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May our school become a true
home of hope. We all have gifts

to share and dreams
and potential to aspire to. 

Let us walk together in
communion with our students,

colleagues and families to foster
a growth mindset and

 respectful relationships.
May we move forward with 

hope anchored in faith, 
may we continue to strive for

excellence in providing holistic
learning experiences through

our relationships and
vocation. We set this intention

for the good of all in our
community.

My Reflection:
Learning Brings Hope

St. Carlo Acutis
 was canonised as a saint on 7th
September 2025, alongside Pier
Giorgio Frassati. Acutis has been

referred to as the "patron saint of
the Internet", "God's Influencer" and

the "first millennial saint".

https://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/news-events/calendar/
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Message from the Principal

Dear parents, families and friends,
This week our students lit up the stage with

colour, dance, song and fun! Congratulations to
our students for an absolutely spectacular school
production! This was no ordinary performance—it
was a true showcase of student voice, agency, and

creativity. Our young performers took the lead
from the very beginning, researching the era,

choreographing dances, singing songs, playing
instruments, writing scripts, and planning each

item with great enthusiasm.
The result was a lively and entertaining

celebration of their many and varied talents. 
From heartfelt solo singing by Evie M and

engaging skits, to clever joke-telling, energetic
dance routines, and even impressive acrobatic

skills, every student had the opportunity to shine.
It was a joy to witness their personalities,

confidence, and teamwork showcased on stage.
A huge thank you goes to our amazing Performing
Arts teacher, Mrs Byrne, to Macy G, Ms Shannon,

and all of our dedicated staff for making this a
production to remember. Under Ms Shannon’s
guidance, the children also created the striking

set, which added an extra layer of magic
 to the show.

We are also so grateful to our families and
supportive community, whose encouragement and
presence helped make the evening such a success.
Our production not only entertained, it was also a

proud culmination of the students’ hard work,
creativity, and collaboration.

Our sincere thanks also to Tim Walsh, Tyrone H, &
Sacred Heart College Kyneton for their

tremendous support and for allowing us to use
their great facilities!

We were delighted to host a wonderful
celebration for our fathers, grandfathers and
special people, with an afternoon providing

opportunity for conversation and building new
connections. The event was very well attended,

and it was heart-warming to see so many
families come together to share in this special
occasion. Guests enjoyed a relaxed afternoon

tea before joining their children for a
meaningful liturgy and fun games in the

classrooms. The smiles, laughter and sense of
community were beautifully captured in our

photo story, showing the joy of spending time
together and the importance of these special

relationships in the lives of our students.

Coupled with the St Ambrose tradition of footy
colours day fathers, grandfathers, special

people, students and staff proudly wore their
favourite team colours, creating a lively

atmosphere across the school. Thanks to the
generous gold coin donations, we raised over

$240.00, which will go directly towards
purchasing valuable classroom resources to

support student learning. A huge thank you to
everyone who contributed.

Cake Stall Thanks & Next PFA Meeting
We greatly appreciated the kind donations of

produce for our PFA cake stall. Thanks to your
help we raised approx. $500.  Special thanks to
Kate F, Danielle G and their team for giving up

their time to make the cake stall possible. 
It is great to maintain the presence in our local
community who always enjoy the home made

goodies!
Our next parents and friends association meeting

will be held on Monday 13th October 
at 7.00pm in the staffroom. 
Please email Sophie Lynch on

sophielynch1981@gmail.com if you would like
further information.  We aim to start planning for

our 2026 school fete at this meeting.

Father’s Day Fun

mailto:sophielynch1981@gmail.com
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   Bronwyn Phillips
 Principal

For more news and photos visit our website 
and look at latest news by clicking on our 

Facebook button.
Our next newsletter will be published on 

Friday, 10th October 2025.

Next Newsletter

From term four former PE teacher and parent
Libby N will facilitate physical activities on the
oval between 8.30 and 8.45 am on Wednesday
and Friday mornings. All students are welcome

to participate!

On Wednesday the 3rd of September, Joel
and I competed in the Premier’s Spelling Bee
in the state final. We competed against all of
Victoria. We had to answer 30 questions with
25 seconds each. To get away from the noise
we had to do it in the Auslan room. We are

still waiting for our results to come in for us
to know how well we did. 

By Sonny

We congratulate all of our students who
made their sacrament of first holy

communiojn  recently. Remy, Myles, Tillie,
Seb and Rose are pictured above with their
certificates. May this sacrament bring them
lasting joy, deepen their love for God, and

illuminate their path with faith and guidance.

In October our local dental nurse will conduct
oral health lessons in each classroom and

provide each student with a take home dental
health kit. Please read details in the flyer later

in this newsletter. 

