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Centred by Faith - In Partnership with Community -
We Provide Excellence in Learning

C) Respectful o Fiesponmble Gﬁ' Fi‘e31||ent ‘95‘ Kind

In the name of the Father, the Son and The Holy Spirit,
God be in my head
and in my understanding;
God be in my eyes
and in my looking;
God be in my mouth
and in my speaking;
God be in my heart
and in my thinking;

St Ambrose, Pray for us

In the name of the Father, the SOF'I dru:l Thv Holy Spirit,

Amen

? SCHOOL CALENDAR


https://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/news-events/calendar/

Term 2 Dates

Monday 18 May 2026

School nurse to visit Prep students 9-11am
School Open Morning 9.30-11am

Tuesday 19 May 2026

School nurse to visit Prep students 9-11am
Cobaw Soccer Grade 5/6 x 20 students
Parent Teacher Interviews 3.45-5.00pm

Wednesday 20 May 2026

School nurse to visit Prep students 9-11am
Middle Level (Gr 3/4) Mass 9.30am

Friday 22 May 2026

Division Cross Country Castlemaine
Working bee in the shed post Fete 2.15-3.45pm

Monday 25 May 2026

School Photos

Tuesday 26 May 2026

Grade 5/6 Cobaw Winter Sports

Wednesday 27 May 2026

Assembly 2.45pm

Friday 29 May 2026

Confirmation Practice 12.45-1.45pm

Saturday 30 May 2026

Sacrament of Confirmation 1pm

Tuesday 2 lune 2026

Region Cross Country 5t Arnaud

Wednesday 3 June 2026

Division volleyball Bendigo kSradE 5/6 % 18 students

Friday 5 June — Monday 8 June 2026

Woodend Winter Arts Festival

Monday 8 June 2026

King's Birthday Public Holiday

Tuesday 9 June 2026

Staff TIL Day — Pupil Free Day

Wednesday 10 June 2026

Assembly 2.45pm

Tuesday 16 June 2026

Grade 3/4 Western Water Incursion 11.40-3.30pm

Wednesday 24 June 2026

End of Term 2 Mass 9.30am
Assembly 2.45pm

Friday 26 June 2026

End of Term 2 — dismissal 3.30pm

Saturday 27 June — Sunday 12 July 2026

School Holidays

Monday 13 July 2026

Term 3 commences.
Swimming Program commences at Kyneton Sports & Aguatic Centre




Message from the Principal
Dear Families, Parishioners and Friends,

We shared a truly heartwarming afternoon as a
school community during our celebration last
week. It was a privilege to welcome so many
mothers, grandmothers, and special persons into
our school to celebrate the vital role you play
and the deep love you share with your families.
Seeing our community gather in such a
supportive and connected way reminded us all
of the strength found in these bonds. We
extended a very happy Mother’s Day,
Grandmothers and Special Persons day to
everyone in attendance, as well as to the
dedicated mums and grandmothers among
our own staff.

We would like to offer our thanks to our Year 6
leaders who served as such wonderful hosts and
ensured the afternoon ran smoothly.

Our gratitude also goes to Fr. Zaher for his
beautiful blessing and to Katie for providing such
delicious treats for us all to enjoy. It was a joy to
witness the warmth and spirit of our school
family coming together, and we hope all of our
mothers and special people enjoyed a day filled
with the love and appreciation you so richly
deserve.

"A mother is she who can take the place of all
others but whose place no one else can take."

Post Fete Working Be
22" May from 2.15pm
We Need Your Help!

If you are able it would be great to have your
help tidying the shed and checking the
marquees are dry and packed properly. We will
begin at 2.15pm on Friday May 22nd. With
some helpers we will be finished by 3.30pm.
We will send out an Nforma notice next week
with the details.

Message from the Principal
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National Volunteer Week
runs from May 18 - 24
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Speaking of Volunteers, did you know that next
week is National Volunteer Week! It is timely to
thank you all for the many different ways you
support our school. From canteen, classroom
support, making the fete possible, sporting
events, tidying the shed and more, your help is
appreciated and makes a difference.

