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S C H O O L  C A L E N D A R

Parent/Volunteer as Helper
Training Course 

Tuesday 3 March at 8.30am 
in the staffroom

A reminder if need to do the training.

If you are unsure if you are due to complete
the parent as helper course, please contact

the office.  

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians
of the land on which we gather, the

Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung people of the
Kulin Nation. We pay our respects to their
Elders past and present, and extend that

respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples. We are grateful for their

enduring care of this land and commit
ourselves to walking together in respect and

reconciliation.

https://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/news-events/calendar/
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FUN Awaits: School Fete 28  Marchth

Dear Families, Parishioners and Friends,

At this week’s assembly, our 3–4R students led us
beautifully in prayer and shared their Lenten

intentions. Their insight, sincerity and hope were
truly inspiring. Our young people remind us that the

future is bright when hearts are open to peace,
compassion and justice.

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the Church’s
season of Lent — a sacred time of preparation when

we pause to reflect on how we can each play our part
in God’s hope for a world that is fair, just and

peaceful. Lent leads us towards Easter, the most
important season in the Church’s calendar. It is a
time of prayer, fasting and generosity — a time to

give thanks for our many blessings and to consider
how we can grow to be more like Jesus. The ashes
placed upon our heads are a simple but powerful

symbol of this commitment to renewal and growth.

At our St Ambrose Beginning of Year Mass, we asked
God to bless and guide our community in all that we
do. We extended a very warm welcome to our new

students and their families, and we hope they quickly
feel a deep sense of belonging, friendship and

happiness in their new school home. We also warmly
welcomed our new staff members — Ms Sligar, Mr
Baboth and Mel — and thank all of our dedicated
continuing staff for the care, professionalism and
commitment they bring each day. Our staff and

student leaders were commissioned into their roles
for the year at

 this mass.
It has been wonderful to see our community

attending services and assemblies reunited for
another year of learning and faith together.

Message from the Principal
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Mr Old shared his excitment about running the
$20 club competition at our upcoming fete.

 We had some fun at assembly with staff
volunteering to be contestants to show our

students who may not know what to expect. So
much fun awaits! We do hope to see you there!

Our theme for 2026 is inspired by the Gospel of
Matthew:

“You are the light of the world. Let your light
shine.”

Throughout the year, we will encourage our
students to shine their light through kindness,
respect, courage and compassion. Each child

brings unique gifts and talents, and at
 St Ambrose we are committed to nurturing

these so that our students grow not only
academically, but also in faith and character.

May we walk in the footsteps of Jesus in the way
we speak, learn and care for one another. 

With God’s guidance, we look forward to a year
filled with growth, joy and many opportunities

for our students to let their light shine.
“Let there be light.” — Genesis 1:3



We are working with other primary schools in the area to
create bus routes to and from school in the government’s

School Bus program. 
If you live in the Ashbourne area please contact Justine

for more information about the school bus already
available. 

We are assessing the viability of hook buses in outer
towns such as Newham, Cobaw, Pipers Creek, Carlshrue,

Romsey, Hesket, Cherokee and Kerrie. 
Please contact Anita La Forgia on 0403967885 if you are

interested.

Bus Services

Student Initiatives

Atticus, Archer and Archie are looking
forward to sharing their passion and skills
with all those interested in being part of
the Italian Club. If you are keen, you can

meet them in the garden on Tuesdays and
Fridays at lunch play!

More Fete Fun from our
Captains!

Congratulations Emrys

Staff Planning

Pictured above is our 3-4 team planning their lessons
while their students take part in their specialist lessons.

Senior Citizens Supporting our
Students

Cycling Safety

Hello everyone, we have decided to do a
casual clothes day on TUESDAY MARCH

17th, but instead of a gold coin donation we
are asking if each family can please bring

one item for our fete Easter raffle which will
be drawn at the school fete. Tickets will be

on sale soon!
Thank you!

