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Friday 1  May 2026.  st
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S C H O O L  C A L E N D A R

We pay our respects
to the Traditional
Custodians of this
land, and offer our
respect to Elders

both past present &
emerging.

To know yourself as the Being
underneath the thinker, the stillness

underneath the mental noise, the love
and joy underneath the pain, is freedom,

salvation, enlightenment.
Eckhart Tolle

https://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/news-events/calendar/
https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/eckhart-tolle-quotes
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Dear Families, Parishioners and Friends,
 This message is to offer you a heartfelt thank you 

for your support of our school fete.
What an incredible day! Despite the precipitous

weather and morning mist, the St Ambrose
community rallied together to make this year’s fete
an outstanding success. It was a joy to witness our
families and local residents connecting in such a

vibrant, "good old-fashioned" atmosphere.

The day was packed with highlights, including:

Delicious Treats: Baked goods, fairy floss, ice
cream, preserves, honey, aromatic curry, samosas

and a classic BBQ.
Treasures & Finds: Plants, clothing, and books.

Entertainment: Musicians, a sensational DJ
(Archer) and MC (Mrs. Macca), and the thrill of

the silent auction.
Fun & Games: The obstacle course, various

activity stalls, camel rides, petting zoo, giant slide,
Easter raffle and plenty of prizes.

An undertaking of this scale is only possible through
the dedication of our volunteers. I would like to

extend a special "thank you" to our core committee:
Sophie Lynch, Danielle Galle, Nadege Garnier, Ali

Adams, and Stefanie Renaud. These five individuals
worked tirelessly for months to ensure every detail

was seamless.
We also acknowledge our extended committee who

organised a stall each and the many parents,
teachers, local businesses and students who 

managed stalls, donated goods, and stayed late to 
set up on Friday and pack down after the fun was

had. We are also deeply grateful to Fr. John (what a
good sport) and our Parish members for their

continued patronage and for the use of the Parish
Hall and Church.

I am thrilled to announce that, thanks to your
generosity, we have currently raised $12,000.00!

 These funds will be invested directly back into our
school community through:

new furniture for our Art/STEM room.
a TV screen for the Church to benefit both

parishioners and students.
new resources for our school garden.

Events like this reinforce the strength and spirit of St
Ambrose. To everyone who donated, volunteered, or

simply attended with a smile—Thank you.
Hats off to you all!

Message from the Principal

Message from the Principal

We congratulate all of our students and
parishioners who made their sacrament of

reconciliation last week. Thank you to Jocelyn
Devlin, parents, Fr. John, Fr. Zaheer, and their

teachers for supporting them in preparing for this
sacrament.

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Walk Through Holy Week

Our students have learned that Holy week begins
on Palm Sunday. Holy Week is the most sacred

time in the Christian calendar, marking Jesus' final
days on earth and his ultimate sacrifice for

humanity. Each of our classes has presented part
of the events of Holy Week to assist them to

understand the meaning of Easter. 



Student InitiativesStudent Representative
Council

Our 3-4 students made delicious pasta for
their lunch from our garden silverbeet

today! Thankyou for sharing your expertise
Mrs. Raco and Steph!
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ANZAC March-Save the Date

Ruby and Scarlett are pictured above sharing their idea
for an Easter colouring in competition. They invited any

student who wished to take part to enter their work
which is displayed in our corridor. The girls have also
generously provided a prize for our junior (Hetty M),

middle (Isla Millar) and senior (Caleb S) successful
entrant. Well done everyone!

Pasta Making Fun

We have a very professional SRC pictured
above discussing their plans to introduce

team mascots for our sports teams. 
They are collaborating on how this will be

decided.

The traditional Anzac Day March and commemorative
service will be held on Saturday 25th April at

 the RSL in Anslow St.
The march will assemble on the High St slip road

opposite Coles. We encourage our students to join us
dressed in their school uniform ready to begin

marching at 11.30am, pausing at the Vietnam memorial
and the clock tower to lay wreaths.

The commemorative service will commence at 12pm
noon. This year we will be unveiling the new mural as

part of the service, which the RSL hopes will be
celebrated by the Woodend community. You might be

aware that it was the RSL that delivered the clock
tower and the Avenue of Honour to the local

community and the mural is their reminder of the
contribution and sacrifices made by the Woodend

community over the years.
The mural tells the story of a number of Woodend
residents who have served the nation at different

times. I’m sure that you and our students will find it
interesting.
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   Bronwyn Phillips
 Principal

Our next newsletter will be
published on Friday 

1  May 2026!st

For more news and photos
visit our website 

and look at latest news by
clicking on our 

Facebook button.
 