National Volunteer Week (18-24 May 2026) is
Australia's largest annual celebration of
volunteering, honoring the millions of people
who dedicate their time, skills, and energy to
support community, social, and environmental
causes. It shines a spotlight on the vital role
volunteers play in building resilient
communities, with the 2026 theme "Your Year
to Volunteer" encouraging new and existing
volunteers to engage in flexible, meaningful
ways. You can click on the title to learn more!

PS: Hope to see those of you who can make it at
our working bee on Friday afternoon!
We may even get some weeding done too!

Open Morning Message from
our Captains

Eire and Amari are looking forward to showing
our visitors through our School on Monday
morning which is one of our Open Mornings.
We will welcome those interested in our school
between 9.30 and 11.00 am. Our leaders will
give them a tour and tell them about our
school.


https://tlnews.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=27c98a1f2d01f6b5bb728829e&id=36fe0e506d&e=018eca33d5

¥ Petition for a Safe

2Crossing at Romsey

© Road -Have your
Voice Heard!

o — The school, along with
Mayor Kate Kendall, has received calls and emails from
parents concerned about safety and she is calling on
concerned parents, school and Woodend community
members to email the Minister for Roads and Roads
Safety,

The Hon. Ros Spence MP,
via ros.spence@parliament.vic.gov.au
as the Romsey road is managed by the Department of
Transport and Planning (DTP). Council has also written
to the DTP to request urgent safety improvements. Her
email is kkendall@mrsc.vic.gov.au if anyone wishes to
cc her in on any of the advocacy.

If you havent already added your name to the petition
which was included in last terms newsletter it is not
too late!
Here is a link to the petition:
https: //www.kathryntollerud.com /romsey-rd-
crossing/

National Walk Safely to
School Day

Justine, Mr. Baboth and I enjoyed the sunshine
this moring along with all those who walked and
cycled to school. It was great to see many
students walk, ride or scoot from various areas
across our beautiful town.

National Walk Safely to School Day 2026 is next
Friday but we marked this event today Friday, 15th
May 2026, while the weather is so nice! The event

encourages primary school children to walk to
school to promote healthy habits, road safety, and

reduce traffic congestion. This kick start might
encourage your children to continue to walk to

Bus Services & Bus Stop
Signage & Safety

I would like to acknowledge and thank Anita La
Forgia for the work and time she has dedicated to
lobbying for further bus services (updates will be
shared when progress is made) in the area as well

as improvements to bus shelters as a safety
precaution.
The message she has put to council is that:

Shelters require significant infrastructure,
planning, and funding. However, I would like to
propose the following immediate actions:

1. The immediate implementation of bus stop

signage at all Department of Transport-listed
bus stops within the Macedon Ranges, indicating
that children may be present.

2. If resources allow, Council and bus operators
could liaise annually to identify unused stops
and temporarily cover or deactivate signage

where necessary.

3. The inclusion of staged bus shelter
implementation within future budgets. While
demographics and bus stop usage may change

over time, many bus stops have been consistently
used for years. High-use stops should be
identified and prioritized for shelter
infrastructure over time, particularly those
located outside major towns where there is
currently little to no supporting infrastructure
and conditions are often unsafe.

We must stop passing responsibility between
organisations regarding what should or should not
be done. What matters most is the safety of children.
I'm hoping we do not need any further advocacy on
this. We are all stretched for time and energy.
We have road signs warning drivers about wildlife.
Why do we not have adequate signs warning drivers
about the presence of children?

I'd like to thank Councilor Janet for her support and
time on this matter.

Anita.

school whilst we have good weather.

Message from the Principal
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Child Safe Standard No 4

“The role of the
family in burlding
a culture af life is §

decisive and
irreplaceable”

Farnilies and communities are
informed and imsaoived in
promaoting child safety and
wellbeing.

i

- Pope John Paul 1l |

Evangelium
Vitag, 92

CARE

This month our staff have been revisiting Child
Safe Standard No 4 as part of our commitment to
maintaining a child safe environment.

