
St Ambrose Primary School

Our next newsletter will be published on 
Friday 29th May 2026.  

Term One, Newsletter 6, Friday 15th May, 2026

S C H O O L  C A L E N D A R

We pay our respects to
the Traditional

Custodians of this
land, and offer our

respect to Elders both
past present &

emerging.

https://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/news-events/calendar/
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Dear Families, Parishioners and Friends,

We shared a truly heartwarming afternoon as a
school community during our celebration last
week. It was a privilege to welcome so many

mothers, grandmothers, and special persons into
our school to celebrate the vital role you play

 and the deep love you share with your families.
Seeing our community gather in such a

supportive and connected way reminded us all 
of the strength found in these bonds. We

extended a very happy Mother’s Day,
Grandmothers and Special Persons day to
everyone in attendance, as well as to the

dedicated mums and grandmothers among 
our own staff.

We would like to offer our thanks to our Year 6
leaders who served as such wonderful hosts and

ensured the afternoon ran smoothly. 
Our gratitude also goes to Fr. Zaher for his

beautiful blessing and to Katie for providing such
delicious treats for us all to enjoy. It was a joy to

witness the warmth and spirit of our school
family coming together, and we hope all of our
mothers and special people enjoyed a day filled

with the love and appreciation you so richly
deserve.

"A mother is she who can take the place of all
others but whose place no one else can take."
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Post Fete Working Bee 
22  May from 2.15pmnd

We Need Your Help!
If you are able it would be great to have your

help tidying the shed and checking the
marquees are dry and packed properly. We will

begin at 2.15pm  on Friday May 22nd. With
some helpers we will be finished by 3.30pm. 
We will send out an Nforma notice next week

with the details.

Speaking of Volunteers, did you know that next
week is National Volunteer Week! It is timely to

thank you all for the many different ways you
support our school. From canteen, classroom

support, making the fete possible, sporting
events, tidying the shed and more, your help is

appreciated and makes a difference. 

National Volunteer Week (18–24 May 2026) is
Australia's largest annual celebration of

volunteering, honoring the millions of people
who dedicate their time, skills, and energy to

support community, social, and environmental
causes. It shines a spotlight on the vital role

volunteers play in building resilient
communities, with the 2026 theme "Your Year

to Volunteer" encouraging new and existing
volunteers to engage in flexible, meaningful

ways. You can click on the title to learn more!

PS: Hope to see those of you who can make it at
our working bee on Friday afternoon!

 We may even get some weeding done too!

National Volunteer Week
runs from May 18 - 24

Open Morning Message from
our Captains

Eire and Amari are looking forward to showing
our visitors through our School on Monday

morning which is one of our Open Mornings.
We will welcome those interested in our school

between 9.30 and 11.00 am. Our leaders will
give them a tour and tell them about our

school.

https://tlnews.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=27c98a1f2d01f6b5bb728829e&id=36fe0e506d&e=018eca33d5
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Justine, Mr. Baboth and I enjoyed the sunshine
this moring along with all those who walked and

cycled to school. It was great to see many
students walk, ride or scoot from various areas

across our beautiful town.
National Walk Safely to School Day 2026 is next

Friday but we marked this event today Friday, 15th
May 2026, while the weather is so nice! The event

encourages primary school children to walk to
school to promote healthy habits, road safety, and

reduce traffic congestion. This kick start might
encourage your children to continue to walk to

school whilst we have good weather.

National Walk Safely to
School Day

I would like to acknowledge and thank Anita La
Forgia for the work and time she has dedicated to
lobbying for further bus services (updates will be
shared when progress is made) in the area as well

as improvements to bus shelters as a safety
precaution.

The message she has put to council is that:

Shelters require significant infrastructure,
planning, and funding. However, I would like to

propose the following immediate actions:

1. The immediate implementation of bus stop
signage at all Department of Transport-listed

bus stops within the Macedon Ranges, indicating
that children may be present.

2. If resources allow, Council and bus operators
could liaise annually to identify unused stops
and temporarily cover or deactivate signage

where necessary.
3. The inclusion of staged bus shelter

implementation within future budgets. While
demographics and bus stop usage may change

over time, many bus stops have been consistently
used for years. High-use stops should be

identified and prioritized for shelter
infrastructure over time, particularly those
located outside major towns where there is

currently little to no supporting infrastructure
and conditions are often unsafe.