At our first meeting for this year on Monday
March 23  we completed the MACS SAC training
module. The SAC act as an advisory body to the

principal. They also offer another avenue for you
to have your say at St Ambrose. We elected a

new Chairperson and Secretary at this meeting.
Pictured below from left to right on each row are

our chairperson this year Gerald Sullivan, our
Secretary Rilla Healy. Maurice Fanning

(parishioner), Paul Daniels, Brad Ellul, Debbie
Geisler and Fr. John are also on our SAC. Our

members are pictured below. You are welcome
to introduce yourself to them.  

rd

Next Newsletter

NAPLAN

A

We congratulate our year 3 and year 5 students
who have completed their Naplan assessments

over the past two weeks. Naplan is one of
numerous assessments we use to track our

students progress.

Introducing our 2026 SAC

In Cobaw sport, the girls' cricket team played at
Romsey Recreation Centre. The first game we

played was against Saint Mary’s, unfortunately we
lost but we tried our hardest. The next team we
played was against Romsey Primary School and

we won by 40 runs. Then we played Woodend PS,
Lancefield PS and our last game was against

Kyneton PS, they were all good games and fun to
play against. It started to rain so we called it a tie
with Kyneton PS, went back to school and in the

end we had two loses, two wins and a tie.

Cobaw Sports

https://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/people/St-Ambrose-Primary-School-Woodend/61558470521257/


5/6W CLASSROOM FEATURE

5/6W Classroom Feature 5

I n  5 / 6 W  w e  h a v e  b e e n  c r e a t i n g  a  d e s i g n  t o  p u t  o n  o u r  o w n  t - s h i r t s .  O u r  d e s i g n  i s
m e a n t  t o  r e p r e s e n t  o u r s e l v e s ,  w e  a r e  a b l e  t o  d o  t h i s  t h a n k s  t o  M s  M e n z i e s  a n d

h e r  a m a z i n g  m a c h i n e  t h a t  a l l o w s  u s  t o  p r i n t  o u r  d e s i g n  o n t o  o u r  s h i r t s .

J u s t  y e s t e r d a y  a l l  o f  t h e  5 / 6 ’ s  h a d  t h e i r  s u m m e r  C o b a w  s p o r t s  w h e r e  w e
c o m p e t e d  f o r  o u r  s c h o o l  i n  3  s p o r t s ,  t e e - b a l l ,  c r i c k e t  a n d  v o l l e y b a l l .  V o l l e y b a l l e r s

w e r e  l u c k y  e n o u g h  t o  m a k e  i t  t h r o u g h  t o  t h e  n e x t  l e v e l  i n  B e n d i g o .

N o w  t h i s  S a t u r d a y  w e  h a v e  t h e  s c h o o l  f e t e  c o m i n g  u p  w h e r e  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  g a m e s ,
e a s t e r  e g g  h u n t s ,  a  d u n k i n g  m a c h i n e  a n d  l o t s  m o r e  f u n  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  s t a l l s .  A l l

o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  a r e  v e r y  e x c i t e d  f o r  t h e  f e t e  a n d  w e  t h a n k  a l l  o f  t h e  a m a z i n g
p a r e n t s  a n d  h e l p e r s  w h o  a r e  m a k i n g  t h i s  f e t e  s o  a m a z i n g .

A m a r i  a n d  R o s e  o n  b e h a l f  o f  5 / 6 W  
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O n  2 6  M a r c h ,  o u r  G r a d e  5 / 6  s t u d e n t s  c o m p e t e d  i n
t h e  C o b a w  D i s t r i c t  S u m m e r  S p o r t s  i n  R o m s e y .  T h e

s p o r t s  i n c l u d e d  C r i c k e t ,  V o l l e y b a l l ,  a n d  T - B a l l ,  a n d
w e  e n t e r e d  b o t h  a  b o y s ’  a n d  g i r l s ’  t e a m  i n  e a c h

e v e n t .
E v e r y o n e  w a s  v e r y  e x c i t e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a s ,  f o r  m a n y

s t u d e n t s ,  i t  w a s  t h e i r  f i r s t  t i m e  c o m p e t i n g  a t
d i s t r i c t  l e v e l  a n d  f o r  s o m e ,  t h e i r  f i r s t  e x p e r i e n c e

p l a y i n g  t h e s e  s p o r t s  c o m p e t i t i v e l y .
O u r  m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l  t e a m  w a s  t h e  b o y s ’  v o l l e y b a l l

t e a m .  T h e y  r e m a i n e d  u n d e f e a t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e
c o m p e t i t i o n  a n d  a d v a n c e d  t o  t h e  g r a n d  f i n a l  a g a i n s t
S t  M a r y ’ s .  I t  w a s  a  n e r v e  r a c k i n g  m a t c h  t o  b o t h  p l a y

