w i t h  t h o s e
w h o  f e l t  s o m e w h a t  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  a n d  u n i m p o r t a n t  i n  l i f e .

T h o s e  w h o  f e l t  l i k e  t h e y  w e r e  “ l a s t ”  w o u l d  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  a
c e r t a i n  h o p e .  T h i s  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  G o d  n e v e r  m e a s u r e s  u s  b y  o u r
s u c c e s s e s  f r o m  a  w o r l d l y  s t a n d p o i n t .  H e  m e a s u r e s  u s  o n l y  o n

t h e  l e v e l  o f  o u r  f i d e l i t y  t o  H i s  h o l y  w i l l .

©  2 0 2 5  M y  C a t h o l i c  L i f e !  I n c .

Faith & Family

10 Faith & Family

JOIN THE CELEBRATION OF ALL THINGS 

P A R I S H  N E W S L E T T E R  

C H I L D R E N ' S  L I T U R G Y

R E L I G I O U S  C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  I N  T E R M  T H R E E ,  2 0 2 5 :

P l e a s e  n o t e :    A l l  a r e  w e l c o m e  t o  o u r  M a s s e s .    
I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  j o i n  u s  i n  a n y  o f  t h e s e

c e l e b r a t i o n s ,  y o u  a r e  m o s t  w e l c o m e .

D o  y o u  s e e  e v e r y  p e r s o n  i n  t h e  w a y  t h a t  G o d  s e e s
t h e m ?  D o  y o u  s e e  e v e r y o n e  w i t h  e q u a l  d i g n i t y  a n d

w o r t h ?  O r  d o  y o u  e l e v a t e  t h o s e  w h o m  y o u  e n v y  a n d
w h o s e  s u c c e s s  y o u  c o v e t ?  S e e k  t o  e l i m i n a t e  a l l

 w o r l d l y  w a y s  o f  l o o k i n g  a t  o t h e r s  s o  t h a t  y o u  w i l l
 o n l y  l o o k  a t  o t h e r s  t h r o u g h  t h e  l e n s  o f  t h e i r  

d i g n i t y  a n d  f i d e l i t y  t o  t h e  w i l l  o f  G o d .

https://www.childrensliturgyofthewordc.com/wh0ig0cr4h.html
https://files.ecatholic.com/25471/bulletins/20250824.pdf?t=1755838509000
https://files.ecatholic.com/25471/bulletins/20250824.pdf?t=1755838509000
https://www.childrensliturgyofthewordc.com/il0ul0mstr.html
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