We must stop passing responsibility between
organisations regarding what should or should not

be done. What matters most is the safety of children.
I'm hoping we do not need any further advocacy on

this. We are all stretched for time and energy. 
We have road signs warning drivers about wildlife.

Why do we not have adequate signs warning drivers
about the presence of children?

I'd like to thank Councilor Janet for her support and
time on this matter. 

Anita.

Bus Services & Bus Stop
Signage & Safety

Petition for a Safe
Crossing at Romsey

Road - Have your
Voice Heard!

The school, along with
Mayor Kate Kendall, has received calls and emails from

parents concerned about safety and she is calling on
concerned parents, school and Woodend community
members to email the Minister for Roads and Roads

Safety, 
The Hon. Ros Spence MP, 

via ros.spence@parliament.vic.gov.au 
as the Romsey road is managed by the Department of

Transport and Planning (DTP). Council has also written
to the DTP to request urgent safety improvements. Her
email is kkendall@mrsc.vic.gov.au if anyone wishes to 

cc her in on any of the advocacy.

If you havent already added your name to the petition
which was included in last terms newsletter it is not

too late!  
Here is a link to the petition:

https://www.kathryntollerud.com/romsey-rd-
crossing/

mailto:ros.spence@parliament.vic.gov.au
mailto:kkendall@mrsc.vic.gov.au
https://www.kathryntollerud.com/romsey-rd-crossing/
https://www.kathryntollerud.com/romsey-rd-crossing/
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This month our staff have been revisiting Child
Safe Standard No 4 as part of our commitment to

maintaining a child safe environment. 
Click on the image above to read more about this

standard.

Further Athletics Coaching
Opportunity

The flyer pasted below has been shared via
Nforma. Next Athletics are offering an after
school program being run by an accredited
Athletics coach over the next 5 Tuesday's

3.30-4.30pm.
Some children participated in a free trial

session last Tuesday.
The program runs for the next 5 weeks and

may be of interest to your child to undertake
running, jumping and throwing skill

development excercises.
This program is not affiliated with the school

and is a user pay program done outside of
school hours.

Please refer to the Nforma message to
register.

Note that the back oval is now booked on
Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays for after
school sporting coaching. If you choose to use
the play area after school on Tuesday we ask
that you stay clear of the training area and

actively supervise your children at all times.
Thank you.

https://www.health.vic.gov.au/media/23116
https://www.health.vic.gov.au/media/23116
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   Bronwyn Phillips
 Principal

Our next newsletter will be published on
Friday 

29th May 2026!
For more news and photos visit our website 

and look at latest news by clicking on our 
Facebook button.

 

  Pictured below from left to right on each row
are our chairperson this year Gerald Sullivan, 

our Secretary Rilla Healy, Maurice Fanning
(parishioner), Paul Daniels, Brad Ellul, Debbie

Geisler and Fr. John are also on our SAC. 
Our members are pictured below. 

You are welcome to introduce yourself to them.  

Next Newsletter

A

Our 2026 SAC

Parent/Teacher Conversations
Strong partnerships between home and school

underpin student success. We hope that our
parent-teacher conversations provided

opportunity to discuss your child’s social and
academic growth. By sharing insights, we can

align our support, and ensure every student feels
encouraged both in the classroom and at home.

Staying connected ensures we are working
together to help your child flourish. If you were
unable to make it to your scheduled time please

make another time with your child’s teacher.

We are excited to announce we are
transitioning from Seesaw to ClassDojo for

sharing and viewing student work. This
decision was made to better align with our
current school needs and provide a more

cost-effective solution for our community.
Please be aware that we encourage all

families to use the free version of ClassDojo.
There is no requirement to purchase a

subscription or use any paid "Plus" features
to stay connected to your child’s learning.

Your child’s teacher will send home
instructions shortly on how to link your
account so you can begin viewing their

schoolwork. We appreciate your support as
we make this change to better showcase our

students' achievements.

Transitioning from Seesaw to
ClassDojo

Our whole school photo day is on Monday
25 May 2026 commencing at 9am.

Students are to come dressed in full winter
uniform. Jumpers and jackets will not be

worn in the photos. Of course they should
wear them to school to keep warm.

Students are to wear navy socks and 
black shoes.

Ordering details have been shared via
Nforma and on page 9 of this newsletter.

If you have any questions regarding
ordering, please contact MSP Photography

on 5333 5577.