a n d  w a t c h .  S t  M a r y ’ s  l e d  f o r  m o s t  o f  t h e  g a m e  a n d  a t
o n e  s t a g e  w e r e  a h e a d  b y  1 0  p o i n t s .  H o w e v e r ,  i n  t h e

d y i n g  m i n u t e s ,  o u r  b o y s  m a d e  a n  i n c r e d i b l e
c o m e b a c k  w i t h  s o m e  o u t s t a n d i n g  s e r v i n g ,  w i n n i n g

t h e  g a m e  b y  6  p o i n t s  a n d  t a k i n g  h o m e  t h e
p r e m i e r s h i p  f l a g .  T h e  b o y s ’  v o l l e y b a l l  t e a m  w i l l  n o w

p r o g r e s s  t o  t h e  D i v i s i o n  S p o r t s  i n  B e n d i g o .
O u r  c r i c k e t  t e a m s  w e r e  a l s o  v e r y  c o m p e t i t i v e ,

w i n n i n g  s e v e r a l  g a m e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  d a y .  T h e i r
s k i l l s  i m p r o v e d  a s  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  w e n t  o n  a n d

t h e r e  w e r e  p l e n t y  o f  c h e e r s  a s  r u n s  w e r e  s c o r e d  a n d
c a t c h e s  w e r e  t a k e n .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e i r  f i n a l  g a m e s

h a d  t o  b e  a b a n d o n e d  d u e  t o  r a i n ,  b u t  o v e r a l l ,  b o t h
t e a m s  h a d  a  f a n t a s t i c  d a y .

T h e  T - B a l l  t e a m s  w e r e  e a g e r  t o  c o m p e t e  a g a i n s t
o t h e r  s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  A f t e r  c a r r y i n g  t h e i r

g e a r  t o  t h e  m a i n  o v a l  a n d  w a r m i n g  u p ,  t h e y  p l a y e d
w i t h  g r e a t  e n t h u s i a s m .

Cobaw District Summer Sports

Volleyball
O n  2 6 t h  o f  M a r c h  2 0 2 6  S t  A m b r o s e  c o m p e t e d  i n
C o b a w  s p o r t s  a t  R o m s e y .  V o l l e y b a l l  w a s  o n e  o f

t h e  s p o r t s  S t  A m b r o s e  c o m p e t e d  i n  a n d  w e  w e r e
v e r y  e x c i t e d  t o  b e  p l a y i n g  v o l l e y b a l l  f o r  t h e  f i r s t

t i m e ;  A m a r i ,  A s t o n ,  J i m ,  L a w s o n ,  S e b ,  D e o n ,
J a m e s ,  W a l t e r ,  L e o n  a n d  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  J e t t  a n d
M i l e s  m i s s e d  o u t  o n  t h e  b i g  d a y .  T h e  b o y s  t e a m
w e r e  u n d e f e a t e d  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  c o m p e t i t i o n  a n d

w e  w o n  t h e  f l a g ,  w h i c h  m e a n s  w e  g e t  t o  g o  t o  t h e
n e x t  s t a g e  i n  B e n d i g o .  A g a i n s t  S t .  M a r y s  w e  w e r e

l o s i n g  b y  1 0  a n d  i n  t h e  l a s t  6  m i n u t e s  w e  c a m e
b a c k  a n d  w o n  b y  6  f r o m  o u r  a m a z i n g  s e r v e r s .  W e l l

d o n e  e v e r y o n e !  

 I t  w a s  e s p e c i a l l y  e x c i t i n g  t o  s e e  s t u d e n t s  w h o
w e r e  n e w  t o  c o m p e t i t i v e  T - B a l l  p e r f o r m  s o  w e l l .

B o t h  t e a m s  s e c u r e d  a  c o u p l e  o f  w i n s  a n d  e v e r y o n e
f i n i s h e d  t h e  d a y  w i t h  s m i l e s  o n  t h e i r  f a c e s .

W e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  o u r  t e a c h e r s  a n d  p a r e n t
h e l p e r s  f o r  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  i n  c o a c h i n g ,  u m p i r i n g

a n d  s c o r i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  d a y .
B y  G r a d e  5 / 6
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Congratulations Gwen!
O n  T u e s d a y  ( 1 0 / 3 / 2 6 )  m e  a n d  m u m  w e n t  o n  a  r e a l l y  l o n g  c a r  t r i p  t o  S w a n  H i l l  S w i m m i n g  f o r  

S t  A m b r o s e  a t  t h e  S c h o o l  S p o r t s  c o m p e t i t i o n .

