
St Ambrose Primary School

Our next newsletter for the will be published on Friday 24  October 2025.           th

The Journey Continues
As we step into this final term of the year,

 may we restore our spirits,
 renew our passion for learning,

 and nurture our compassion for those 
in need.

May we bring joy into our classrooms,
 inspire our students,

 and support them in their learning 
and growth.

Transform us as we seek to transform;
 guide us as we seek to guide.

 Keep our minds and hearts open to our
families, our children, and their needs,

 and to the world around us—
 collectively working to realise our 

shared vision 
Help us to listen more deeply—

 to the world and to God’s Word—
 so that we may be attentive

 to our inner knowing and the wisdom 
of our colleagues,

 and lead always by the example of Jesus.
We pray for justice and peace in our

troubled world.
Amen
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New Beginning By Tahni Derbin
We pay our respects & give thanks to

our traditional custodians of this great
land and give thanks for all that our

country provides for us. 
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Term 4 dates

S C H O O L  C A L E N D A R

P l e a s e  n o t e :

T h e  C a n t e e n  w i l l  
b e  c l o s e d  o n  

W e d n e s d a y  2 9  O c t o b e r  2 0 2 5 ,  
h o w e v e r  S u p e r  S u s h i  o r d e r s

w i l l  s t i l l  b e  o p e n .

https://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/news-events/calendar/
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Message from the Principal
Dear parents, families and friends,

We are excited to begin the final term of the year
and look forward to all the learning, celebrations,

and opportunities it will bring. Term Four is always a
busy yet rewarding time, filled with special events,

achievements, and important milestones for our
students. Together, we will continue to nurture

curiosity, celebrate growth, and support each child
to do their very best.

I hope you all enjoyed some restful time with your
children over the term break and that they have

returned refreshed and ready to embrace the new
term ahead.

Please note that Parent–Student–Teacher Interviews
will be held over the next two weeks. These are
valuable opportunities to reflect on your child’s

progress and set goals for the remainder of the year.

On the front page of our newsletter, you’ll see our
Year 5–6 students exploring our new Nüdel Kart

resource, which was purchased using funds raised
from the Colour Run. This wonderful STEM resource

will be enjoyed by all classes—thank you again for
your generous support!

We will soon begin the process of determining class
structures and groupings for 2026.

 A reminder that enrolments for 2026 should now be
submitted. If you know of families who are yet to

enrol, please encourage them to do so 
as soon as possible.

Click here to view our Class Placement Policy.

 If there is any information about your child 
we are not aware of that you feel should be

considered in this process, please email your child’s
class teacher or contact me directly at

principal@sawoodend.catholic.edu.au. We take great
care and time as a staff team to ensure that every

child is placed where they can best thrive and
succeed.

Thank you for your continued partnership and trust.
We look forward to making this final term 
of the year a memorable one for everyone.

Disco Thanks & Next PFA Meeting

Thankyou to Kristy C and our fantastic PFA for
organising our end of term three disco fun!

Our next parents and friends association meeting
will be held on Monday 13th October 

at 7.00pm in the staffroom. 
Please email Sophie Lynch on

sophielynch1981@gmail.com if you would like
further information.  We aim to start planning 

for our 2026 school fete at this meeting.

Our students had an exciting time taking part
in the AFL Roadshow activities this week. 

The sessions were full of energy and
enthusiasm as everyone had the chance to

practise their footy skills, enjoy team games,
and learn more about staying active and having

fun through sport. It was wonderful to see
every student involved—cheering each other

on, showing great teamwork, and giving
everything a go. A big thank you to the AFL

Roadshow team for providing such a positive
and engaging experience for our students!

AFL Roadshow Fun!

https://safesmartsolutions.com.au/smart_dev/doc_media/SAS-ClassPlacementPolicy/latest/StAmbrosePrimarySchool/0c7610cd3b
mailto:sophielynch1981@gmail.com
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Basketball Champions

Recently, St.Ambrose students Archer, Caleb,
George, Remy, Deon, Seb, and Ryan played in the
domestic basketball grand final. Their team name
was the Jimmy Warriors named after Deon's little
brother. The team was successful, losing only one

game in the whole season.
In the first quarter we started firing by scoring
 10 points in the first minute on the other hand 

the opposition only scored 2. They used their first
timeout of the game which gave us momentum, 

but it turns out that their timeout gave them
momentum instead. In the second half they came
back a little bit but we were still able to hold our
lead by 9. The third quarter started off with our

team bringing our lead back by making it a 15 point
lead. We finished off the game with the Jimmy
Warriors beating the opposition by 18 points. 