Click on the image above to read more about this
standard.

Overview of Child Safe Standard 4:

To be aligned, schools much support the following:

» Families participate in decisions affecting their
child

+ The organisation engages and openly
communicates with families and the community
about its child safe approach and relevant {
information is accessible.

s Families and communities have a say in the \“
development and review of the organisation's
policies

+ Families, carers and the community are informed
about the organistion’s operations and

governance.

Further Athletics Coaching
Opportunity

The flyer pasted below has been shared via
Nforma. Next Athletics are offering an after
school program being run by an accredited

Athletics coach over the next 5 Tuesday's

3.30-4.30pm.

Some children participated in a free trial

session last Tuesday.

The program runs for the next 5 weeks and
may be of interest to your child to undertake
running, jumping and throwing skill
development excercises.

This program is not affiliated with the school
and is a user pay program done outside of
school hours.

Please refer to the Nforma message to
register.

Note that the back oval is now booked on
Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays for after
school sporting coaching. If you choose to use
the play area after school on Tuesday we ask
that you stay clear of the training area and
actively supervise your children at all times.
Thank you.

net

Special TER

Program:
Location - 18 Tem pleton Street, Woodend
Level - Level 2 [ages 5 to 8]
Level s [ages @ to10]

Dates:
B May - 23 June [Tuesday's 3:30 pm - 4:30 pm )

REGISTER MOW!

LEVEL 2 LEWEL T

Why Mext Athletics?
Davelop Fundam ental Movement SHills

Farficipate throughgam es-ba s=d actvities

Sate, inclusive and social environm ent
Becaime @ FREE Mext Athietics t-shirt

LEARN MO RE

SAAAN

2 next

ATHLETICS

Message from the Principal
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School Photos

Our whole school photo day is on Monday
25 May 2026 commencing at 9am.
Students are to come dressed in full winter
uniform. Jumpers and jackets will not be
worn in the photos. Of course they should
wear them to school to keep warm.
Students are to wear navy socks and
black shoes.

Ordering details have been shared via
Nforma and on page 9 of this newsletter.
If you have any questions regarding
ordering, please contact MSP Photography
on 5333 5577.

New Footpaths

Council will soon be starting works to create a
footpath along our north fence along Anslow St.
I have included a map of these works later in this

newsletter FYI.

Our 2026 SAC

Pictured below from left to right on each row
are our chairperson this year Gerald Sullivan,
our Secretary Rilla Healy, Maurice Fanning
(parishioner), Paul Daniels, Brad Ellul, Debbie
Geisler and Fr. John are also on our SAC.
Our members are pictured below.
You are welcome to introduce yourself to them.

Message from the Principal

Parent/Teacher Conversations

Strong partnerships between home and school
underpin student success. We hope that our
parent-teacher conversations provided
opportunity to discuss your child’s social and
academic growth. By sharing insights, we can
align our support, and ensure every student feels
encouraged both in the classroom and at home.
Staying connected ensures we are working
together to help your child flourish. If you were
unable to make it to your scheduled time please
make another time with your child’s teacher.

NCCD FACT Sheet

I have included the latest NCCD fact sheet later in
this newsletter for those of you who want to
learn more about NCCD funding and how it is

spent.

Transitioning from Seesaw to
ClassDojo

We are excited to announce we are
transitioning from Seesaw to ClassDojo for
sharing and viewing student work. This
decision was made to better align with our
current school needs and provide a more
cost-effective solution for our community.
Please be aware that we encourage all
families to use the free version of ClassDojo.
There is no requirement to purchase a
subscription or use any paid "Plus" features
to stay connected to your child’s learning.
Your child’s teacher will send home
instructions shortly on how to link your
account so you can begin viewing their
schoolwork. We appreciate your support as
we make this change to better showcase our
students' achievements.