O n  t h e  w a y  t h e  l a n d  a r o u n d  u s  w a s  e n d l e s s l y  f l a t  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  a  l o t  o f  s p a c e  a n d  n o t  a  l o t  o f
t r e e s .  W e  o v e r t o o k  f i v e  c a r a v a n s  a n d  h a d  t h e  w h o l e  r o a d  t o  o u r s e l v e s .  W h e n  w e  a r r i v e d  a t

s w a n  h i l l  o u t d o o r  s w i m m i n g  p o o l  w e  m a n a g e d  t o  f i n d  a  l u c k y  p a r k i n g  s p o t  b u t  i t  w a s  b u s y
a n d  c a r s  w e r e  e v e r y w h e r e .

W h e n  w e  g o t  i n  t o  t h e  c h a n g e  r o o m s  I  p u t  o n  m y  b e s t  s w i m m i n g  s u i t  a n d  I  r a n  t o  t h e  l i t t l e
p o o l  f o r  a  p l a y .  I t  w a s  n o t  l o n g  u n t i l  m y  r a c e  s o  I  h o p p e d  i n t o  t h e  b i g  5 0 m  l o n g  p o o l  t o  d o  m y

w a r m u p .  I  d i d  5  b a c k s t r o k e  p u s h  o f f s ,  1 0 0 m  s w i m  a n d  2  d i v e s .  T h e n  t h e  m a n  w i t h  t h e  l o u d
v o i c e  a n d  m i c r o p h o n e  s h o u t e d  “ e v e r y o n e  o u t  o f  t h e  p o o l ,  f r e e s t y l e r s  r e p o r t  t o  m a r s h a l l i n g ”

“ 9 - 1 0 y e a r  o l d  G i r l s  b a c k s t r o k e  r e p o r t  t o  M a r s h a l l i n g ”  c a m e  s o o n .  T h a t  w a s  m e !  I ’ m  o n l y  9  b u t
t h e y  m a k e  m e  s w i m  w i t h  t h e  1 0  y e a r  o l d s .  I  h u r r i e d  t o  m a r s h a l l i n g  a n d  a f t e r  a  q u i c k  r o l l

c h e c k  t h e y  s e n t  u s  t o  t h e  b l o c k s .

I  p i n d r o p p e d  i n  t o  t h e  f r e e z i n g  w a t e r  m y  t o e s  f r o z e  a n d  m y  h a n d s  f e l t  a l l  s l i p p e r y  o n  t h e
w a r m  m e t a l  b a r .  L u c k i l y  i t  w a s  j u s t  a  s e c o n d  u n t i l  t h e  m a n  b l e w  t h e  w h i s t l e  a n d  I  s h o t  o f f

l i k e  a  r o c k e t .  I  s w a m  a  l i t t l e  f a s t e r  a t  t h e  s t a r t  t h a n  I ’ d  l i k e  a n d  b y  t h e  t i m e  I  w a s  h a l f  w a y  I
w a s  w o n d e r i n g  i f  t h e r e  w a s  a n  e n d  t o  t h i s  f r e e z i n g  p o o l .  T h e n  I  s a w  t h e  f l a g s  f l y i n g  a b o v e  m y

h e a d  a n d  I  a c c e l e r a t e d  a s  f a s t  a s  I  c o u l d  t o w a r d  t h e  e n d .  M y  f i n g e r s  t o u c h e d  t h e  w a l l  a n d  I
s p r a n g  u p w a r d .  T h e  p e o p l e  t i m i n g  s a i d  I  h a d  a  t w o  s e c o n d  P B  w h i c h  i s  a  l o t !  O v e r a l l  I  h a d  a
g r e a t  d a y .  I  f i n i s h e d  f e e l i n g  p r e t t y  p r o u d  o f  m y s e l f  I  h a d  a  r e a l l y  g o o d  s w i m  a n d  a  n i c e  d a y .

B y  G w e n  G  3 / 4 C

Easter Raffle Winners

Guess the Number of Eggs

T h a n k s  t o  y o u r  g e n e r o u s
d o n a t i o n s  w e  w e r e  a b l e  t o  o f f e r

n i n e  g r e a t  p r i z e s  i n  
o u r  E a s t e r  r a f f l e .  

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  a l l  o f  
o u r  w i n n e r s !