School Photos

New Footpaths
NCCD FACT Sheet

I have included the latest NCCD fact sheet later in
this newsletter  for those of you who want to
learn more about NCCD funding and how it is

spent.
Council will soon be starting works to create a

footpath along our north fence along Anslow St. 
I have included a map of these works later in this

newsletter FYI.

https://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/people/St-Ambrose-Primary-School-Woodend/61558470521257/
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School Photo Day
Monday 25 May 2026

h t t p s : / / s t am b r o s e p p swo o d e n d - v i c . m s p . p h o t o s

https://stambroseppswoodend-vic.msp.photos/login.aspx?sessionstate=disabled
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Tee Ball by Billie H

O n  T h u r s d a y  t h e
g r a d e  5 / 6 s  w e n t  t o
C o b a w  s p o r t s .  W e

w e r e  s p l i t  i n t o
t h r e e  t e a m s ;

c r i c k e t ,  t e e - b a l l
a n d  v o l l e y b a l l .
T h e r e  w e r e  b o y
t e a m s  a n d  g i r l

t e a m s .  T h e  g i r l s
t e a m  d r a w e d  o n e

o f  t h e i r  g a m e s  a n d
l o s t  t h e  o t h e r

t h r e e .  O n e  t h i n g
t h e  g i r l s  t e a m

f o u n d  w i t h  t h e i r
p r o g r e s s  w a s  t h a t

t h e y  n e e d e d  t o
p r a c t i s e  t h e i r

p a s s i n g  t o
e v e r y o n e  a n d  t h e y

n e e d e d  t o  k e e p
t h e i r  f o o t  o n  t h e

b a s e  a t  a l l  t i m e s .  

Project Compassion Casual
Dress  Day

Our faith leaders Ruby Z and Leon G orgainised
our casual dress day to raise money for Project

Compassion which is a focus for this time of year.
Part of our Catholic social teaching promotes

community service and assisting those less
fortunate. It was great to see our children arrive

in some of their favourite outfits. Our sincere
thanks for your generous donations.

Thanks to your generous donations we raised 
$412.70 for this cause.

Caritas

School Futsal Championships

O n  M o n d a y  T o b y ,  R u e b e n ,  C h a r l i e ,
T e d d y ,  C a s e y ,  J a c k ,  R y d e r  a n d

m y s e l f  r e p r e s e n t e d  S t  A m b r o s e  i n
t h e  

W e s t  M e l b o u r n e  S c h o o l  F u t s a l
C h a m p i o n s h i p s .  W e  p l a y e d  w e l l  f o r
o u r  5  q u a l i f i e r  m a t c h e s ,  w i n n i n g  4

o u t  o f  5  g a m e s .  O n e  o f  t h e
h i g h l i g h t s  w a s  w h e n  R y d e r  w a s

g o a l k e e p e r  a n d  k i c k e d  a  g o a l  a l l  t h e
w a y  f r o m  t h e  o p p o n e n t s  g o a l s .  I n

t h e  s e m i  f i n a l ,  t h e  o t h e r  t e a m
k i c k e d  t h e  f i r s t  g o a l ,  t h e n  w e  k i c k e d

a  g o a l ,  t h e n  t h e y  g o t  a  l u c k y  g o a l ,
b e f o r e  w e  l e v e l l e d  t h e  s c o r e s .  W e

t h e n  h a d  t o  d o  a  p e n a l t y  s h o o t o u t ,
w h i c h  w e  w o n ,  m e a n i n g  w e

q u a l i f i e d  f o r  t h e  g r a n d  f i n a l !  S a d l y
w e  l o s t  5  t o  6  t o  t h e  t e a m  t h a t  w e

l o s t  t o  1 2  n i l  a t  t h e  l a s t  s c h o o l
c h a m p i o n s h i p s .  I t  w a s  a  f u n  d a y ,  a

b i g  t h a n k s  t o  c o a c h  K r i s t y  f o r
o r g a n i s i n g  t h e  d a y  a n d  b e i n g  s u c h  a

g r e a t  c o a c h .  A l s o  a  t h a n k  y o u  t o
C h e l s e y  a n d  G e m m a  f o r  d r i v i n g .  

T h e y  n o t i c e d  t h e y  g o t  b e t t e r  a t  c h e e r i n g
e a c h  o t h e r  o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  g a m e s .