Next Newsletter

Our next newsletter will be published on
Friday
29th May 2026!
For more news and photos visit our website
and look at latest news by clicking on our
Facebook button.

Bronwyn Phillips f

Principal


https://www.sawoodend.catholic.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/people/St-Ambrose-Primary-School-Woodend/61558470521257/

3-4R CLASSROOM FEATVURE

3/4 Camp to Weekaway
Last Wednesday and Thursday 3/4 's went on camp to Weekaway. We had a

wonderful time together participating in new experiences and sometimes trying
things that were a bit scary. It was a memorable camp, which we will be talking

and thinking about for a long time. Please read 3/4R’'s thoughts about camp.
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3/4R Classroom Feature 7



3-4R CLASSROOM FEATVURE
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SCHOOL NEWS

School Photo Day
Monday 25 May 2026

i T
msp
photography

03 5333 5577

Ralact@mag omay
BOWWITIEE,COM. QY

HOW TO ORDER

Ordering online is quick and easy using the steps below!

If you have an existing account, please use those login details. Once logged in, you will be able to add
additional children and place sibling photo erders.

Step 1
Click on the link below to access your ordering portal.

swoodend-vic.msp.photos

If you are new to the school, please follow 5tep 1 and Step 2.
Step 2

Click “Sign in with 5tudent Details’

Slgn I with Student Details

Enter your child’s surname and date of birth. You will be prompted to create an account.
Please note that sibling photo orders must be placed by Midnight on Sunday 24% May 2026, to
be included in student family list, that is sent to the schaol early on photo day.

The portal does not have a cut off ordering date, howewver any orders placed more than 7 days after
photo day will ne lenger be at the bulk discounted price and will revert to the standard pricing cost.
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Student News


https://stambroseppswoodend-vic.msp.photos/login.aspx?sessionstate=disabled

’ STUDENT NEWS

Tee Ball by Billie H

On Thursday the
grade 5/6s went to
Cobaw sports. We
were split into
three teams;
cricket, tee-ball
and volleyball.
There were boy
teams and girl
teams. The girls
team drawed one
of their games and
lost the other
three. One thing
the girls team
found with their
progress was that
they needed to
practise their
passing to
everyone and they
needed to keep
their foot on the
base at all times.

They noticed they got better at cheering
each other on throughout the games.
Overall we think we did a really good job
but could definitely improve on our skills.
But we all had a good time playing with the
other schools.

Caritas

Project Compassion Casual
Dress Day

Our faith leaders Ruby Z and Leon G orgainised
our casual dress day to raise money for Project
Compassion which is a focus for this time of year.
Part of our Catholic social teaching promotes
community service and assisting those less
fortunate. It was great to see our children arrive
in some of their favourite outfits. Our sincere
thanks for your generous donations.
Thanks to your generous donations we raised
$412.70 for this cause.

Student News

School Futsal Championships

On Monday Toby, Rueben, Charlie,
Teddy, Casey, Jack, Ryder and
myself represented St Ambrose in
the
West Melbourne School Futsal
Championships. We played well for
our 5 qualifier matches, winning 4
out of 5 games. One of the
highlights was when Ryder was
goalkeeper and kicked a goal all the
way from the opponents goals. In
the semi final, the other team
kicked the first goal, then we kicked
a goal, then they got a lucky goal,
before we levelled the scores. We
then had to do a penalty shootout,
which we won, meaning we
qualified for the grand final! Sadly
we lost 5 to 6 to the team that we
lost to 12 nil at the last school
championships. It was a fun day, a
big thanks to coach Kristy for
organising the day and being such a
great coach. Also a thank you to
Chelsey and Gemma for driving.
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Birthdays & Student Awards

L
RGHOAY .

Congratulations!

Prep O Percy F for working so hard with his handwriting to form clear letters.
Great work!

Prep O Finn R for always trying his best with all of his learning. Well done!

Prep O Alice C for being responsible and resilient with her learning.
Well done Alice.