Our team stats were, 

Archer with 8 points, 
Caleb with 20 points, 
George with 11 points, 

Seb with 8 points, 
Remy with 2 points, 
Ryan with 2 points, 
Deon with 2 points.

HuffnPuff

This week former PE teacher and parent Libby
N facilitated physical activities on the oval

between 8.30 and 8.45 am on Wednesday and
Friday morning. It was great to see so many of
our children engage in the activities and enjoy
them. Thank you for offering your time Libby.

All students are welcome to participate on
Wednesday and Friday mornings!

Dental Health

Next week our local dental
nurse will conduct oral health
lessons in each classroom and

provide each student with a
take home dental health kit.
We are pleased to have the

support of this local business
to educate our children.

Dogs are not Permitted  Onsite

Many of our children have pet dogs that they
love dearly, and it’s wonderful to see them
enjoying walks together on the way to and

from school.  However, for health and safety
reasons, dogs and other pets are not

permitted on school grounds, even if they 
are on a lead, unless prior approval has been
granted and arrangements made with your

child’s teacher. Some students have allergies
or anxiety around animals, and we appreciate
your understanding and support in keeping

pets offsite.

Summer Uniform & Hats
From week three all students should be wearing

their full summer uniform. This includes
wearing the St Ambrose sun hat for outdoor
play. As per our Sunsmart policy, all students

are required to wear a hat while playing
outdoors. Please ensure that your child brings

their hat to school and that it is clearly named. 
Click here for summer uniform requirements.

https://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/our-school/uniform/
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World teachers Day: 
Hats Off to our Teachers! 

A Message from our Captains

School Captains Sonny and Asher are planning
for our “Hats off to Teachers” day. 

Hi everyone, welcome back to term 4, I hope you
had a great holiday. This term on the 31st of

October is World Teachers Day. This year's theme
is hats off to teachers. Using this theme, on the
31st everyone can bring their favourite hat or
even a silly homemade one to wear at school.

Can't wait to see your creations. By Sonny

Roblox

Information about the Roblox App was sent
out via Operoo yesterday. 

Roblox is an app with an age rating of 15+. 
We understand that it is a parent's choice

and responsibility around the use of Roblox
at home but we wanted to share the impact 

it can have on students at school.
In the interests of child safety we ask that 
all families read the information shared. 

Parent Teacher Conversations

Your meetings with your child’s teachers are
scheduled over the coming two weeks. Students
in years 3-6 may attend these meetings with you
if you would like them to. Appointments should
be made via Operoo if you havent already made

them. 

School Fees 2026

Mango Fundraiser

A detailed letter has been sent to all families
via Operoo about our 2026 fees, which I have
summarised below for your forward planning:

Family Size   Family Fee 

1 Child            $2,750 per family
2 Children       $2,800 per family
3 Children       $2,850 per family
4+ Children    $2,900 per family

In addition, there will be the following Levies:
Capital Levy of $220 per family

Curriculum Levy of $670 per student
Camp Levy of $270 per student (Years 3 and 4)

and $510 (Years 5 and 6)
Swimming Levy of $30 per student

Our Mango Fundraiser back by popular demand!
See flyer on page 10.

Thank you Rossi Family
For looking after the chickens over the

school holidays. Our hens are looking very
healthy and happy and are all laying! 

2026 PFA Fete Planning

We welcome your attendance on Monday
October 13  at 7pm in the staffroom if you would

like to join our 2026 fete planning committee.

th
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   Bronwyn Phillips
 Principal

For more news and photos visit our website 
and look at latest news by clicking on our 

Facebook button.
Our next newsletter will be published on 

Friday, 24th October 2025.

Next Newsletter

Year 5-6 families are already aware that 
Mr Micheal Portelli will be retiring from teaching
at the conclusion of term four after working as a

teacher for 16 plus years. Micheal has been a
valued member of our team and will be missed.
We hope to see Micheal back as a relief teacher

from time to time.