HuffnPuff

Spelling Champions

Dental Health

St Ambrose Primary School and
Woodend Rotary Club Cultural

Exchange 
In 2022, the Woodend Rotary Club began an

important partnership project with the support
of the Vanuatu Rotary Club of Santo to

construct a new cyclone-proof school building
in the village of Mwast, located on Espiritu

Santo, the largest island in Vanuatu.
As part of this meaningful initiative, students

from St Ambrose have participated in a Cultural
Exchange Program over the past 12 months with
students from Mwast. Through the exchange of
letters, students have shared stories about their

families, schools, homes, and communities,
fostering a deep and personal connection

between our two cultures.
Our students have been enthusiastic and

engaged, eagerly awaiting each new letter from
their penpals. The program has been a valuable
opportunity for students to learn about life in

Vanuatu, broaden their global perspectives, and
reflect on the similarities and differences

between our communities.
Recently, we were privileged to welcome four

visiting Rotarians, two of whom had just
returned from Mwast, Allan and Shirley. They

spoke with our students about their experiences
in the village, shared stories from the

community, and delivered the most recent batch
of penpal letters, much to the excitement of our

students!
We are incredibly grateful for the continued

support of the Rotary Clubs and the dedication
of everyone involved in this partnership. The
Cultural Exchange Program continues to be a

powerful way to build empathy, understanding,
and lifelong connections across the globe.

First Eucharist

https://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/people/St-Ambrose-Primary-School-Woodend/61558470521257/
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Y O U R  P A R A G R A P H  T E X T

I n  3 / 4 O  t h i s  w e e k  w e  h a v e  b e e n
s t u d y i n g  P o e t r y .  W e  s t a r t e d

w i t h  t h e  H a i k u .  A  s m a l l  p o e m
t h a t  u s e s  a  v e r y  s p e c i f i c

s t r u c t u r e .  A  5  s y l l a b l e  l i n e ,
t h e n  a  7  s y l l a b l e  l i n e ,  t h e n

a n o t h e r  5  s y l l a b l e  l i n e .  
I n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h
 M s .  S h a n n o n  w e  t h e n

p u b l i s h e d  o u r  H a i k u s  o f  l o c a l
a r e a s  a n d  i l l u s t r a t e d  o v e r  t h e

t o p  o f  t h e m .



AROUND THE SCHOOL

Around the School 6



Birthdays & Student Awards 

Birthdays & Student Awards 7

A r c h i e  L  f o r  e x t e n d i n g  h i s  i d e a  i n  w r i t i n g  t o  a d d  m o r e  d e t a i l .
N e a v e  K  f o r  s u p p o r t i n g  h e r  p e e r s  i n  c l a s s  d u r i n g  l e a r n i n g  t i m e .
M a t t e o  T  f o r  s h o w i n g  a  p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  i m p r o v i n g  h i s  h a n d w r i t i n g .
J o a q u i n  C  f o r  h a v i n g  a  p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  a l l  l e a r n i n g  t a s k s  -  w e l l  d o n e .
R o s a  M  f o r  b e i n g  a  w o n d e r f u l  r o l e  m o d e l  i n  P / 1 S  a n d  d i s p l a y i n g  o u r  s c h o o l  v a l u e s
a t  a l l  t i m e s .   W e l l  d o n e !
W i l l a  M  f o r  h e r  r e s i l i e n c e  a n d  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  w h e n  r e a d i n g  n e w  b o o k s .   W e l l  d o n e !
E l l e  S  f o r  b e i n g  a  p o s i t i v e  a n d  r e s p e c t f u l  c l a s s  m a t e .   W e l l  d o n e !
E m i l i a  T  f o r  h e r  t h o u g h t f u l  a n d  i n t e r e s t i n g  S h o w  a n d  Te l l  p r e s e n t a t i o n s .   W e l l  d o n e !
Ta j  M  f o r  s h a r i n g  h i s  k n o w l e d g e  d u r i n g  r e a d i n g  a c t i v i t i e s !
O s c a r  D  f o r  h i s  e n t h u s i a s m  w h i l e  u s i n g  t h e  B e e  b o t s !
F l o  H  f o r  h e r  f o c u s  d u r i n g  m a t h s  s h a p e  t a s k s !
S a i l o r  C  f o r  a l w a y s  b e i n g  a  p o s i t i v e  r o l e  m o d e l  f o r  h e r  p e e r s !
M o l l y  M  f o r  w o r k i n g  h a r d  t o  c h e c k  o v e r  h e r  w o r k  i n d e p e n d e n t l y.
S e b  M  f o r  h i s  a m a z i n g  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  o u r  c l a s s  d i s c u s s i o n s !
E v e r l y  B  f o r  a n  e x c e l l e n t  e f f o r t  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  d e c i m a l s  i n  M a t h s .
I o n a  T  f o r  w r i t i n g  a n  e x c e l l e n t  e n t r y  i n t o  o u r  h o m o p h o n e s  b o o k .
B i l l  R  f o r  s h o w i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  k i n d n e s s  b y  c l e a n i n g  u p  m e s s  m a d e  b y  o t h e r s .
S o f i a  M  f o r  r e p r e s e n t i n g  S t  A m b r o s e  i n  t h e  J u n i o r  C h e f  c o m p e t i t i o n .
I s a a c  C  f o r  h i s  k i n d  p e e r  s u p p o r t  -  l i s t e n i n g  t o  a n d  r e a d i n g  t o  o t h e r s .
B i l l i e  H  f o r  a l w a y s  w o r k i n g  t o  h e r  b e s t  a b i l i t y  i n  c l a s s .
E m r y s  G  f o r  s h a r i n g  h i s  s t r o n g  v o c a b u l a r y  k n o w l e d g e  t o  h e l p  o u r  c l a s s  l e a r n .
R u b y  Z W  f o r  b e i n g  a  k i n d  a n d  c o n s i d e r a t e  c l a s s m a t e .
O s k a r  J  f o r  s h a r i n g  h i s  k n o w l e d g e  o n  e l a p s e d  t i m e  w i t h  t h e  c l a s s .
L e o n  G  f o r  a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  a n g l e s  i n  m a t h s .
W h e t h e r  i t ' s  a c u t e ,  o b t u s e  o r  r i g h t  -  y o u  a l w a y s  g e t  i t  j u s t  r i g h t !   K e e p  u p  t h e  g r e a t
w o r k !
L e o n  G  f o r  s h o w i n g  a  r e s p o n s i b l e  a t t i t u d e  t o  y o u r  l e a r n i n g  i n  t h e  c l a s s r o o m .   W e l l
d o n e  L e o n .   K e e p  u p  t h e  g r e a t  w o r k !
J o e l  W  f o r  p r o g r e s s i n g  t o  t h e  S t a t e  F i n a l s  i n  t h e  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ’ s  S p e l l i n g  B e e
c o m p e t i t i o n .   C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s ! !
E l l e  S  f o r  s h o w i n g  a  p o s i t i v e  g r o w t h  m i n d s e t  t o  p r o b l e m  s o l v i n g  i n  m a t h s .   W e l l
d o n e  E l l e ,  k e e p  u p  t h e  g r e a t  w o r k !