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  J o c k  R  w h o
g u e s s e d  t h e  c l o s e s t  n u m b e r  o f

E a s t e r  E g g s  i n  t h e  j a r !
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Fete Fun -  more photos here

Fete Fun 10

https://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/fete-fun/


Birthdays & Student Awards 

1 / 2 B      C h a r l i e  C  f o r  t h e  f a n t a s t i c  e f f o r t  a n d  p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e  h e  h a s  s h o w
           t o w a r d s  h i s  l e a r n i n g .
1 / 2 B      G e o r g e  E  f o r  h i s  c o n f i d e n t  r e a d i n g  t o  t h e  w h o l e  s c h o o l  d r i n g  t h e  H o l y
           W e e k  W a l k  T h r o u g h .
1 / 2 S      V a l e r i e  W  f o r  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  g r e a t  r e s i l i e n c e  d u r i n g  w r i t i n g  t a s k s .   K e e p
           i t  u p !
1 / 2 S      L o u i s  M  f o r  t h e  a m a z i n g  e f f o r t  y o u  a r e  p u t t i n g  i n  t o  a l l  y o u r  l e a r n i n g !  
           K e e p  i t  u p !
1 / 2 T      A r c h e r  G  f o r  b e i n g  a n  e n t h u s i a s t i c ,  h a r d - w o r k i n g  s t u d e n t  w h o  b r i n g s  a
           p o s i t i v e  s p a r k  t o  e v e r y  l e s s o n  -  w e l l  d o n e !
1 / 2 T      A t t i c u s  L  f o r  s h o w i n g  g r e a t  f o c u s  d u r i n g  s p e l l i n g  l e s s o n s  a n d  c o m m i t m e n t
           t o  m a s t e r i n g  e v e r y  n e w  s o u n d  -  w e l l  d o n e !
3 / 4 O     G r a c e  H  f o r  a l w a y s  m o d e l l i n g  f o c u s  a n d  k i n d n e s s  t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  c l a s s .
3 / 4 O     S k y l a r  C  f o r  h e r  e x c e l l e n t  t u t o r i a l  i n  o u r  o p e n  m i c .   Y o u  s p o k e  s o  w e l l
           S k y l a r !   W e l l  d o n e !
5 / 6 B M    S e b a s t i a n  M  f o r  b e i n g  a  g r e a t  s u p p o r t i v e  f r i e n d .
5 / 6 B M    M a r l i  P  f o r  t a k i n g  o n  e x t r a  j o b s  t o  h e l p  w i t h  t h e  s m o o t h  r u n n i n g  o f  o u r  
            c l a s s r o o m .
5 / 6 W     A m a r i  B  f o r  a l w a y s  s h o w i n g  o u r  s c h o o l  v a l u e s  i n s i d e  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  a n d  
           o u t s i d e .   W e l l  d o n e  A m a r i !
5 / 6 W     A s t o n  M  f o r  a l w a y s  s h o w i n g  r e s p e c t  t o w a r d s  o t h e r s  a n d  f o r  a l w a y s  t r y i n g
           y o u r  b e s t  a t  e v e r y t h i n g  y o u  d o .   K e e p  u p  t h e  g r e a t  w o r k !

P B L  B r o n z e  A w a r d  -  W i l l a  M ,  E v e r l y  B ,  M o l l i e  H ,  S o p h i e  P ,  B o s t o n  M ,  T h o m a s  S ,  T a r a n  G ,
R e d m o n d  O ,  O l i v e r  D ,  E m i l i a  T ,  J a x e n  H ,  W i n t e r  T ,  V a l e r i e  W ,  S t u a r t  P ,  N e v i l l e  G ,  M o  R ,
E l i s e  R ,  L e x i  K ,  L e o  H ,  L a c h l a n  M ,  J a m e s  F ,  A a l i y a h  F ,  L o u i s  M

P B L  S i l v e r  A w a r d  -  W i l l o w  S
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2 7   M A R C H    A R C H E R  G
2 8  M A R C H     S K Y L A R  C
2 9  M A R C H     R E U B E N  T
5  A P R I L        G E O R G I A  B
8  A P R I L        A U D R E Y  C ,  A S T O N  J
1 0  A P R I L       G R A C E  H
1 2  A P R I L       J O R E L  L
1 4  A P R I L       A S T O N  M ,  J E T T  M
1 5  A P R I L       P I P  F ,  B E N  H ,  I N D Y  H ,  I S L A  M
1 9  A P R I L       M I L A N A  M
2 0  A P R I L      A R I  F
2 1  A P R I L       O W E N  D
2 2  A P R I L      H A L E Y  C
2 3  A P R I L      M I L L I E  E
2 4  A P R I L      J I M  G
2 6  A P R I L      J A C K  D
2 8  A P R I L      C H L O E  M
2 9  A P R I L      W A LT E R  G ,  C O O P E R  L
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M e n t a l  H e a l t h  &  W e l l b e i n g  a t  S t  A m b r o s e
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JOIN THE CELEBRATION OF ALL THINGS 

P o n d e r :

S a c r a m e n t a l  D a t e s  i n  2 0 2 6 :

I f  y o u r  c h i l d  i s  m a k i n g  o n e  o f  t h e i r  S a c r a m e n t s  t h i s  y e a r ,  p l e a s e  n o t e
t h e  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  c a l e n d a r  b e l o w .  