O v e r a l l  w e  t h i n k  w e  d i d  a  r e a l l y  g o o d  j o b
b u t  c o u l d  d e f i n i t e l y  i m p r o v e  o n  o u r  s k i l l s .

B u t  w e  a l l  h a d  a  g o o d  t i m e  p l a y i n g  w i t h  t h e
o t h e r  s c h o o l s .
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Birthdays & Student Awards 

P r e p  O  P e r c y  F  f o r  w o r k i n g  s o  h a r d  w i t h  h i s  h a n d w r i t i n g  t o  f o r m  c l e a r  l e t t e r s .  
           G r e a t  w o r k !
P r e p  O  F i n n  R  f o r  a l w a y s  t r y i n g  h i s  b e s t  w i t h  a l l  o f  h i s  l e a r n i n g .  W e l l  d o n e !
P r e p  O  A l i c e  C  f o r  b e i n g  r e s p o n s i b l e  a n d  r e s i l i e n t  w i t h  h e r  l e a r n i n g .   
           W e l l  d o n e  A l i c e .
1 / 2 B      A b i  B  f o r  y o u r  o u t s t a n d i n g  e f f o r t  a n d  a c h i e v e m e n t  i n  s p e l l i n g .   K e e p  i t  u p !
1 / 2 B      M a x  A  f o r  y o u r  t h o u g h t f u l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  a n d  a c t i v e  c l a s s  d i s c u s s i o n s .  
           W e l l  d o n e !
1 / 2 S      B o s t o n  M  f o r  t r y i n g  h i s  b e s t  d u r i n g  P h o n i c s  P l u s !  W e l l  d o n e !
1 / 2 S      H a r r y  G  f o r  w o r k i n g  h a r d  t o  i m p r o v e  h i s  h a n d w r i t i n g !   K e e p  i t  u p !
1 / 2 T      C h a s e  K  f o r  g r e a t  l e a d e r s h i p  a n d  r e s i l e n c e ,  c o n s i s t e n t l y  s e t t i n g  a  g o l d
           s t a n d a r d  f o r  h a r d  w o r k  a n d  k i n d n e s s .   W e l l  d o n e .
1 / 2 T      R a f y  V  f o r  e n g a g i n g  i n  l i t e r a c y  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  w o r k i n g  t o  i m p r o v e
           h a n d w r i t i n g .   K e e p  u p  t h e  g r e a t  w o r k !
3 / 4 C      K a t e  D  f o r  s h o w i n g  w o n d e r f u l  r e s i l i e n c e  o n  3 / 4  c a m p !
3 / 4 C      C o b y  S  f o r  s h o w i n g  w o n d e r f u l  k i n d n e s s  a n d  i n c l u s i v e n e s s  o n  c a m p !
3 / 4 O      J o r d a n  M  f o r  t a k i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  s u p p o r t i n g  o t h e r s  w h i l e  p l a y i n g  f o o t y
           a t  r e c e s s .
3 / 4 O      E l i s e  M  f o r  a l w a y s  d i s p l a y i n g  o u r  P o s i t i v e  B e h a v i o u r s  f o r  L e a r n i n g . W e l l  d o n e
           E l i s e !
3 / 4 R     S a m  W  f o r  h i s  p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e  a t  c a m p  a n d  g i v i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  a  g o !
3 / 4 R     M o l l i e  H  f o r  s h o w i n g  r e s i l i e n c e  o v e r n i g h t  a t  c a m p  a n d  h e r  p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e .
5 / 6 B M   E i r e  B  f o r  c o n s i s t e n t l y  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  o u r  s c h o o l  v a l u e s  b y  b e i n g  a  k i n d  a n d
           r e s p o n s i b l e  m e m b e r  o f  o u r  c l a s s .
5 / 6 B M   O l i  J  f o r  b e i n g  a  r e s p o n s i b l e  l e a r n e r  w h o  h a s  a  p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  h i s
           c l a s s  w o r k .
5 / 6 J M   D e o n  S  f o r  s h o w i n g  a m a z i n g  r e s i l i e n c e  a n d  w o r k  e t h i c  t h i s  t e r m .
5 / 6 J M   O l i v e  S  f o r  w r i t i n g  a  w e l l  t h o u g h t  o u t  a n d  r e s e a r c h e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e p o r t
           a b o u t  w o m e n t  o n  t h e  G o l d f i e l d s .
5 / 6 W    M y l e s  L  f o r  a l w a y s  g i v i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  a  g o  a n d  s u p p o r t i n g  t h o s e  a r o u n d  h i m .
5 / 6 W    A . J .  S  f o r  a l w a y s  f o l l o w i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i m m e d i a t e l y  w i t h  a  s m i l e .