P B L  B r o n z e  A w a r d s  -  B o d h i  V,  E l l e  S ,  B o s t o n  M

P B L  S i l v e r  A w a r d s  -  J o r d a n  M ,  W i n t e r  T,  J a m e s  F,  N i a m h  F,  M a t i l d a  C ,  C h a r l i e  P,
To b y  C

P B L  G o l d  A w a r d s  -  C h a s e  K ,  B e n  H ,  K a t e  D ,  A m y  M ,  Te d d y  M ,  D a v i d  Y,  F e l i c i t y  F,
R e m y  B ,  J e t h r o  F,  I o n a  T,  A l i c e  C

P B L  R a i n b o w  A w a r d s  -  M a d e l i n e  Q ,  D a r c y  S

1 5  S E P T E M B E R
1 7  S E P T E M B E R
1 9  S E P T E M B E R
2 2  S E P T E M B E R
2 3  S E P T E M B E R
2 4  S E P T E M B E R
2 5  S E P T E M B E R
2 6  S E P T E M B E R
2 8  S E P T E M B E R
2 9  S E P T E M B E R
1  O C T O B E R
2  O C T O B E R
3  O C T O B E R
5  O C T O B E R
6  O C T O B E R
7  O C T O B E R

P / 1 O
P / 1 O
P / 1 T
P / 1 T
P / 1 S
P / 1 S
P / 1 S
P / 1 S
P / 1 S
2 K R
2 K R
2 K R
2 K R

3 / 4 C W
3 / 4 C W
3 / 4 M
3 / 4 M
3 / 4 O
3 / 4 O
5 / 6 M
5 / 6 M
5 / 6 P
5 / 6 P
5 / 6 P
5 / 6 W

5 / 6 W

5 / 6 W

5 / 6 W

M Y L E S  L ,  C O B Y  S
M O L L Y  M
D E O N  S
J A C K  H ,  A U G I E  L
E L I S E  R ,  M A D I  Y
J A M E S  B E N N E T T
N I C K  L
T O B Y  C
B O D H I  H
F E L I C I T Y  F
C A L E B  S
O S K A R  J
L E B O K O  S
A M Y  M
M A G G I E  C
S O F I A  M
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Canteen News
H e l l o  P a r e n t s ,  C a r e r s ,  S t a f f  a n d  S t u d e n t s ,  

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  a n o t h e r  f a n t a s t i c  t e r m  o f  o r d e r s  i n  t h e  C a n t e e n .  I  h o p e  y o u  h a v e  a l l  e n j o y e d  e i t h e r  t h e  d a y  o f f
m a k i n g  l u n c h  o r  e a t i n g  y o u r  l u n c h  t r e a t !  W e  c e r t a i n l y  h a v e  h a d  a  r e a l l y  b u s y  t e r m .  T h a n k  y o u  v e r y  m u c h  t o  a l l
t h e  v o l u n t e e r s  w h o  h a v e  a s s i s t e d .  W i t h o u t  y o u r  h e l p  t h e  S t  A m b r o s e  C a n t e e n  w o u l d n ' t  b e  a b l e  t o  o f f e r  s u c h  a

w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  c h o i c e s ,  I  t r u l y  a p p r e c i a t e  e v e r y o n e .  

S o m e  c h a n g e s  a r e  c o m i n g  t o  t h e  m e n u  i n  T e r m  4  a l o n g  w i t h  w a r m e r  w e a t h e r  a r e :

H o t  c h o c o l a t e  w i l l  b e  p h a s e d  o u t  o v e r  t h e  f i r s t  c o u p l e  o f  w e e k s  b e i n g  r e p l a c e d  w i t h  t h e  v e r y  p o p u l a r  f r o z e n
t r e a t s .  