We are incredibly proud of Emrys G
who has earned the prestigious Grey

Wolf Award, demonstrating
exceptional leadership skills and a
commitment to personal growth

within our community through his
participation in Scouts.

We are grateful for our three senior citizens
who are supporting our students to develop
their reading fluency on a voluntary basis.

Once a teacher, always a teacher, we all
benefit from their patience and wisdom. 

Student Illness

We have had a number of students
across the school with coughs,

temperatures and running noses.
To avoid cross infection please keep
your child home until all symptoms

pass if they are unwell. 

It is great to see many of our
older students riding to and
from school independently.
Please support them to be
well aware of riding safely
and to get off their bikes

when crossing roads. 



Congratulations to our student leaders who were commissioned into their roles
and  received their badges at our opening mass.

2026 Student Leadership - CONGRATULATIONS!
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Child Safe Standard No 1
Organisations establish a culturally safe

environment in which the diverse and unique
identities and experiences of Aboriginal children

and young people are respected and valued.
This month we have focussed on standard one as a
staff. We will revise one standard each month for

the remainder of this year. See the parent
information flyer later in this newsletter.
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   Bronwyn Phillips
 Principal

Our next newsletter will be published on Friday 13th
March 2026!

For more news and photos visit our website 
and look at latest news by clicking on our 

Facebook button.
 

Thank you to those of you who have elected to
join our SAC. We have enough interest and will

let you know when our council is ratified. 

Next Newsletter

This holistic approach ensures students build
not only accurate word reading skills but also

fluency and deeper understanding.
Phonics Plus supports teachers to deliver
consistent, high-impact instruction while

ensuring every child develops the foundational
skills essential for lifelong literacy success.

Phonics Plus – Building Strong
Foundations in Reading

School Advisory Council

Our F-Year 2 students are engaging in explicit
teaching of phonics. This year we are

implementing the 
Phonics Plus program.

Phonics Plus is a comprehensive, evidence-
based, and systematic synthetic phonics

program developed by the Victorian
Department of Education for students from

Foundation (Prep) to Grade 2. It is fully aligned
with the English Curriculum 2.0 and  supports

high-quality literacy instruction.

The Phonics Plus Program is a
Systematic and Sequential Approach

 
Daily explicit instruction

 integrates:
Decoding and encoding (reading and

spelling)
Handwriting instruction
Spelling generalisations

Morphology (understanding word
structure)

Reading fluency development 

A

Emergency Management
Each term we practice a different emergency
procedure. This week we practiced a Bushfire
Shelter in Place Drill. Our staff and students

were highly commended by our EMP consultant
for calmly and methodically following our safety

plan in the event of a bushfire. 

Taran and Leo are pictured  proudly sharing
their great stories where they have applied their

letter-sound knowledge to their spelling!

Super Authors!

https://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/people/St-Ambrose-Primary-School-Woodend/61558470521257/


St Ambrose Parish 
School Fete

SATURDAY 28 MARCH 2026 - 9AM-1PM
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VOLUNTEER FOR THE CLASS STALLS VIA THE
NFORMA FORM OR CONTACT THE OFFICE.

@STAMBROSEPARISHSCHOOLFETE

FRUIT & 
JAM

P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  A n i t a  o n  0 4 0 3 9 6 7 8 8 5 .

D O  Y O U  H A V E  A N
A B U N D A N C E  O F

F R U I T  O R  J A R S  O F
J A M  Y O U  C A N

D O N A T E ?

P R E - O R D E R  Y O U R
S C O N E S  &  J A M S

T H R O U G H
F L E X I S C H O O L S .

https://flexischools.com.au/
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1 / 2 T  i s  o f f  t o  a  f l y i n g  s t a r t !

I t  h a s  b e e n  a  w o n d e r f u l  s t a r t  t o  t h e
y e a r  i n  1 / 2 T !  O u r  s t u d e n t s  h a v e
s e t t l e d  i n t o  t h e i r  n e w  r o u t i n e s

b e a u t i f u l l y ,  s h o w i n g  g r e a t  k i n d n e s s  a s
t h e y  f o r m  n e w  f r i e n d s h i p s  a n d  b u i l d  a

s u p p o r t i v e  c l a s s r o o m  c o m m u n i t y .