1/2B Abi B for your outstanding effort and achievement in spelling. Keep it up!

1/2B Max A for your thoughtful contributions and active class discussions.
Well done!

1/2S Boston M for trying his best during Phonics Plus! Well done!

1/2S Harry G for working hard to improve his handwriting! Keep it up!

1/2T Chase K for great leadership and resilence, consistently setting a gold
standard for hard work and kindness. Well done.

1/2T Rafy V for engaging in literacy activities and working to improve
handwriting. Keep up the great work!

3/4C Kate D for showing wonderful resilience on 3/4 camp!

3/4C Coby S for showing wonderful kindness and inclusiveness on camp!

3/40 Jordan M for taking responsibility and supporting others while playing footy
at recess.

3/40 Elise M for always displaying our Positive Behaviours for Learning.Well done
Elise!

3/4R Sam W for his positive attitude at camp and giving everything a go!

3/4R Mollie H for showing resilience overnight at camp and her positive attitude.

5/6BM Eire B for consistently demonstrating our school values by being a kind and
responsible member of our class.

5/6BM OIli J for being a responsible learner who has a positive attitude towards his
class work.

5/6JM Deon S for showing amazing resilience and work ethic this term.

5/6IJM Olive S for writing a well thought out and researched information report
about woment on the Goldfields.

5/6W Myles L for always giving everything a go and supporting those around him.

5/6W A.J. S for always following instructions immediately with a smile.

PBL Bronze Award - Milana M, Archie L, Ben H, Jack H, Millie E, Neave K, Owen D, Tilly N,
Maddy E, Indy H, Rupert F, Raphael A, Bosco L, Pip F, Abi B, Max A

PBL Bronze Award - Jaxen H, Boston M, Rosa M, Thomas S, Stuart P, Emilia T, Elise R,
Aaliyah F, Valerie W, Winter T, Redmond O, Oliver D, Cooper L, Jethro F, Molly M, Neve
E-S, Niamh F, Olivia C, Varli F, Angus N, Archer B,

PBL Gold Award - Hugo M, Poppy F, Willow S

Birthdays & Student Awards




Mental Health & Wellbeing at St Ambrose

[o;
®m® Erin Brass

Stronger Together w

Community Safety & Support Expo Health

supported by

When: Wednesday 27" May 2026, 10am - 1pm
Where: Macedon Ranges Sports Precinct, New
Gisborne

For more information:

Q) Kristen.holding@benetas.com.au

@ 03 5428 0300

Free community event

Learn about support available for issues that can
impact safety and wellbeing, including: family
violence, financial stress, alcohol & other drugs,
and relationship challenges

What's on

« Information stalls from local services

- Ask questions in a relaxed, welcoming space

« Private room available for sensitive conversations
» Free coffee van

Why come?
« Understand the signs of family violence and
related harms
« Learn how to support someone you care about
- Find out what help is available locally
« Connect with services in a safe, low-pressure
environment

Everyone welcome
Parents « Families « Young people « Community
members « Professionals

“Building stronger communities together”

Mental Health & Wellbeing
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FACT SHEET FOR PARENTS, GUARDIANS AND CARERS

WHAT IS THE NCCD?

The Maticnally Consistent Collection of Diata on
School Students with Disability (NCCD) takes place
EVEry Year.

The HCCD is a collection that counts:
# the number of school students receiving an
adjustment or ‘help’ dus to disability

# the level of adjustment they are receiving to
access education on the same basis as other
students.

Students are counted in the NOCD if they receive
cngoing adjustments at school due to disability. This
‘help’ allowys them to access education on the same
basis as a child without disability. The NCCD uses the
definition of disability in the Disability Discrimination
Act 1992,

Schools provide this information to education
authorities.

Go to What is a reasonable adjustment? below to learn
about adjustrments.

WHY 15 THIS DATA BEING
COLLECTED?

Bl schools in Australia must collect information about
students with disabiliby.