F r e s h  f r u i t  s a l a d  w i l l  a l s o  b e  b a c k  w h e n  f r u i t  i s  n i c e ,  s w e e t  a n d  t a s t y .

F i n a l l y  k e e p  y o u r  e y e s  o n  t h e  s p e c i a l s  t a b  e a c h  w e e k  f o r  s o m e  e x t r a  s p e c i a l ,  s p e c i a l s !  
O u r  G r a d e  6  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  d u r i n g  T e r m  4  t o  s u g g e s t  a n  i t e m  t h a t  a p p e a r s  o n  t h e  m e n u  f o r  o n e
w e e k  o n l y .  T h e s e  s p e c i a l s  w i l l  b e  n a m e d  a f t e r  t h e  s t u d e n t  w h o  s u g g e s t e d  i t  a n d  b e  m a d e  i n  l i m i t e d  q u a n t i t i e s .

A s  w i t h  a l l  s p e c i a l s  t h e y  d o  s e l l  o u t  f a s t ,  s o  b e  q u i c k  t o  p l a c e  y o u r  o r d e r .

H a v e  a  w o n d e r f u l  b r e a k ,  s e e  y o u  i n  T e r m  4 .

T h a n k  y o u ,  K a t i e  
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M e n t a l  H e a l t h  &  W e l l b e i n g  a t  S t  A m b r o s e
 

E r i n  B r a s s

A  c a l l  o u t  t o  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  o l d  w o r k  t i e s  t h e y  n o  l o n g e r  n e e d .
W o u l d  y o u  b e  w i l l i n g  t o  d o n a t e  y o u r  o l d  w o r k  t i e s  t o  u s  

f o r  a n  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  w e  r u n  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  
T r a n s i t i o n  i n t o  S e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s  d a y ?  

I f  s o ,  p l e a s e  d r o p  t h e m  i n  t h e  o f f i c e  t o  J u s t i n e  
a t  y o u r  e a r l i e s t  c o n v e n i e n c e .  T h a n k  y o u !

C A L L  O U T  F O R  O L D  W O R K  T I E S
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JOIN THE CELEBRATION OF ALL THINGS 

P A R I S H  N E W S L E T T E R  

C H I L D R E N ' S  L I T U R G Y
R E L I G I O U S  C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  I N  T E R M  F O U R ,  2 0 2 5 :

P l e a s e  n o t e :    A l l  a r e  w e l c o m e  t o  o u r  M a s s e s .    
I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  j o i n  u s  i n  a n y  o f  t h e s e

c e l e b r a t i o n s ,  y o u  a r e  m o s t  w e l c o m e .  P l e a s e  s i t  a t
t h e  b a c k  o r  u p s t a i r s  t o  m a i e  s u r e  t h e r e  i s  r o o m  f o r

a l l  t h e  s t u d e n t s .

P r a y e r  o f  S t .  F r a n c i s  o f  A s s i s i  ( P r a y e r  f o r  P e a c e )
L o r d ,  m a k e  m e  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  o f  y o u r  p e a c e :

w h e r e  t h e r e  i s  h a t r e d ,  l e t  m e  s o w  l o v e ;
w h e r e  t h e r e  i s  i n j u r y ,  p a r d o n ;

w h e r e  t h e r e  i s  d o u b t ,  f a i t h ;
w h e r e  t h e r e  i s  d e s p a i r ,  h o p e ;

w h e r e  t h e r e  i s  d a r k n e s s ,  l i g h t ;
w h e r e  t h e r e  i s  s a d n e s s ,  j o y .

O  d i v i n e  M a s t e r ,  g r a n t  t h a t  I  m a y  n o t  s o  m u c h  s e e k
t o  b e  c o n s o l e d  a s  t o  c o n s o l e ,

t o  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  a s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d ,
t o  b e  l o v e d  a s  t o  l o v e .

F o r  i t  i s  i n  g i v i n g  t h a t  w e  r e c e i v e ,
i t  i s  i n  p a r d o n i n g  t h a t  w e  a r e  p a r d o n e d ,

a n d  i t  i s  i n  d y i n g  t h a t  w e  a r e  b o r n  t o  e t e r n a l  l i f e .

P o p e  F r a n c i s ’    P r a y e r  I n t e n t i o n  f o r  S e p t e m b e r :

F o r  o u r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  a l l  o f  c r e a t i o n
L e t  u s  p r a y  t h a t ,  i n s p i r e d  b y  S a i n t  F r a n c i s ,  w e

m i g h t  e x p e r i e n c e  o u r  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  w i t h  a l l
c r e a t u r e s  w h o  a r e  l o v e d  b y  G o d  a n d  w o r t h y  o f

l o v e  a n d  r e s p e c t .

G o s p e l  R e f l e c t i o n :             L u k e  1 4 : 2 5 - 3 3

“ D o n ’ t  s t a r t  w h a t  y o u  c a n ’ t  f i n i s h ”  s e e m s  t o
b e  t h e  t h e m e  o f  t o d a y ’ s  G o s p e l  r e a d i n g .