Two years ago we were fortunate to welcome 
Ms Alexis Seddon on to our staff.  Alexis very
quickly established herself as a capable and

personable teacher and is respected by our staff
and the families she has worked with. Due to
relocating and family reasons Alexis will also

finish with us at the end of this year.

We are sorry to see Micheal and Alexis go
however we warmly wish them well as they 

move into a new phase of their lives. 

Fortunately we have been able to attract two
great teachers who will also be missed from their

current school communities. Ms Katelyn Sligar
and Mr Kyle Baboth. Katelyn is relocating to

Kyneton after teaching in the Sale diocese and
Kyle is very happy to be working closer to his

home after communting to teach in Melbourne.

Details about where teachers will be placed will
be shared later in the term when we have our

class structures finalised. 

Staffing 2026: Introducing 
Kyle Baboth & Katelyn Sligar

I am very excited to be joining the St Ambrose
community in 2026! I have been teaching for

12 years and love sharing my passion for learning
with students. Outside of school, I enjoy

spending time with my two cats and dog, 
playing the piano, and getting lost in a good

book, especially a thriller or fantasy. I am also
ice-hockey mad and love travelling overseas in

the summer, especially to Canada, to watch a few
games. I am really looking forward to meeting

the students, families, and staff and making this
beautiful part of the world my new home. 

Staffing 2026 I’m thrilled to be joining the St Ambrose Primary
School community in 2026. I currently teach Prep

and am passionate about creating a nurturing,
engaging, and fun classroom where students feel

valued and inspired to learn.
Outside of teaching, I love my animals and

training & preparing my show horses, competing
nationally. I love travelling, discovering beautiful

places throughout Australia. 
As a proud local resident of the Macedon Ranges,

I’m excited to contribute to this vibrant school
community. I can’t wait to bring my energy and

enthusiasm to St Ambrose next year!

https://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/people/St-Ambrose-Primary-School-Woodend/61558470521257/
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D A T A  C O L L E C T I O N  I N  P / 1 O

H O W  W E  S E E  G O D  -  P / 1 O

Division Athletics
O n  M o n d a y  1 5 t h  S e p t e m b e r  w e

h a d  1 0  s t u d e n t s  r e p r e s e n t  S t
A m b r o s e  a t  t h e

G o l d f i e l d s / S a n d h u r s t / C a m p a s p e
d i v i s i o n  a t h l e t i c s  e v e n t  a t

B e n d i g o .
T h e  s t u d e n t s  c o m p e t e d

e x c e p t i o n a l l y  w e l l  i n  g o o d  s p i r i t
a n d  c o m p e t i t i o n .

6  o f  t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  c a m e  i n  t h e
t o p  2  o f  t h e i r  e v e n t  s o  h a v e

q u a l i f i e d  f o r  t h e  L o d d o n  M a l l e e
r e g i o n  e v e n t  o n  t h e  1 3 t h  O c t o b e r .

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  E l k e ,  T o m ,
D e o n ,  T o r a ,  A s t o n  &  I s a a c .

A  b i g  t h a n k  y o u  t o  o u r  p a r e n t
v o l u n t e e r s  w h o  h e l p e d  o u t  w i t h

o u r  j o b s  o n  t h e  d a y
 -  K i m  C  a n d  C a m  C .
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1 1  O CTO B E R
1 2  O CTO B E R
1 7  O CTO B E R
1 8  O CTO B E R

P / 1 O
P / 1 O
P / 1 T

P / 1 T

P / 1 T
P / 1 S
P / 1 S

P / 1 S
P / 1 S

2 K R
2 K R
2 K R

3 / 4 C W
3 / 4 C W
3 / 4 C W
3 / 4 M
3 / 4 M

3 / 4 O
3 / 4 O
3 / 4 O

5 / 6 M
5 / 6 M
5 / 6 M  

C H ARLOT T E  W
MAT T EO  T
R U BY  Z  W
JAC K  R ,  E M I L IA  T

C h a r l i e  C  f o r  h i s  e f f o r t  i n  w r i t i n g  t o  r e c o r d  t h e  s o u n d s  i n  e v e r y  w o r d .  W e l l  d o n e !
L a c h l a n  M  f o r  h i s  p e r s e v e r a n c e  w h e n  s k i p  c o u n t i n g .   Yo u  a r e  a  s u p e r  s t a r ! !