P B L  B r o n z e  A w a r d  -  M i l a n a  M ,  A r c h i e  L ,  B e n  H ,  J a c k  H ,  M i l l i e  E ,  N e a v e  K ,  O w e n  D ,  T i l l y  N ,
M a d d y  E ,  I n d y  H ,  R u p e r t  F ,  R a p h a e l  A ,  B o s c o  L ,  P i p  F ,  A b i  B ,  M a x  A

P B L  B r o n z e  A w a r d  -  J a x e n  H ,  B o s t o n  M ,  R o s a  M ,  T h o m a s  S ,  S t u a r t  P ,  E m i l i a  T ,  E l i s e  R ,
A a l i y a h  F ,  V a l e r i e  W ,  W i n t e r  T ,  R e d m o n d  O ,  O l i v e r  D ,  C o o p e r  L ,  J e t h r o  F ,  M o l l y  M ,  N e v e
E - S ,  N i a m h  F ,  O l i v i a  C ,  V a r l i  F ,  A n g u s  N ,  A r c h e r  B ,  

P B L  G o l d  A w a r d  -  H u g o  M ,  P o p p y  F ,  W i l l o w  S
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1 5  M a y    J a c o b  W
1 7  M a y     C h a s e  K
2 7  M a y    J a x e n  H
             L i l y  M
 

Congratulations! 
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M e n t a l  H e a l t h  &  W e l l b e i n g  a t  S t  A m b r o s e
 

E r i n  B r a s s



NCCD 15



Parish Bulletin 10 May 2026

Faith & Family

16 Faith & Family

JOIN THE CELEBRATION OF ALL THINGS 

P o n d e r :
D o  I  t a k e  i t  p e r s o n a l l y  w h e n  m y  k i d s  b r e a k  m y  r u l e s ?  

D o  I  t h i n k  G o d  t a k e s  i t  p e r s o n a l l y  w h e n  I  b r e a k  H i s ?

P r a y e r :         C o m e  H o l y  S p i r i t  

C o m e  H o l y  S p i r i t ,  
F i l l  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  y o u r  f a i t h f u l ,  

A n d  k i n d l e  i n  t h e m  t h e  f i r e  o f  y o u r  l o v e .   
S e n d  f o r t h  y o u r  S p i r i t ,  

A n d  t h e y  s h a l l  b e  c r e a t e d ,  
A n d  y o u  w i l l  r e n e w  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  e a r t h .  

P l e a s e  p r a y  f o r  o u r  C o n f i r m a t i o n  c a n d i d a t e s  w h o
w i l l  c e l e b r a t e  t h e i r  C o n f i r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  3 0 t h  M a y .

P o p e  L e o ’ s    P r a y e r  I n t e n t i o n  f o r  M a y :

T h a t  E v e r y o n e  M i g h t  H a v e  F o o d
L e t  u s  p r a y  t h a t  e v e r y o n e ,  f r o m  l a r g e  p r o d u c e r s  t o  s m a l l

c o n s u m e r s ,  b e  c o m m i t t e d  t o  a v o i d  w a s t i n g  f o o d ,  a n d  t o  e n s u r e
t h a t  e v e r y o n e  h a s  a c c e s s  t o  q u a l i t y  f o o d .

T h i s  y e a r  m a r k s  t h e  8 0 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  d e a t h  o f  S t .
F r a n c i s  o f  A s s i s i .  P o p e  L e o  h a s  p r o c l a i m e d  t h i s  y e a r  a s  t h e

J u b i l e e  Y e a r  o f  S t .  F r a n c i s .    

G o s p e l  R e f l e c t i o n :               J o h n  1 4 : 1 5 - 2 1

E v e r  s i n c e  m y  k i d s  w e r e  o l d  e n o u g h  t o
u n d e r s t a n d ,  I ’ d  r e m i n d  t h e m  o f  t h e  r u l e s  o f  o u r
h o u s e h o l d :  b e  k i n d ,  p u t  o t h e r s  b e f o r e  y o u r s e l f ,
c h o o s e  r i g h t  o v e r  w r o n g ,  a n d  d o  y o u r  f a i r  s h a r e

i n  t h e  f a m i l y .  N o n e  o f  t h o s e  g u i d e l i n e s  w e r e
t o o  t a x i n g ,  a n d  a l l  w e r e  c r e a t e d  f o r  t h e i r  g o o d .
I  w a n t e d  t h e m  t o  g r o w  u p  a n d  b e  c o n t r i b u t i n g

m e m b e r s  o f  s o c i e t y ,  i n  a l l  t h e  b e s t  w a y s .