W e  h a v e  a l r e a d y  s h a r e d  s o m e  s p e c i a l
m o m e n t s  t o g e t h e r ,  i n c l u d i n g

l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f
L e n t  a n d  e n j o y i n g  a  d e l i c i o u s

S h r o v e  T u e s d a y  b y  m a k i n g  ( a n d
e a t i n g ! )  p a n c a k e s .

I n  o u r  l e a r n i n g  t i m e ,  w e  h a v e  b e e n
d i v i n g  d e e p  i n t o  t h e  w o r l d  o f

n u m b e r s  w i t h  P l a c e  V a l u e  i n  M a t h s .
M e a n w h i l e ,  d u r i n g  L i t e r a c y ,  t h e

c l a s s r o o m  i s  b u z z i n g  w i t h  t h e  s o u n d
o f  p a r t n e r  r e a d i n g ,  a s  s t u d e n t s  w o r k

t o g e t h e r  t o  b u i l d  t h e i r  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d
r e a d i n g  f l u e n c y .

 I t  i s  a  j o y  t o  s e e  s u c h  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r
l e a r n i n g  i n  e v e r y  c o r n e r  o f  o u r  r o o m !



SCHOOL NEWS
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G w e n  s w a m  a t  B e n d i g o  o n
S u n d a y  a n d  q u a l i f i e d  f o r

D i v i s i o n  1 5  d i s t r i c t  
i n  a g e  9  a n d  u n d e r  b a c k s t r o k e .
T h e  n e x t  r o u n d  w i l l  b e  a t  M S A C
a t  t h e  e n d  o f  M a r c h .  S h e  p o s t e d
a  P B  t i m e  a n d  w a s  v e r y  h a p p y .  I t

w a s  a  g r e a t  d a y  b e f o r e  t h e
s t o r m  c a m e !

Congratulations Gwen!

C O M M I S S I O N  F O R  C H I L D R E N  A N D  Y O U N G
P E O P L E  ( C C Y P )  W E B S I T E .