A n n a  M  f o r  b e i n g  a  r e s p o n s i b l e  l e a d e r  a n d  h e l p i n g  t h e  c l a s s  d u r i n g  p r o d u c t i o n .
W e l l  d o n e !

P o p p y  P  f o r  b e i n g  a  r e s p o n s i b l e  l e a d e r  a n d  h e l p i n g  t h e  c l a s s  d u r i n g  p r o d u c t i o n .
W e l l  d o n e !

S t u a r t  P  f o r  b e i n g  a  h e l p f u l  a n d  f r i e n d l y  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  c l a s s .
N i c k  L  f o r  w o r k i n g  h a r d  t o  e x p l a i n  h i s  t h i n k i n g  a n d  i d e a s  i n  M a t h s .  W e l l  d o n e !

A u d r e y  C  f o r  h e r  r e s i l i e n t  a t t i t u d e .   Yo u  n e v e r  g i v e  u p  a n d  a l w a y s  g i v e  1 0 0 %  t o  a l l
t h a t  y o u  d o .   W e l l  d o n e !

A v a  T  f o r  h e r  d e d i c a t i o n  a n d  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  w h e n  p r a c t i s i n g  h e r  r e a d i n g .  W e l l  d o n e !
J a m e s  F  f o r  h i s  h a r d  w o r k  a n d  e f f o r t  w h e n  s o u n d i n g  o u t  w o r d s  i n  h i s  w r i t i n g . W e l l

d o n e !
S k y l a r  C  f o r  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  h e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  b a r  m o d e l s !

L u c a s  T  f o r  d i s p l a y i n g  f o c u s  d u r i n g  m a t h s  t a s k s !
A n a i s i a  M  f o r  a s k i n g  q u e s t i o n s  t o  a s s i s t  w i t h  h e r  l e a r n i n g !

J a c q u e s  B  f o r  h i s  w o n d e r f u l  w o r k  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  d e c i m a l s .
E l i s s a  A  f o r  a l w a y s  m a k i n g  s u r e  h e r  w o r k  i s  n e a t  a n d  w e l l  p r e s e n t e d !

B e n  C  f o r  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  r e s i l i e n c e  a n d  a  ‘ c a n  d o ’  a t t i t u d e !
E m i l y  S  f o r  a l w a y s  c o m p l e t i n g  h e r  w o r k  t o  a  h i g h  s t a n d a r d .

To b y  C  f o r  o v e r c o m i n g  h i s  n e r v e s  a n d  s p e a k i n g  w o n d e r f u l l y  a t  t h e  V a u d e v i l l e
p r o d u c t i o n .

A u g i e  L  f o r  b e i n g  a  m o d e l  i n  t h e  r o o m  d u r i n g  p r o d u c t i o n  w e e k .
R a f y  V  f o r  h i s  f a b u l o u s  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  l e a r n i n g !  K e e p  i t  u p  R a f y !

J a c o b  W  f o r  b l e s s i n g  3 / 4 O  w i t h  a n  e l o q u e n t  a n d  g e n u i n e  A c k n o w l e d g e m e n t  o f
C o u n t r y.

A r c h i e  S  f o r  h i s  a r t i s t i c  a n d  c r e a t i v e  f l a i r  s h o w n  a t  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n .
C a t a l i n a  B  f o r  h e r  k i n d n e s s  a n d  r e s p e c t  t o w a r d s  o t h e r s .

J o r e l  L  f o r  h i s  c r e a t i v e  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n .  W e l l  d o n e !