The MCCD:

= ensures that the information collected is
transparent. consistent and relisble

& provides better information that inmproswves
understanding of students with disability

# alkows parents, guardians, carers, teachers,
principals, education authorities and government
to better support students with dizability.

Student with disability loading

Funding from the Australian Govermment for students
with dizability i= based on the MCCD through the
student with disability loading.

Students with dizability who are counted in the top
three lewels of the MCCD lextensive, substantial and
supplementary) attract the loading. Funding iz bazed
on & per-student amount at each of the three levels of
additional support. The amount of the loading reflects
the level of support students with disability need to
participate fulky in school, with higher funding for
those wihio need higher levels of support.

Australian Govermment recurrent schiool funding

is provided as a lump sum to school authorities
including state and temitory governmenits, which cam
then distribute the funding to their member schools
according to their own needs-based arrangemenis.

The Government expects schools and school systems
to consider their funding from all sources (ie Australian
Govermment, state and temritony and private) and
pricritize their spending to mest the educational
nieads of all of thair students, induding students with
dizability.

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OF
THE NCCD FOR STUDENTS?

The information collected by the MOCD halps
teachers, principals, education authorities and
govemiments to better support students with disability
at schaool.

The MCCD encourages schools to review their learning
and support systems and processes. This helps schools
to continually improve education cutoomes for all
students.
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JOIN THE CELEBRATION OF ALL THINGS

Faith & Family

Pope Leo’s Prayer Intention for May:

That Everyone Might Have Food
Let us pray that everyone, from large producers to small
consumers, be committed to avoid wasting food, and to ensure
that everyone has access to quality food.

This year marks the 800th anniversary of the death of St.

Francis of Assisi. Pope Leo has proclaimed this year as the
Jubilee Year of St. Francis.

Religious Calendar of Events in Term Two, 2026:

Date Details Time
Wed, 20th May | Middle Mass (Grs 3/4) 9:30
Fri, 29th May | Sacrament of Confirmation Practice 11:45
Sat, 30th May | Sacrament of Confirmation 1pm

Wed, 3rd June | Buddies Mass (Grs. P and 5/6) - CANCELLED 9:30
Wed, 24th June | End of Term 2 Mass 9:30

Please note: All are welcome. If you would like to join us in any of these
celebrations, you are most welcome. Please sit at the back or upstairs to make
sure there is room for all the students.

Gospel Reflection: John 14:15-21
Ever since my kids were old enough to
understand, I'd remind them of the rules of our
household: be kind, put others before yourself,
choose right over wrong, and do your fair share
in the family. None of those guidelines were
too taxing, and all were created for their good.
| wanted them to grow up and be contributing
members of society, in all the best ways.

So, when they broke any of my rules, | took it

personally, as if they were purposefully trying

to defy me. My view was if Jesus could say “If

you love me, you will keep my commandments,"
then so could I.

Yet, when | break God’s commandments, am |
doing so because | don’'t love Him? Not at all.
It's just me being weak, giving in to
temptation. So, why did Jesus tie love and rule-
keeping together?

| believe it’s because He wanted love to be the
inspiration for following the Commandments.
He didn’'t want fear, guilt or peer pressure to
be our motivation. Those emotions lead to
resentment. He knows what is good for us and
what will bring us true and abiding joy. He set
the framework and the boundaries to contain
that truth and joy. Love is His invitation to
open the gate and step inside so we can enjoy
the sanctuary of His grace, His kihngdom here on
earth.

The next time we, or our children, are tempted
to break one of His commandments, we need to
think of that sanctuary and decide: Do | want
to exist inside it? Or be stuck on the outside
looking in? Choose love. Open the gate. Step
inside.

By: Claire McGarry (Copyright © 2026
CatholicMom.com. All Rights Reserved.)

Sacramental Dates in 2026:

If your child is making one of thelr Sacraments this year, please note the
changes to the calendar below.

Date Details

28th May Confirmation Practice

Saturday, 30th May | Confirmation @ 1 pm (Please note change of time!)