W U R U N D J E R I  W O I  W U R R U N G  C U L T U R A L
H E R I T A G E  A B O R I G I N A L  C O R P O R A T I O N

K O O R I  H E R I T A G E  T R U S T

A B O R I G I N A L  C A T H O L I C  M I N I S T R Y  V I C T O R I A

A I A T S I S :  M A P  O F  I N D I G E N O U S  A U S T R A L I A

Y O O R R O O K  J U S T I C E  C O M M I S S I O N

https://ccyp.vic.gov.au/child-safe-standards/
https://ccyp.vic.gov.au/child-safe-standards/
https://www.wurundjeri.com.au/
https://www.wurundjeri.com.au/
https://kht.org.au/
https://www.cam1.org.au/acmv/
https://aiatsis.gov.au/explore/map-indigenous-australia
https://www.yoorrook.org.au/
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1 / 2 B     M a d e l i n e  Q  f o r  c o n s i s t e n t l y  t a k i n g  p r i d e  i n  h e r  h a n d w r i t i n g .   
1 / 2 B     R e n z o  L  f o r  h i s  c o n s i s t e n t  e f f o r t  i n  l e a r n i n g  a n d  t h e  k i n d n e s s  h e
          s h o w s  e v e r y  d a y.
1 / 2 S     H e l l e n a  M  f o r  s h o w i n g  g r e a t  r e s i l i e n c e  w h e n  a  t a s k  i s  c h a l l e n g i n g .  
          W e l l  d o n e !   
1 / 2 S     L a c h i e  M  f o r  p u t t i n g  i n  e f f o r t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d u r i n g  o u r  p h o n i c s
          s p e l l i n g  w o r k .  
1 / 2 T     J o c k  R  f o r  s h o w i n g  g r e a t  f o c u s  d u r i n g  l e a r n i n g  t a s k s  a n d
          c o n s i s t e n t l y  c o m p l e t i n g  w o r k  o n  t i m e .   W e l l  d o n e !
1 / 2 T     G r a c e  M  f o r  s h o w i n g  r e s i l i e n c e ,  k i n d n e s s  a n d  a  p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e  a s
          s h e  j o i n e d  o u r  c l a s s  a n d  S t  A m b r o s e  c o m m u n i t y.  
3 / 4 C     H a r r y  O  f o r  h i s  a m a z i n g  v o c a b u l a r y  i n  h i s  n a r r a t i v e !
3 / 4 C     P o p p y  C  f o r  h e r  g r e a t  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  i n  c l a s s
          d i s c u s s i o n s .
3 / 4 R     F r i d a  B  f o r  s u c h  a  p o s i t i v e  s t a r t  a t  S t  A m b r o s e  a n d  r e a d i n g  a t  A s h
          W e d n e s d a y  L i t u r g y.     
3 / 4 R     I s l a  M  f o r  c o n f i d e n t l y  v o l u n t e e r i n g  a n d  r e a d i n g  a t  A s h  W e d n e s d a y
          L i t u r g y !
3 / 4 O     M o s a k o  S  f o r  h i s  d e d i c a t i o n  t o  h i s  w r i t i n g  p i e c e .
3 / 4 O     To b y  C  f o r  h i s  f o c u s  o n  c o m p l e t i n g  t a s k s  t o  a  h i g h  s t a n d a r d .  
5 / 6 B M   E l i s s a  A  f o r  a l w a y s  a s k i n g  q u e s t i o n s  t o  c l a r i f y  h e r  t h o u g h t s .   
          A  f a n t a s t i c  l e a r n i n g  t r a i t .
5 / 6 B M   To r a  C  f o r  b e i n g  a  w o n d e r f u l  c l a s s r o o m  h e l p e r !  H e r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y
          a n d  p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e  h e l p  k e e p  o u r  c l a s s r o o m  r u n n i n g  s m o o t h l y
          e v e r y  d a y.
5 / 6 J M   A r c h e r  B  f o r  a l w a y s  b e i n g  a c t i v e l y
          i n v o l v e d  i n  c l a s s  d i s c u s s i o n s .  
5 / 6 J M   N i a m h  F  f o r  a n  a m a z i n g  e f f o r t  i n  a l l  o f  
          h e r  s c h o o l w o r k .
5 / 6 W    A l i c e  C  f o r  s h o w i n g  g r e a t  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  
          w h e n  p r o b l e m  s o l v i n g  A r e a  p r o b l e m s  i n  
          m a t h s .  W e l l  d o n e  A l i c e ,  k e e p  u p  t h e  
          g r e a t  w o r k !   
5 / 6 W    A u g i e  L  f o r  h i s  c o m m i t m e n t  a n d  
          d e t e r m i n a t i o n  w h e n  c o m p l e t i n g  t a s k s  i n  
          m a t h s .  W e l l  d o n e  A u g i e ,  k e e p  u p  t h e  
          g r e a t  w o r k !

B r o n z e  A w a r d  ( 2 0  B e e  G o t c h a  T i c k e t s )
H a r p e r  C ,  H e n r y  B     

Congratulations !

2 7  F e b r u a r y     Ta r a n  G
2 8  F e b r u a r y     H e i d i  O
4  M a r c h           T i l l y  N
1 2  M a r c h          G e o r g e  L ,  D o m i n i c  O
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JOIN THE CELEBRATION OF ALL THINGS 

P a r i s h  N e w s l e t t e r

P o n d e r :

R e l i g i o u s  C a l e n d a r  o f  E v e n t s  i n  T e r m  O n e ,  2 0 2 6 :

P l e a s e  n o t e :    A l l  a r e  w e l c o m e .    I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  j o i n  u s  i n  a n y
o f  t h e s e  c e l e b r a t i o n s ,  y o u  a r e  m o s t  w e l c o m e .  P l e a s e  s i t  a t  t h e

b a c k  o r  u p s t a i r s  t o  m a k e  s u r e  t h e r e  i s  r o o m  f o r  a l l  t h e  s t u d e n t s .