P B L  B r o n z e  A w a r d s  -  E l l i o t t  N ,  S c a r l e t t  A - G ,  H a r r y  O ,  D o m i n i c  O
P B L  S i l v e r  A w a r d s  -  E l l e  S ,  A u d r e y  C ,  A v a  T,  H a r r y  R ,  M a c k  R ,  A l f r e d  O ,  E l i s e  M ,
Ta j  M ,  F l o  H ,  S a i l o r  C ,  H a r p e r  C ,  E l i a s  B ,  Te d d y  A ,  M a t e o  S
P B L  G o l d  A w a r d s  -  R e d m o n d  O ,  M o l l y  M ,  J a c k  D ,  L o u i s  M ,  E m i l i a  T,  R e x  R ,  M o s a k o
S ,  M a g g i e  C ,  L a c h l a n  G ,  J a c o b  W,  G r a c e  H ,  S o f i a  M ,  A n n i e  D
P B L  R a i n b o w  A w a r d s  -  N i c k  L ,  G r a c e  Y,  A b i  B ,  R a f y  V,  B o s c o  L

S p o r t s  S t a r s  o f  t h e  W e e k
E l i a s  B  f o r  a l w a y s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  r u l e s  a n d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  P E  c l a s s .
A b i  B  f o r  e x c e l l e n t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a l l  P E  c l a s s e s .
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O r d e r  -  f l e x i s c h o o l s . c o m . a u

http://flexischools.com.au/
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M e n t a l  H e a l t h  &  W e l l b e i n g  a t  S t  A m b r o s e
 

E r i n  B r a s s
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JOIN THE CELEBRATION OF ALL THINGS 

R E L I G I O U S  C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  I N  T E R M  F O U R ,  2 0 2 5 :

P r a y e r :

G o d ,  I  a c k n o w l e d g e  Y o u  a s  L o r d  o v e r  e v e r y
a r e a  o f  m y  l i f e  t o d a y .

H e l p  m e  w a l k  i n  Y o u r  p e r f e c t  w i l l  i n  a l l
t h a t  I  d o  a n d  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  I  s a y .

C o p y r i g h t  S t o r m i e  O m a r t i a n .

P o p e  F r a n c i s ’    P r a y e r  I n t e n t i o n  f o r
O c t o b e r :

F o r  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  d i f f e r e n t
r e l i g i o u s  t r a d i t i o n s

L e t  u s  p r a y  t h a t  b e l i e v e r s  i n  d i f f e r e n t
r e l i g i o u s  t r a d i t i o n s  m i g h t  w o r k  t o g e t h e r

t o  d e f e n d  a n d  p r o m o t e  p e a c e ,  j u s t i c e ,  a n d
h u m a n  f r a t e r n i t y .

G o s p e l  R e f l e c t i o n :         L u k e  1 7 : 5 - 1 0

W h e n  J e s u s  o r  t h e  w r i t e r s  o f  t h e  N e w  T e s t a m e n t  t a l k
a b o u t  f a i t h ,  t h e y  d o  n o t  m e a n  s i m p l y  b e l i e v i n g  a  s e t  o f

s t a t e m e n t s  s u c h  a s  w e  f i n d  i n  t h e  C r e e d .  F a i t h  i n  t h e
b i b l i c a l  s e n s e  m e a n s  t h e  k i n d  o f  t r u s t  y o u  h a v e  i n

s o m e o n e  t h a t  m a k e s  y o u  r i s k  e v e r y t h i n g  t o  f o l l o w  t h e m .
T h i s  i s  t h e  k i n d  o f  f a i t h  t h e  d i s c i p l e s  a s k  o f  J e s u s  a s  t h e y

m a k e  t h e i r  w a y  t o  J e r u s a l e m .  J e s u s  r e p l i e s  t h a t  e v e n  i f
t h e i r  f a i t h  w e r e  t h e  s i z e  o f  a  m u s t a r d  s e e d ,  i t  c o u l d  d o

g r e a t  t h i n g s .

I n  t h e  G o s p e l s ,  t h e  m u s t a r d  s e e d  i s  a n  e x a m p l e  o f
s o m e t h i n g  v e r y  t i n y  t h a t  p o s s e s s e s  g r e a t  p o t e n t i a l  f o r

g r o w t h .  I n d e e d ,  S t  M a t t h e w  s a y s  t h a t  f a i t h  t h e  s i z e  o f  a
m u s t a r d  s e e d  m o v e s  m o u n t a i n s  ( M t  1 7 : 2 0 ) .  W h e t h e r  J e s u s
s p o k e  a b o u t  m o u n t a i n s  o r  m u l b e r r y  t r e e s  i s n ’ t  i m p o r t a n t .