W h a t e v e r  t h e  g o a l ,  b e  i t  b u i l d i n g  a  t o w e r ,
p r e p a r i n g  f o r  b a t t l e ,  o r  f o l l o w i n g  J e s u s ,  w e
s h o u l d  m a k e  s u r e  w e  h a v e  e n o u g h  t o  c r o s s
t h e  f i n i s h  l i n e .  B u t  w h a t  i s  “ e n o u g h ”  w h e n

i t  c o m e s  t o  d i s c i p l e s h i p ?  J e s u s  i s  c l e a r :
i t ’ l l  t a k e  a l l  w e  h a v e .  B u t  w h a t  i f  w e  d o n ’ t

h a v e  t h e  s t r e n g t h  t o  g i v e  i t  a l l ?
B e i n g  a  m o m  t o  o u r  f o u r  c h i l d r e n  h a s  b e e n
o n e  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  j o y s  o f  m y  l i f e .  I t ’ s  a l s o
b e e n  o n e  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  c h a l l e n g e s .  M a y b e

y o u  c a n  r e l a t e  w h e n  I  s a y  h a v i n g  c h i l d r e n
f e e l s  l i k e  w a l k i n g  a r o u n d  w i t h  y o u r  h e a r t

o u t s i d e  o f  y o u r  b o d y .  S o  w h e n  J e s u s  s a y s  i f
w e  a r e  t o  c o m e  t o  H i m ,  w e  m u s t  h a t e  o u r

c h i l d r e n ,  p a r e n t s ,  s p o u s e s ,  a n d  e v e n
o u r s e l v e s ,  i t ’ s  s h o c k i n g .

I f  w e  w a n t  t h e  s t r e n g t h  t o  c a r r y  o u r  c r o s s ,
w e  h a v e  t o  l o o k  a t  o u r  p r i o r i t i e s .  G o d

c o m e s  f i r s t .  O u r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  G o d  h a s
p r i m a r y  p l a c e m e n t  b e f o r e  t h e  m a r r i a g e ,
b e f o r e  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  a n d  o u r  h e a l t h  a n d
w e l l - b e i n g .  T h i s  i s  s i m p l e ,  b u t  n o t  e a s y .
B u t  h e r e ’ s  t h e  t h i n g :  w h e n  w e  p u t  G o d

f i r s t ,  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  p r i o r i t i e s  i n  l i f e  f a l l  i n t o
p r o p e r  o r d e r .  W h e n  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  o u r  l o v e

i s  f r o m  G o d  a n d  f o r  G o d ,  w e  l o v e  o u r
f a m i l i e s  b e t t e r .  B u t  i f  w e  p r i o r i t i z e  b y

t h r o w i n g  a l l  t h e  b a l l s  u p  i n  t h e  a i r  a n d
c a t c h i n g  w h a t  f a l l s  f i r s t ,  w e  c a n  e a s i l y

m a k e  i d o l s  o f  t h e  w r o n g  t h i n g s .
G o d  d o e s n ’ t  w a n t  u s  t o  h a t e  o u r  f a m i l i e s .
H e ’ s  a s k i n g  u s  t o  l o v e  H i m  m o r e .  T h a t  i s

t h e  w e i g h t  o f  t h e  c r o s s  w e  c a r r y .  T h e
b e a u t y  i s  t h a t  w h e n  w e  p u t  o u r  l o v e  f o r

H i m  f i r s t ,  w e  g a i n  a  n e w  p e r s p e c t i v e  o n  t h e
p r o j e c t s  w e  f i n d  w o r t h  s t a r t i n g  i n  t h e  f i r s t

p l a c e .  
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S t .  C a r l o  A c u t i s  w a s  b o r n  o n  M a y  3 ,  1 9 9 1  i n  L o n d o n  t o  n o n - r e l i g i o u s  p a r e n t s .  H o w e v e r,  m u c h  o f  h i s  f a m i l y  w a s  C a t h o l i c ,  a n d  h e  w a s
b a p t i z e d  a  f e w  w e e k s  a f t e r  h i s  b i r t h .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r,  h e  m o v e d  w i t h  h i s  f a m i l y  t o  M i l a n ,  w h e r e  h i s  p a r e n t s  w o u l d  w o r k  f o r  f a m i l y  b u s i n e s s e s .

S i n c e  h i s  p a r e n t s  w o r k e d ,  C a r l o  w a s  o f t e n  e n t r u s t e d  t o  t h e  c a r e  o f  n a n n i e s  o r  d a y c a r e  c e n t e r s .  F r o m  a  y o u n g  a g e ,  h e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  a n
i n t e r e s t  i n  C a t h o l i c i s m ,  a n d  o n e  o f  h i s  b a b y s i t t e r s  w o u l d  a n s w e r  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  h e  h a d  a b o u t  h e r  f a i t h .