T H E  M A S S  O N  S A T U R D A Y  I S  A T  5  P M  S O  A L L  S A T U R D A Y  C O M M I S S I O N I N G  M A S S E S  
F O R  T H E  S A C R A M E N T S  W I L L  B E  A T  5  P M .

D u r i n g  2 0 2 6  o u r  f o c u s
f o r  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  o f

f a i t h  w i l l  b e  b a s e d
o n  t h e  i m a g e  o f  t h e
T r i n i t y  ( s e e  o u r  n e w
p i c t u r e ) .  A n  i m a g e  

r e f l e c t i n g  t h e
c o m m u n i t y  o f  t h e

F a t h e r ,  S o n  a n d  H o l y
S p i r i t ,  

c a l l i n g  u s  t o  b e  a
c o m m u n i t y  o f  W E L C O M E

a n d  H O S P I T A L I T Y .

P r a y e r :  H O L Y  W E E K  

L o r d ,  
l e t  e v e r y t h i n g  I  d o  i n  t h e  c o m i n g  H o l y  W e e k  

b e  i n s p i r e d  b y  Y o u .  
H e l p  m e  t o  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  n o t h i n g  i s

i m p o r t a n t  i n  m y  l i f e  
u n l e s s  i t  g l o r i f i e s  Y o u  i n  s o m e  w a y .

P o p e  L e o ’ s    P r a y e r  I n t e n t i o n  f o r  M a r c h :
F o r  D i s a r m a m e n t  A n d  P e a c e

L e t  u s  p r a y  t h a t  n a t i o n s  m o v e  t o  e f f e c t i v e
d i s a r m a m e n t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  n u c l e a r  d i s a r m a m e n t

a n d  t h a t  w o r l d  l e a d e r s  c h o o s e  t h e  p a t h  o f  d i a l o g u e
a n d  d i p l o m a c y  i n s t e a d  o f  v i o l e n c e .

T h i s  y e a r  m a r k s  t h e  8 0 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  d e a t h
o f  S t .  F r a n c i s   o f  A s s i s i .  P o p e  L e o  h a s  p r o c l a i m e d

t h i s  y e a r  a s  t h e  J u b i l e e  Y e a r   o f  S t .  F r a n c i s .          

G o s p e l  R e f l e c t i o n :               M a t t h e w  2 1 : 1 - 1 1 ;  2 7 : 1 1 - 5 4

A s  a  m o t h e r ,  I  l a i d  d o w n  m y  l i f e  d a i l y  f o r  m y  f a m i l y .  I s n ’ t
t h a t  w h a t  a l l  p a r e n t s  d o ?  I s n ’ t  t h a t  l o v e ?  L a t e r  i n  l i f e ,
w h e n  o n e  o f  o u r  d a u g h t e r s  a s k e d  i f  I  c o u l d  w a t c h  h e r

t w o - y e a r - o l d  w h i l e  s h e  o p e n e d  a  b u s i n e s s ,  I  a g r e e d .  O n c e
a g a i n ,  I  b e c a m e  a  f u l l - t i m e  p r e s c h o o l  m o m .  I  t a u g h t  a n d

l o v e d  t h a t  l i t t l e  g r a n d d a u g h t e r  a s  i f  s h e  w e r e  m y  o w n .
 

N o w ,  m y  a d u l t  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  w h a t  I  a f f e c t i o n a t e l y  c a l l
t h e  “ i n n e r  c i r c l e , ”  w h e r e  t h e y  l e t  t h e i r  h a i r  d o w n  w i t h

e a c h  o t h e r .  T h e y  d i s c u s s  l i f e  a s  t h e y  r e m e m b e r  i t .  N o t  t o
w o r r y .  O n e  d a u g h t e r ,  w h o m  I  l i k e  t o  t h i n k  o f  a s  t h e  t r u t h

t e l l e r ,  i n e v i t a b l y  s p i l l s  t h e  b e a n s  e v e r y  t i m e .
 