W h a t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  i s  h o w  h e  c h a l l e n g e s  h i s  f o l l o w e r s  t o
h a v e  t h e  k i n d  o f  f a i t h  t h a t  w i l l  m a k e  u s  a s p i r e  t o  d o

t h i n g s  t h a t  m i g h t  s e e m  b e y o n d  o u r  o r d i n a r y  c a p a c i t y .

J e s u s  t h e n  u s e s  a  p a r a b l e  t o  d e s c r i b e  w h a t  i s  e x p e c t e d  o f
s e r v a n t s .  T h e  s i t u a t i o n  h e  d e p i c t s  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n

f a m i l i a r  t o  h i s  a u d i e n c e ,  a  m e d i u m - s i z e d  f a r m e r  w h o  c a n
a f f o r d  t o  e m p l o y  a  s i n g l e  w o r k e r  a s  a  k i n d  o f  j a c k - o f - a l l -

t r a d e s .  T h e  w o r k  w o u l d  h a v e  i n c l u d e d  w o r k i n g  i n  t h e
f i e l d s  a n d  a l s o  h e l p i n g  a r o u n d  t h e  h o u s e .  I t  w o u l d  b e

u n t h i n k a b l e  f o r  s o m e o n e  w h o  e m p l o y e d  s u c h  a  s e r v a n t  t o
p r e p a r e  t h e  s e r v a n t ’ s  d i n n e r  a n d  w a i t  o n  t h e  s e r v a n t  a t
t a b l e .  I t  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  o t h e r  w a y  a r o u n d .  J e s u s
a p p l i e s  t h e  p a r a b l e  d i r e c t l y  t o  h i s  d i s c i p l e s .  T h e y  h a v e
n o  r i g h t  t o  e x p e c t  s p e c i a l  t r e a t m e n t  f o r  d o i n g  w h a t  i s

e x p e c t e d  o f  t h e m  –  t h e y  a r e  s i m p l y  s e r v a n t s  o f  t h e
K i n g d o m  o f  G o d .

W e  c o u l d  s a y  t h a t  t o d a y ’ s  G o s p e l  i s  a b o u t  t w o  o f  t h e
b a s i c  a t t i t u d e s  t h a t  s h o u l d  c h a r a c t e r i s e  t h e  d i s c i p l e  o f
J e s u s .  T h e  f i r s t  i s  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a  s t r o n g  f a i t h  a n d  t r u s t

t h a t  w i l l  n o t  b e  d a u n t e d  e v e n  b y  t h i n g s  t h a t  l o o k
i m p o s s i b l e .  S a i n t s  a r e  p e o p l e  w h o  d o  n o t  t a k e  n o  f o r  a n

a n s w e r  w h e n  t h e y  f a c e  g r e a t  o b s t a c l e s .  T h e  s e c o n d  i s  t h e
n e e d  f o r  a n  a t t i t u d e  o f  h u m i l i t y  t h a t  d o e s n ’ t  e x p e c t  t o

b e  t h a n k e d  s i m p l y  f o r  d o i n g  w h a t  i s  r e q u i r e d  o f  t h e m .  I t
i s  t h e  d i r e c t  o p p o s i t e  o f  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  P h a r i s e e  w h o

e x p e c t e d  p u b l i c  r e c o g n i t i o n  f o r  e v e r y  a c t  o f  p i e t y .

S o m e t i m e s  w e  c a n  b e  t e m p t e d  t o  t h i n k  w e  d e s e r v e  c r e d i t
f o r  d o i n g  o u r  C h r i s t i a n  d u t y .  W e  g o  t o  M a s s  r e g u l a r l y ;  w e
c o n t r i b u t e  f i n a n c i a l l y  t o  t h e  C h u r c h ,  w e  s a y  o u r  p r a y e r s ,
w e  t r y  o u r  b e s t  t o  l i v e  t h e  G o s p e l  e v e r y  d a y .  W e  c o n s i d e r
o u r s e l v e s  t o  b e  g o o d  C a t h o l i c s .  S o ,  w h e n  w e  t h i n k  o f  a l l

t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  f a l l e n  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  t h e
f a i t h ,  o r  h a v e  l o s t  t h e  f a i t h  a l t o g e t h e r ,  w e  m i g h t

c o n c l u d e  w e  d e s e r v e  r e c o g n i t i o n ,  s o m e  k i n d  o f  r e w a r d .
S u r e l y ,  G o d  i s  m i g h t i l y  p l e a s e d  w i t h  u s  a n d  w i l l  t h a n k  u s

f o r  o u r  f a i t h f u l n e s s .