F r o m  t h i s  y o u n g  a g e ,  C a r l o  b e g a n  s h o w i n g  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  s i g n s  o f  d e v o t i o n  t o  C h r i s t .  W h e n  h e  w a s  t h r e e  y e a r s  o l d ,  h i s  g r a n d f a t h e r  d i e d  a n d
a p p e a r e d  t o  h i m  i n  a  d r e a m  a s k i n g  f o r  p r a y e r s .  S h o r t l y  a f t e r,  A c u t i s  p u t  o n  h i s  c o a t  w h i l e  h i s  g r a n d m o t h e r  w a s  w a t c h i n g  h i m  a n d  a s k e d  t o

b e  t a k e n  t o  c h u r c h  s o  h e  c o u l d  p r a y  f o r  h i s  g r a n d f a t h e r,  w h o  a c c o r d i n g  t o  C a r l o  " h a d  g o n e  t o  s e e  J e s u s . "

C a r l o ' s  m y s t i f y i n g  f a i t h f u l n e s s  e x t e n d e d  t o  o r d i n a r y  s i t u a t i o n s ,  t o o .  O n e  t i m e  a t  d a y c a r e ,  s o m e  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  b u l l y i n g  h i m .  T h i n k i n g
h e  w a s  b e i n g  t o o  n i c e  t o  t h e m ,  a  n a n n y  t r i e d  t o  t e a c h  C a r l o  t o  s e t  s o m e  b o u n d a r i e s  s o  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  w o u l d  n o t  s t e a l  h i s  t o y s .

C a r l o  r e p l i e d  t h a t  " J e s u s  w o u l d  n o t  b e  h a p p y  i f  I  l o s t  m y  t e m p e r. "

A f t e r  s p e n d i n g  s u m m e r  d a y s  a t  t h e  b e a c h ,  C a r l o  w o u l d  j o i n  t h e  o l d e r  w o m e n  o f  h i s  l o c a l  p a r i s h  t o  p r a y  t h e  r o s a r y.  O n  w a l k s  t o  s c h o o l ,  h e
w o u l d  t a k e  t i m e  t o  l e a r n  t h e  n a m e s  o f  p e o p l e  w o r k i n g  a l o n g  t h e  r o a d  a n d  g r e e t  t h e m  p e r s o n a l l y  e v e r y  m o r n i n g ,  f r o m  t h e n  o n .

A f t e r  h i s  f i r s t  c o m m u n i o n  a t  a g e  s e v e n ,  A c u t i s  w o u l d  f r e q u e n t l y  a t t e n d  M a s s  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  E u c h a r i s t ,  a n d  r e g u l a r l y  w e n t  t o  E u c h a r i s t i c
A d o r a t i o n .  H i s  f a i t h — a n d  h i s  i n c e s s a n t  q u e s t i o n s — e v e n t u a l l y  b r o u g h t  h i s  m o t h e r  b a c k  t o  t h e  f a i t h .  T h e  A c u t i s  h o u s e h o l d  e m p l o y e d  a

B r a h m i n  i m m i g r a n t  n a m e d  R a j e s h  M o h u r,  w h o m  C a r l o  b e f r i e n d e d  a n d  l a t e r  i n s p i r e d  t o  g e t  b a p t i z e d ,  t o o .  M o h u r ' s  f r i e n d  a n d  m o t h e r  a l s o
c o n v e r t e d  a f t e r  h e a r i n g  A c u t i s  s p e a k  a b o u t  t h e  f a i t h .

A s  a  t e e n a g e r,  C a r l o  l o v e d  r e a d i n g  a n d  c o m p u t e r  s c i e n c e ,  a n d  h e  t a u g h t  h i m s e l f  t o  c o d e  a n d  p l a y  t h e  s a x o p h o n e .  H e  e n j o y e d  p l a y i n g  v i d e o
g a m e s  s u c h  a s  H a l o ,  S u p e r  M a r i o ,  a n d  P o k e m o n — b u t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  m o t h e r,  h e  e x e r c i s e d  g r e a t  d i s c i p l i n e  a n d  o n l y  a l l o w e d  h i m s e l f  t o  p l a y
v i d e o  g a m e s  f o r  o n e  h o u r  e a c h  w e e k  i n  o r d e r  t o  a v o i d  a d d i c t i o n .  A t  1 2  y e a r s  o l d ,  h e  b e c a m e  a  c a t e c h i s t  a n d  b e g a n  s h a r i n g  h i s  f a i t h  w i t h  h i s
p e e r s .  H e  a l s o  s h o w e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  s a i n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  F r a n c i s  o f  A s s i s i ,  A n t h o n y  o f  P a d u a ,  F r a n c i s c o  a n d  J a c i n t a  M a r t o ,  a n d

D o m i n i c  S a v i o ,  a n d  h e  w a s  s a i d  t o  h a v e  a  s p e c i a l  d e v o t i o n  t o  b o t h  h i s  g u a r d i a n  a n g e l  a n d  S t .  M i c h a e l  t h e  A r c h a n g e l .