S o ,  w h e n  t h e y  b r o k e  a n y  o f  m y  r u l e s ,  I  t o o k  i t
p e r s o n a l l y ,  a s  i f  t h e y  w e r e  p u r p o s e f u l l y  t r y i n g
t o  d e f y  m e .  M y  v i e w  w a s  i f  J e s u s  c o u l d  s a y  “ I f

y o u  l o v e  m e ,  y o u  w i l l  k e e p  m y  c o m m a n d m e n t s , "
t h e n  s o  c o u l d  I .

Y e t ,  w h e n  I  b r e a k  G o d ’ s  c o m m a n d m e n t s ,  a m  I
d o i n g  s o  b e c a u s e  I  d o n ’ t  l o v e  H i m ?  N o t  a t  a l l .

I t ’ s  j u s t  m e  b e i n g  w e a k ,  g i v i n g  i n  t o
t e m p t a t i o n .  S o ,  w h y  d i d  J e s u s  t i e  l o v e  a n d  r u l e -

k e e p i n g  t o g e t h e r ?

I  b e l i e v e  i t ’ s  b e c a u s e  H e  w a n t e d  l o v e  t o  b e  t h e
i n s p i r a t i o n  f o r  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  C o m m a n d m e n t s .
H e  d i d n ’ t  w a n t  f e a r ,  g u i l t  o r  p e e r  p r e s s u r e  t o

b e  o u r  m o t i v a t i o n .  T h o s e  e m o t i o n s  l e a d  t o
r e s e n t m e n t .  H e  k n o w s  w h a t  i s  g o o d  f o r  u s  a n d
w h a t  w i l l  b r i n g  u s  t r u e  a n d  a b i d i n g  j o y .  H e  s e t
t h e  f r a m e w o r k  a n d  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  t o  c o n t a i n

t h a t  t r u t h  a n d  j o y .  L o v e  i s  H i s  i n v i t a t i o n  t o
o p e n  t h e  g a t e  a n d  s t e p  i n s i d e  s o  w e  c a n  e n j o y

t h e  s a n c t u a r y  o f  H i s  g r a c e ,  H i s  k i n g d o m  h e r e  o n
e a r t h .

T h e  n e x t  t i m e  w e ,  o r  o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  a r e  t e m p t e d
t o  b r e a k  o n e  o f  H i s  c o m m a n d m e n t s ,  w e  n e e d  t o

t h i n k  o f  t h a t  s a n c t u a r y  a n d  d e c i d e :  D o  I  w a n t
t o  e x i s t  i n s i d e  i t ?  O r  b e  s t u c k  o n  t h e  o u t s i d e
l o o k i n g  i n ?  C h o o s e  l o v e .  O p e n  t h e  g a t e .  S t e p

i n s i d e .  

B y :    C l a i r e  M c G a r r y  ( C o p y r i g h t  ©  2 0 2 6
C a t h o l i c M o m . c o m .  A l l  R i g h t s  R e s e r v e d . )

https://files.ecatholic.com/25471/bulletins/20260510.pdf?t=1778218279000
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	Term One, Newsletter 6, Friday 15th May, 2026
	St Ambrose Primary School
	We pay our respects to the Traditional Custodians of this land, and offer our respect to Elders both past present & emerging.
	Our next newsletter will be published on  Friday 29th May 2026.

	Term 2 Dates
	National Volunteer Week runs from May 18 - 24
	Message from the Principal
	Open Morning Message from our Captains
	Post Fete Working Bee  22nd May from 2.15pm We Need Your Help!
	Petition for a Safe Crossing at Romsey Road - Have your Voice Heard!
	National Walk Safely to School Day
	Justine, Mr. Baboth and I enjoyed the sunshine this moring along with all those who walked and cycled to school. It was great to see many  students walk, ride or scoot from various areas across our beautiful town. National Walk Safely to School Day 2026 is next Friday but we marked this event today Friday, 15th May 2026, while the weather is so nice! The event encourages primary school children to walk to school to promote healthy habits, road safety, and reduce traffic congestion. This kick start might encourage your children to continue to walk to school whilst we have good weather.