O n e  d a y ,  s h e  c o u l d  n o t  g e t  t h e  w o r d s  o u t  f a s t  e n o u g h .
“ T h e  g i r l s  s a y  y o u  n e v e r  d i d  a n y t h i n g  f o r  t h e m ;  y o u
h a r d l y  b a b y s a t . ”  I n t e r r u p t i n g ,  I  q u e s t i o n e d ,  “ W a i t  a

m i n u t e ,  d i d n ’ t  I  w a t c h  o n e  g r a n d c h i l d  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s ? ”
N o d d i n g ,  s h e  s a i d ,  “ Y e s ,  M o m ,  I  r e m e m b e r .  S h e  r u i n e d  i t

f o r  e v e r y o n e , ”  a n d  f i n i s h e d  w i t h  t h e  w o r d s ,  “ B u t  w h a t  d i d
y o u  e v e r  d o  f o r  m e ? ”  I  w a n t e d  t o  s h o u t ,  “ I  g a v e  m y  a l l ! ”

T r y i n g  n o t  t o  s h o w  m y  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t ,  I  a d d e d ,  “ I  h a r d l y
r e c o g n i z e  m y s e l f  w h e n  y o u  a l l  t a l k  a b o u t  m e . ”

 
T h i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n  m u s t  h a v e  b o t h e r e d  m e .  I t  c a m e  t o

m i n d  o n e  d a y  a n d  a s  I  t e a r e d  u p ,  I  b r o u g h t  i t  t o  J e s u s .
H i s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w o r d s  w e r e ,  “ Y o u  k n o w ,  E l l e n ,  i t

h a p p e n s  t o  M e  t o o .  M a n y  o f  m y  c h i l d r e n  a s k  t h e  s a m e
t h i n g :  ‘ W h a t  d i d  Y o u  e v e r  d o  f o r  m e ,  J e s u s ? ’ ”  J e s u s

t r a i n e d  J u d a s ,  l o v e d  h i m ,  t h e n  m a d e  h i m  a  d i s c i p l e ,  y e t
J u d a s  b e t r a y e d  H i m .  I  k n o w  i t  h u r t  J e s u s ' s  h e a r t !  J e s u s

c h o s e  P e t e r  t o  b e  t h e  R o c k  o f  t h e  C h u r c h  e v e n  t h o u g h  h e
d e n i e d  J e s u s  t h r e e  t i m e s .  W h a t  d i d  J e s u s  d o  f o r  m e ?  H e

g a v e  H i s  a l l .  I s n ’ t  t h a t  l o v e ?

B y :  E l l e n  M o n g a n  ( C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 6  C a t h o l i c M o m . c o m .
A l l  R i g h t s  R e s e r v e d )

H o w  d o  y o u  f e e l  w h e n  y o u  g i v e  y o u r  a l l  a n d  
n o  o n e  s e e m s  t o  n o t i c e ?

E A S T E R  S E R V I C E S  2 0 2 6

A s  F r .  J o h n  a n d  F r .  Z a h e r  a r e  t o  a  n u m b e r  o f  c h u r c h e s ,  t h e y
h a v e  h a d  t o  s p r e a d  t h e  s e r v i c e s  a r o u n d .  P l e a s e  n o t e  w h e r e

t h e  s e r v i c e s  a r e  t a k i n g  p l a c e  t h i s  y e a r :

T h u r s d a y ,  2 n d  A p r i l  -  H o l y  T h u r s d a y
7  p m  S t .  B r i g i d ’ s ,  G i s b o r n e  &    7  p m  S t .  A m b r o s e ,  W o o d e n d

( t h e  c h u r c h  w i l l  s t a y  o p e n  u n t i l  9 : 3 0  p m )

F r i d a y ,  3 r d  A p r i l  -  S t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  C r o s s
1 0  a m  S t .  B r i g i d ’ s ,  G i s b o r n e  &  1 0  a m  S t .  A m b r o s e ,  W o o d e n d

F r i d a y ,  3 r d  A p r i l  -  P a s s i o n  o f  t h e  L o r d
3  p m  S t .  M a r y ’ s ,  L a n c e f i e l d  &  3  p m  S t .  B r i g i d ’ s ,  G i s b o r n e

S a t u r d a y ,  4 t h  A p r i l  -  H o l y  S a t u r d a y
7  p m  S t .  B r i g i d ’ s ,  G i s b o r n e  &  7  p m  S t .  M a r y ’ s ,  L a n c e f i e l d

S u n d a y ,  5 t h  A p r i l  -  E a s t e r  S u n d a y
8  a m  R i d d e l l s  C r e e k ,  9  a m  R o m s e y ,  1 1  a m  W o o d e n d  &  1 1  a m