B u t  w h a t  d o e s  J e s u s  s a y  i n  t o d a y ’ s  G o s p e l ?  “ W h e n  y o u
h a v e  d o n e  a l l  y o u  b e e n  t o l d  t o  d o ,  s a y ,  ‘ W e  a r e  m e r e l y

s e r v a n t s :  w e  h a v e  d o n e  n o  m o r e  t h a n  o u r  d u t y . ’ ”
W h a t  J e s u s  i s  s a y i n g  i s  s i m p l e  b u t  n o t  v e r y  c o m f o r t i n g .

N o  w o r k e r ,  n o  t e a c h e r ,  n o  s t u d e n t ,  n o  p a r e n t  e x p e c t s
s p e c i a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  s i m p l y  f o r  d o i n g  w h a t  i s  e x p e c t e d  o f
t h e m .  T h e  s a m e  a p p l i e s  t o  h i s  f o l l o w e r s .  H e  i s  r e m i n d i n g

u s  t h a t  w e  a r e  m e r e l y  s e r v a n t s ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  s h o u l d
n e v e r  e x p e c t  a  s p e c i a l  r e w a r d  o r  h o n o u r  o r  b o n u s  o r  p a t

o n  t h e  b a c k  f o r  d o i n g  w h a t  a s  C h r i s t i a n s  w e  a r e  c a l l e d  t o
d o  a n y w a y .  W e  s h o u l d n ' t  e x p e c t  t o  b e  c o n g r a t u l a t e d
s i m p l y  f o r  f u l f i l l i n g  o u r  b a p t i s m a l  p r o m i s e s .  I t ’ s  l i k e

r e w a r d i n g  s o m e o n e  j u s t  f o r  t u r n i n g  u p  f o r  w o r k .

J e s u s  i s  r e m i n d i n g  u s  t h a t  w e  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  s o m e t h i n g
p r e c i o u s ,  t o  b e  t r e a s u r e d  -  t h e  g i f t  o f  f a i t h .  T h i s  i s  n o
o r d i n a r y  g i f t .  T o  l i v e  a  l i f e  o f  f a i t h  i s  m e r e l y  t o  d o  o u r

d u t y .  T h a t  w i l l  b r i n g  i t s  o w n  r e w a r d s .

G o d  g i v e s  f a i t h  t o  a l l  w h o  a s k  f o r  i t .  P r a y  f o r  t h e  l i g h t  o f
f a i t h  a n d  f o r  t h e  s t r e n g t h  t o  l i v e  o u t  i t s  i m p l i c a t i o n s .

C o p y r i g h t :  P a t h w a y s  t o  T h e  F u t u r e  D o w n  a n d  C o n n o r  
( A l l  R i g h t s  R e s e r v e d )

P l e a s e  n o t e :    A l l  a r e  w e l c o m e  t o  o u r  M a s s e s .    I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o
j o i n  u s  i n  a n y  o f  t h e s e  c e l e b r a t i o n s ,  y o u  a r e  m o s t  w e l c o m e .  P l e a s e

s i t  a t  t h e  b a c k  o r  u p s t a i r s  t o  m a k e  s u r e  t h e r e  i s  r o o m  f o r  a l l  t h e
s t u d e n t s .

A s  t h e  P a r i s h  O f f i c e  i s  c l o s e d  u n t i l  W e d n e s d a y  n e x t
w e e k ,  t h e  l i n k s  t o  t h e  P a r i s h  N e w s l e t t e r  a n d  t h e

C h i l d r e n ’ s  L i t u r g y  a r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e .

https://www.facebook.com/pathwaystothefuturedownandconnor?__cft__[0]=AZV-IsKE9ZznkS0aX0MKX8D8oEwaw9bcfVy3MrR5OLoUUI9tgU8iGh01hqINqR7UFxWAwJmncpyc_sKcFbgh_0zDYkDyEQejt1DGzfUGO5PzVSoiFJoBeITSddYEbKK9KZtAexaQESvc3l3W0El0ZUWiodx8inf3BGyydfXb32ImDw&__tn__=-UC%2CP-R
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