	Bus Services & Bus Stop Signage & Safety
	I would like to acknowledge and thank Anita La Forgia for the work and time she has dedicated to lobbying for further bus services (updates will be shared when progress is made) in the area as well as improvements to bus shelters as a safety precaution. The message she has put to council is that:
	Shelters require significant infrastructure, planning, and funding. However, I would like to propose the following immediate actions:
	The immediate implementation of bus stop signage at all Department of Transport-listed bus stops within the Macedon Ranges, indicating that children may be present.
	If resources allow, Council and bus operators could liaise annually to identify unused stops and temporarily cover or deactivate signage where necessary.
	The inclusion of staged bus shelter implementation within future budgets. While demographics and bus stop usage may change over time, many bus stops have been consistently used for years. High-use stops should be identified and prioritized for shelter infrastructure over time, particularly those located outside major towns where there is currently little to no supporting infrastructure and conditions are often unsafe.
	We must stop passing responsibility between organisations regarding what should or should not be done. What matters most is the safety of children. I'm hoping we do not need any further advocacy on this. We are all stretched for time and energy.  We have road signs warning drivers about wildlife. Why do we not have adequate signs warning drivers about the presence of children? I'd like to thank Councilor Janet for her support and time on this matter.  Anita.
	Message from the Principal

	Child Safe Standard No 4
	Further Athletics Coaching Opportunity
	Transitioning from Seesaw to ClassDojo

	3-4R CLASSROOM FEATURE
	3-4R CLASSROOM FEATURE
	SCHOOL NEWS
	School Photo Day Monday 25 May 2026
	Student News


	STUDENT NEWS
	Tee Ball by Billie H
	School Futsal Championships
	Caritas
	Project Compassion Casual Dress  Day
	Our faith leaders Ruby Z and Leon G orgainised our casual dress day to raise money for Project Compassion which is a focus for this time of year. Part of our Catholic social teaching promotes community service and assisting those less fortunate. It was great to see our children arrive in some of their favourite outfits. Our sincere thanks for your generous donations. Thanks to your generous donations we raised  $412.70 for this cause.
	Student News


	AROUND THE SCHOOL
	AROUND THE SCHOOL
	Birthdays & Student Awards
	15 May   Jacob W 17 May    Chase K 27 May   Jaxen H              Lily M

	Congratulations!
	Birthdays & Student Awards

	Mental Health & Wellbeing at St Ambrose
	Erin Brass
	NCCD
	JOIN THE CELEBRATION OF ALL THINGS

	Faith & Family
	Ponder: Do I take it personally when my kids break my rules?  Do I think God takes it personally when I break His?
	Parish Bulletin 10 May 2026
	Gospel Reflection:         John 14:15-21
	Ever since my kids were old enough to understand, I’d remind them of the rules of our household: be kind, put others before yourself, choose right over wrong, and do your fair share in the family. None of those guidelines were too taxing, and all were created for their good. I wanted them to grow up and be contributing members of society, in all the best ways.
	So, when they broke any of my rules, I took it personally, as if they were purposefully trying to defy me. My view was if Jesus could say “If you love me, you will keep my commandments," then so could I.
	Yet, when I break God’s commandments, am I doing so because I don’t love Him? Not at all. It’s just me being weak, giving in to temptation. So, why did Jesus tie love and rule-keeping together?
	I believe it’s because He wanted love to be the inspiration for following the Commandments. He didn’t want fear, guilt or peer pressure to be our motivation. Those emotions lead to resentment. He knows what is good for us and what will bring us true and abiding joy. He set the framework and the boundaries to contain that truth and joy. Love is His invitation to open the gate and step inside so we can enjoy the sanctuary of His grace, His kingdom here on earth.
	The next time we, or our children, are tempted to break one of His commandments, we need to think of that sanctuary and decide: Do I want to exist inside it? Or be stuck on the outside looking in? Choose love. Open the gate. Step inside. 
	By:  Claire McGarry (Copyright © 2026 CatholicMom.com. All Rights Reserved.)

	Faith & Family

	COMMUNITY NEWS
	COMMUNITY NEWS
	COMMUNITY NEWS