D u r i n g  2 0 2 6  o u r  f o c u s  f o r
o u r  c o m m u n i t y  o f  f a i t h  w i l l

b e  b a s e d
o n  t h e  i m a g e  o f  t h e  T r i n i t y

( s e e  o u r  n e w  p i c t u r e ) .  
A n  i m a g e  

r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  c o m m u n i t y
o f  t h e  F a t h e r ,  S o n  a n d

 H o l y  S p i r i t ,  
c a l l i n g  u s  t o  b e  a

c o m m u n i t y  o f  
W E L C O M E  a n d  H O S P I T A L I T Y .

P r a y e r :      F i r s t  W e e k  o f  L e n t

L o v i n g  G o d ,  
Y o u  a r e  a l w a y s  w i t h  u s ,  g u i d i n g  u s  a n d  l o v i n g  u s .  

S o m e t i m e s  w e  g e t  s o  f o c u s e d  o n  o u r  l i v e s  
t h a t  w e  f o r g e t  t o  s p e n d  t i m e  w i t h  y o u .  

T h i s  w e e k ,  h e l p  u s  f i n d  n e w  w a y s  t o  f o c u s  o n  y o u .  
G e t t i n g  r e a d y  f o r  t h e  m y s t e r y  o f  E a s t e r  i s  b i g  w o r k .  

D u r i n g  t h i s  f i r s t  w e e k  o f  o u r  L e n t e n  j o u r n e y ,  
h e l p  u s  l e a r n  h o w  t o  t r u s t  y o u ,  l o v e  y o u ,  

a n d  s h a r e  y o u r  l o v e  w i t h  o t h e r s .  
T h a n k  y o u  f o r  b e i n g  w i t h  o u r  f a m i l y  a s  w e  t r a v e l

t o g e t h e r ,  
p r e p a r i n g  o u r  h e a r t s  a n d  m i n d s  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e

m y s t e r y  o f  E a s t e r .  
B l e s s  u s  i n  o u r  w o r k .  

I t ’ s  i n  y o u r  h o l y  n a m e ,  w e  p r a y ,  
A m e n .     

P o p e  L e o ’ s    P r a y e r  I n t e n t i o n  f o r  F e b r u a r y :

F o r  C h i l d r e n  W i t h  I n c u r a b l e  D i s e a s e s
L e t  u s  p r a y  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  i n c u r a b l e

d i s e a s e s  a n d  t h e i r  
f a m i l i e s  r e c e i v e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  m e d i c a l  c a r e  a n d

s u p p o r t ,  
n e v e r  l o s i n g  s t r e n g t h  a n d  h o p e .

T h i s  y e a r  m a r k s  t h e  8 0 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  d e a t h
o f  S t .  F r a n c i s  

o f  A s s i s i .  P o p e  L e o  h a s  p r o c l a i m e d  t h i s  y e a r  a s  t h e
J u b i l e e  Y e a r  

o f  S t .  F r a n c i s .          

G o s p e l  R e f l e c t i o n :             M t  4 : 1 - 1 1

I  h a v e  h e a r d  a  c o u p l e  c o m m e n t a r i e s  o n  t h i s
p a s s a g e  t h a t  h a v e  s t a y e d  w i t h  m e .  T h e  f i r s t

o f f e r s  t h i s  p a s s a g e  a s  a  p r a c t i c a l  w a y  f o r  e a c h  o f
u s  t o  c o m b a t  t h e  t e m p t a t i o n s  w e  e x p e r i e n c e .