W h e n  C a r l o  w a s  1 4 ,  h i s  p a r i s h  p r i e s t  a s k e d  h i m  t o  c r e a t e  a  w e b p a g e  f o r  h i s  p a r i s h  i n  M i l a n .  T h e n ,  a  p r i e s t  a t  h i s  h i g h  s c h o o l  a s k e d  h i m  t o
c r e a t e  a  w e b s i t e  t o  p r o m o t e  v o l u n t e e r i n g .  F o r  h i s  w o r k  o n  t h e  w e b s i t e ,  C a r l o  w o n  a  n a t i o n a l  c o m p e t i t i o n  c a l l e d  S a r a i  v o l o n t a r i o ,  w h i c h

t r a n s l a t e s  t o  " Yo u  w i l l  b e  a  v o l u n t e e r. "

F o l l o w i n g  t h e s e  s u c c e s s e s ,  C a r l o  u s e d  h i s  c o d i n g  s k i l l s  t o  c r e a t e  a  w e b s i t e  c a t a l o g u i n g  e v e r y  r e p o r t e d  E u c h a r i s t i c  m i r a c l e  i n  t h e  w o r l d  a n d
m a i n t a i n  a  l i s t  o f  M a r i a n  a p p a r i t i o n s  r e c o g n i z e d  b y  t h e  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h .  H e  l a u n c h e d  t h e  w e b s i t e  i n  2 0 0 4 ,  t h e n  w o r k e d  o n  i t  f o r  t w o  m o r e

y e a r s  b e f o r e  u n v e i l i n g  i t  p u b l i c l y  o n  O c t o b e r  4 ,  2 0 0 6 ,  t h e  f e a s t  o f  S t .  F r a n c i s .

A  f e w  d a y s  e a r l i e r,  h o w e v e r,  C a r l o  h a d  d e v e l o p e d  a n  i n f l a m m a t i o n  o f  t h e  t h r o a t .  D o c t o r s  d i a g n o s e d  h i m  w i t h  p a r o t i t i s ,  w h i c h  i s  t y p i c a l l y  a
m i l d  i n f e c t i o n ,  a n d  d e h y d r a t i o n .  A  f e w  d a y s  l a t e r,  h i s  c o n d i t i o n  w o r s e n e d ,  a n d  b y  t h e  n e x t  S u n d a y,  h e  w a s  t o o  w e a k  t o  g e t  o u t  o f  b e d  f o r
M a s s .  H e  w a s  b r o u g h t  t o  a  c l i n i c  a n d  d i a g n o s e d  w i t h  a c u t e  p r o m y e l o c y t i c  l e u k e m i a ,  w i t h  l i t t l e  c h a n c e  o f  r e c o v e r y.  H e  w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o

i n t e n s i v e  c a r e ,  t h e n  t o  a n o t h e r  h o s p i t a l ,  f o r  t r e a t m e n t .

O n c e  d u r i n g  C a r l o ' s  s t a y  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  a  n u r s e  c a m e  t o  c h e c k  i n  o n  h i m .  H i s  p a r e n t s  w e r e  s l e e p i n g  b e s i d e  h i m ,  s o  C a r l o  a s k e d  t h e  n u r s e
n o t  t o  w a k e  t h e m  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  a l r e a d y  t i r e d  a n d  h e  d i d  n o t  w a n t  t o  w o r r y  t h e m  a n y  m o r e .  H e  o f f e r e d  h i s  s u f f e r i n g  f o r  P o p e  B e n e d i c t

X V I  a n d  t h e  C h u r c h ,  a n d  w h e n  d o c t o r s  t r e a t i n g  h i m  a s k e d  a b o u t  t h e  p a i n ,  h e  r e p l i e d :  " T h e r e  a r e  p e o p l e  w h o  s u f f e r  m u c h  m o r e  t h a n  m e . "

C a r l o ' s  s t a y  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  w a s  s h o r t .  I n  h i s  l a s t  w o r d s  t o  h e r,  C a r l o  s a i d  t o  h i s  m o t h e r :  " M o m ,  d o n ' t  b e  a f r a i d .  S i n c e  J e s u s  b e c a m e  a  m a n ,
d e a t h  h a s  b e c o m e  t h e  p a s s a g e  t o w a r d s  l i f e ,  a n d  w e  d o n ' t  n e e d  t o  f l e e  i t .  L e t  u s  p r e p a r e  o u r s e l v e s  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  s o m e t h i n g  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  i n
t h e  e t e r n a l  l i f e . "  H e  t h e n  f e l l  i n t o  a  c o m a ,  a n d  a f t e r  a  c e r e b r a l  h e m o r r h a g e ,  h e  w a s  p r o n o u n c e d  b r a i n  d e a d .  H e  d i e d  t h e  n e x t  d a y  o n  O c t o b e r

1 2 ,  2 0 0 6 ,  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  1 5 .  S t r a n g e r s  a t t e n d e d  h i s  f u n e r a l ,  m a n y  o f  t h e m  y o u n g  p e o p l e  w h o  h a d  a b a n d o n e d  t h e  C h u r c h .

I n  2 0 1 2 ,  t h e  A r c h d i o c e s e  o f  M i l a n  o p e n e d  C a r l o ' s  c a u s e  f o r  c a n o n i z a t i o n .  C a r l o  w a s  n a m e d  a  S e r v a n t  o f  G o d  i n  2 0 1 3 .  H i s  l a s t  w i s h  h a d
b e e n  t o  b e  b u r i e d  i n  A s s i s i ,  t h e  h o m e  o f  S t .  F r a n c i s ,  a n d  o n  A p r i l  6 ,  2 0 1 9 ,  h i s  b o d y  w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e r e  t o  i t s  f i n a l  r e s t i n g  p l a c e .