G i s b o r n e

P l e a s e  n o t e :  
 A l l  a r e  w e l c o m e .  
I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e

t o  j o i n  u s  i n  a n y  o f
t h e s e  c e l e b r a t i o n s ,

y o u  a r e  m o s t
w e l c o m e .  P l e a s e

s i t  a t  t h e  b a c k  o r
u p s t a i r s  t o  m a k e

s u r e  t h e r e  i s  r o o m
f o r  a l l  t h e
s t u d e n t s .

https://files.ecatholic.com/25471/bulletins/20260329.pdf?t=1774580851000
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	Term One, Newsletter 4, Monday 30th March, 2026
	St Ambrose Primary School
	To know yourself as the Being underneath the thinker, the stillness underneath the mental noise, the love and joy underneath the pain, is freedom, salvation, enlightenment. Eckhart Tolle
	We pay our respects to the Traditional Custodians of this land, and offer our respect to Elders both past present & emerging.

	Our next newsletter will be published on  Friday 1st May 2026.

	Student Representative Council
	Pasta Making Fun
	Student Initiatives
	ANZAC March-Save the Date
	Introducing our 2026 SAC
	Cobaw Sports
	At our first meeting for this year on Monday March 23rd we completed the MACS SAC training module. The SAC act as an advisory body to the principal. They also offer another avenue for you to have your say at St Ambrose. We elected a new Chairperson and Secretary at this meeting. Pictured below from left to right on each row are our chairperson this year Gerald Sullivan, our Secretary Rilla Healy. Maurice Fanning (parishioner), Paul Daniels, Brad Ellul, Debbie Geisler and Fr. John are also on our SAC. Our members are pictured below. You are welcome to introduce yourself to them.
	In Cobaw sport, the girls' cricket team played at Romsey Recreation Centre. The first game we played was against Saint Mary’s, unfortunately we lost but we tried our hardest. The next team we played was against Romsey Primary School and we won by 40 runs. Then we played Woodend PS, Lancefield PS and our last game was against Kyneton PS, they were all good games and fun to play against. It started to rain so we called it a tie with Kyneton PS, went back to school and in the end we had two loses, two wins and a tie.
	NAPLAN
	Next Newsletter
	We congratulate our year 3 and year 5 students who have completed their Naplan assessments over the past two weeks. Naplan is one of numerous assessments we use to track our students progress.

	Bronwyn Phillips  Principal
	Message from the Principal



	5/6W CLASSROOM FEATURE
	5/6W Classroom Feature

	STUDENT NEWS
	Cobaw District Summer Sports
	Volleyball
	Student News


	STUDENT NEWS
	Congratulations Gwen!
	Easter Raffle Winners
	Thanks to your generous donations we were able to offer nine great prizes in  our Easter raffle.  Congratulations to all of  our winners!

	Guess the Number of Eggs
	Congratulations to Jock R who guessed the closest number of Easter Eggs in the jar!
	Student News


	AROUND THE SCHOOL
	Fete Fun -  more photos here
	Birthdays & Student Awards
	27  MARCH   ARCHER G 28 MARCH    SKYLAR C 29 MARCH    REUBEN T 5 APRIL       GEORGIA B 8 APRIL       AUDREY C, ASTON J 10 APRIL      GRACE H 12 APRIL      JOREL L 14 APRIL      ASTON M, JETT M 15 APRIL      PIP F, BEN H, INDY H, ISLA M 19 APRIL      MILANA M 20 APRIL     ARI F 21 APRIL      OWEN D 22 APRIL     HALEY C 23 APRIL     MILLIE E 24 APRIL     JIM G 26 APRIL     JACK D 28 APRIL     CHLOE M 29 APRIL     WALTER G, COOPER L
	Birthdays & Student Awards

	Mental Health & Wellbeing at St Ambrose
	Erin Brass
	JOIN THE CELEBRATION OF ALL THINGS

	Faith & Family
	During 2026 our focus for our community of faith will be based on the image of the Trinity (see our new picture). An image  reflecting the community of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  calling us to be a community of WELCOME and HOSPITALITY.
	Prayer: HOLY WEEK 
	Lord,  let everything I do in the coming Holy Week  be inspired by You.  Help me to remember that nothing is important in my life  unless it glorifies You in some way.
	Pope Leo’s  Prayer Intention for March: For Disarmament And Peace Let us pray that nations move to effective disarmament, particularly nuclear disarmament and that world leaders choose the path of dialogue and diplomacy instead of violence.
	This year marks the 800th anniversary of the death of St. Francis of Assisi. Pope Leo has proclaimed this year as the Jubilee Year of St. Francis.     

	Ponder:
	How do you feel when you give your all and  no one seems to notice?
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	Sacramental Dates in 2026:
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