J e s u s  r e l i e s  o n  t h e  w o r d  o f  G o d  t o  r e f u t e  S a t a n .
T h r e e  t i m e s  H e  i s  t e m p t e d  a n d  t h r e e  t i m e s  H e
r e s p o n d s  w i t h  “ i t  i s  w r i t t e n . ”  J e s u s  k n o w s  t h e

p o w e r  o f  G o d ’ s  W o r d  -  H e  i s  G o d ’ s  W o r d  -  a n d  w e
d o ,  t o o .  T h e  B i b l e  i s  f i l l e d  w i t h  G o d ’ s  W o r d ,  a n d

i t  h e l p s  u s  i n  o u r  o w n  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d
t e m p t a t i o n s .  W e  h a v e  t h e  T e n  C o m m a n d m e n t s  a s
a  s k e l e t o n  t o  h o l d  u s  u p .  W e  h a v e  t h e  B e a t i t u d e s

t o  o f f e r  w a y s  t o  l i v e .  T h e r e  a r e  a l l  k i n d s  o f
p a r a b l e s  t o  a i d  u s  i n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w h a t  G o d
d e s i r e s  o f  u s .  W e  a l s o  h a v e  r e c o u r s e  t o  H i m  -

J e s u s ,  t h e  L i v i n g  W o r d  -  w h e n  w e  n e e d  h e l p .  W e
k n o w  w e  c a n  c a l l  o n  H i m  a n d  H e  w i l l  b e  t h e r e .

W e  k n o w  t h e  p o w e r  o f  H i s  n a m e .  S o m e t i m e s  t h a t
m a y  b e  a l l  w e  c a n  m u s t e r ,  b u t  i t  i s  s u f f i c i e n t .

T h e  n a m e  o f  J e s u s  h a s  a u t h o r i t y  a n d  p o w e r .
 

T h e  s e c o n d  c o m m e n t a r y  c o m p a r e d  t h e  t h r e e
t e m p t a t i o n s  o f  J e s u s  i n  t h e  d e s e r t  t o  t h e

I s r a e l i t e s .  T h e  I s r a e l i t e s  w a n d e r e d  t h e r e  f o r  f o r t y
y e a r s .  H e  s p e n t  f o r t y  d a y s  a n d  f o r t y  n i g h t s  t h e r e .

T h e  I s r a e l i t e s  t r i e d  t h e  L o r d  t h r e e  t i m e s  a n d
f a i l e d .  J e s u s  w a s  t e m p t e d  t h r e e  t i m e s  a n d  w a s

v i c t o r i o u s .
 

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  N e w  T e s t a m e n t ,  J e s u s  m o d e l s  f o r
u s  h o w  t o  l i v e .  H e  d e m o n s t r a t e s  c o m p a s s i o n ,

t r u t h ,  a n d  f o r g i v e n e s s .  H e  e x p e c t s  t h e  s a m e  o f
u s .  H e  t r u l y  i s  t h e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  t h e  O l d

C o v e n a n t ,  t y i n g  u p  t h e  l o o s e  e n d s ,  a n d  b r i n g i n g
u s  a l l  t o  s a l v a t i o n .

B y :    M e r r i d i t h  F r e d i a n i  ( C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 6
C a t h o l i c M o m . c o m .  A l l  R i g h t s  R e s e r v e d . )

H a v e  y o u  e v e r  r e l i e d  o n  t h e  n a m e  o f  J e s u s  t o  
h o l d  y o u  u p ?

S a c r a m e n t a l  D a t e s  i n  2 0 2 6 :

I f  y o u r  c h i l d  i s  m a k i n g  o n e  o f  t h e i r  S a c r a m e n t s  t h i s  y e a r ,  p l e a s e  n o t e
t h e  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  c a l e n d a r  b e l o w .  

T H E  M A S S  O N  S A T U R D A Y  I S  A T  5  P M  S O  A L L  S A T U R D A Y  C O M M I S S I O N I N G  M A S S E S  
F O R  T H E  S A C R A M E N T S  W I L L  B E  A T  5  P M .

https://files.ecatholic.com/25471/bulletins/20260222.pdf?t=1771564077000
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