O n  t h e  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  C a r l o ' s  d e a t h ,  a  m o t h e r  i n  B r a z i l  w h o s e  s o n  h a d  a  p a n c r e a t i c  c o n g e n i t a l  d e f e c t  t o o k  h e r  s o n  t o  M a s s ,  w h e r e  a
c l o t h i n g  r e l i c  o f  C a r l o ' s  w a s  b e i n g  h e l d .  F o r  d a y s  b e f o r e h a n d  s h e  h a d  p r a y e d  a  n o v e n a  a s k i n g  f o r  C a r l o ' s  i n t e r c e s s i o n ,  a n d  a f t e r  M a s s ,  h e r
s o n  k i s s e d  t h e  r e l i c  a s k i n g  f o r  h e l p  n o t  t o  t h r o w  u p  a s  m u c h  f r o m  h i s  c o n d i t i o n .  I m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  M a s s ,  h e  t o l d  h i s  m o t h e r  h e  f e l t

h e a l e d  a n d  a s k e d  f o r  s o l i d  f o o d s  w h e n  t h e y  r e t u r n e d  h o m e ,  d e s p i t e  h a v i n g  b e e n  o n  a n  a l l - l i q u i d  d i e t .

P o p e  F r a n c i s  c o n f i r m e d  t h e  m i r a c l e ' s  a u t h e n t i c i t y  i n  2 0 2 0 ,  l e a d i n g  t o  C a r l o ' s  b e a t i f i c a t i o n .  T h e n  i n  2 0 2 2 ,  a  C o s t a  R i c a n  w o m a n  f e l l  o f f  h e r
b i k e  a n d  s u f f e r e d  a  b r a i n  h e m o r r h a g e .  D o c t o r s  g a v e  h e r  a  l o w  c h a n c e  o f  s u r v i v a l ,  b u t  h e r  m o t h e r  v i s i t e d  t h e  t o m b  o f  C a r l o  a n d  p r a y e d  f o r
h i s  i n t e r c e s s i o n  t o  h e l p  h e r  d a u g h t e r.  T h a t  s a m e  d a y,  h e r  d a u g h t e r  b e g a n  t o  b r e a t h e  w i t h o u t  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  w a s  a b l e  t o  w a l k  t h e  n e x t  d a y ;

a l l  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  h e m o r r h a g e  s i m p l y  d i s a p p e a r e d .  T h e  m i r a c l e  w a s  a g a i n  a u t h e n t i c a t e d  b y  P o p e  F r a n c i s ,  w h o  a n n o u n c e d  C a r l o ' s
c a n o n i z a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  J u b i l e e  o f  Te e n a g e r s  i n  2 0 2 5 .

F o l l o w i n g  F r a n c i s '  d e a t h ,  P o p e  L e o  X I V  o f f i c i a l l y  c a n o n i z e d  S t .  C a r l o  A c u t i s  a l o n g s i d e  S t .  P i e r  G i o r g i o  F r a s s a t i  o n  S e p t e m b e r  7 ,  2 0 2 5 .
To g e t h e r,  t h e  C h u r c h  c e l e b r a t e s  t h e s e  t w o  n e w  s a i n t s  f o r  t h e i r  e n c o u r a g i n g  e x a m p l e  t o  y o u n g  C h r i s t i a n s .

S t .  C a r l o  A c u t i s ,  t h e  M i l l e n n i a l  s a i n t — p r a y  f o r  u s !
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S e p t e m b e r  7 ,  2 0 2 5 :  P o p e  L e o  X I V  o f f i c i a l l y  c a n o n i z e d  S t .  C a r l o  A c u t i s
 a n d  S t .  P i e r  G i o r g i o  F r a s s a t i  a s  s a i n t s .  

S t .  C a r l o  A c u t i s ' s  f e a s t  d a y  f r o m  n o w  o n  w i l l  b e  O c t o b e r  1 2 ,  a n d  S t .  P i e r  G i o r g i o  F r a s s a t i ' s  w i l l  b e
J u l y  4 —  t h e  a n n i v e r s a r i e s  o f  e a c h  r e s p e c t i v e  s a i n t ' s  d e a t h .  

H o w e v e r ,  w e  h a v e  s e l e c t e d  S t .  C a r l o  A c u t i s  a s  t o d a y ' s  S a i n t  o f  t h e  D a y  i n  h o n o r  o f  h i s
c a n o n i z a t i o n .  

W h i l e  i t  c a n  s o m e t i m e s  s e e m  a s  i f  s a i n t s  a r e  a  t h i n g  o f  t h e  b y g o n e  e r a ,  o r  t h a t  t h e y  d o  n o t  h a v e
m o d e r n  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  t a l e n t s  l i k e  o u r s ,  S t .  C a r l o  A c u t i s  s h o w s  u s  t h a t  s a i n t s  c a n  b e  " n o r m a l "

t e e n a g e r s  w i t h  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  f a i t h — e v e n  i n  t h e  I n t e r n e t  a g e !

https://faith.nd.edu/saint/st-francis-of-assisi/
https://faith.nd.edu/saint/st-anthony-of-padua/
https://faith.nd.edu/saint/saints-francisco-and-jacinta-marto/
https://faith.nd.edu/saint/st-dominic-savio/
https://faith.nd.edu/saint/memorial-of-the-guardian-angels/
https://faith.nd.edu/saint/sts-michael-gabriel-and-raphael-archangels/
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