Bth August Eucharist Evening Meeting

22nd & 23rd August | First Eucharist Commitment Masses

10th September First Eucharist Practice

12th & 13th Seplember | First Eucharist Masses

Faith & Fami
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Kyneton, register for
kindergarten by 31
May for 2027!

N

Register in 2 minutes for free
To be included in first round offers for 2027

We're accepting registrations for 15
kindergartens including:

* Kyneton Community House N

* Kyneton Kindergarten Klndergarten Tours
* Bug-a-Lugs Kyneton

-

E i hil Ki t . .
i Eir;rf:f’,;:rf;nd noargarian Register by Come and see our council kindergartens
31May

and many more kindergartens in the shire. 2026!

« Fymeton Kindergarten

How to Register
Visit mracvicoov aukinder-mgo or scan the OR code.

Contact ua: Kindergarten Enrolment Team on 03 5422 0239 or
kinderenrolment @mrecvic.gov.au

May 25 - 29 2026
No bookings required!

|

RANGES STUDIO

C J 2
EE( & D MATIC RTS FOOTBALL
+ VICTORIA

TERM 2

Educator- .I'm' sessions designed to

build ci 1ce, creativity,
COmMmMuUuNIc {Uiﬂrl nection.
+ + \ v
GISBORNE MACEDON 2 ~
MONDAYS THURSDAYS
Hub for Kids Jubrilee Hall
10am & 1lam 10am & 11am
Tell & Show (1-5 years) Tell & Show (1-5 years)
4pm & Spm 4pm & Spm
,'ﬁlrluu'h & Drama (54 years) Speech & Drama (5+ vears) -
Effort For more information head to:
- woodendsoccer.com.au/2026-eoi
! ; _;A_\ttrtude .
nic@rangessivdio.com.au rangesstudio.com.au €amwor

B Bendigo Bank
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INVENTI ENSEMBLE
1001 NIGHTS!

FAMILY FRIENDLY EVENT
10.00am Sunday 7th June 2026

St Ambrose Hall, Woodend

FESTIVAL

Step into a world of magic, adventure and mystery as Scheherazade begins her
incredible tales from the 1001 Nights. Inventi Ensemnble brings these famous
stories to life with dazzling music by Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakow, arranged especially
for their six instruments. From brave heroes and clever princesses to sea voyages
and secret treasures, each piece of music opens the door to a new story.

I true Irventi style, the musicians mix exciting storytelling with brilliant live
miusic, showing how their instruments can paint pictures and create characters.
Alongside the famous music, you'll also hear three brand new pieces by
Australian cornposers, written especially for the show. Full of colour, imagination
and adventure, this concert invites children and families to discover the magical
world of 1001 Nights.

For tickets and more information visit
woodendwinterartsfestival.org.au

VCASS VCE Student
Recital: Young Virtuosos

ENSEMBLE AREA 57

FEESTIVAL 2.15pm Sunday 7th June 2026
St Ambrose Hall, Woodend

AREA ST is a dynamic collective of young musicians whose performances
combine the energy of a jazz trio - piano, double bass, drum kit -with the richness
of classical cello, Formed at the Victorian College of the Arts Secondary School in
2025, AREA 57 are known for their remarkable virtuosity and a mfreshmg miusical
voice, Combining jazz and classical traditions, AREA 57 show immpressive versatility
with combinations of solo, due, trio and quartet repertoire,

with the double bass as the unifying force, this curated program for the
Woodend Winter Arts Festival features werks for quartet by Claude Bolling
and David Baker, as well as other works by Dmitry Shostakowich, Jean-Baptiste

Barriére, Luciano Berio and Frangois Rabbath
kawal [y

For tickets and more inforrmation visit
woodendwinterartsfestival.org.au

- COMMUNITY NEWS

MAXINE BENEBA CLARKE
THE POWER OF

PICTURE BOOKS
AND POETRY FOR
YOUNG PEOPLE

SUITABLE FOR AGES 5-12.
3.00pm Saturday 6th June 2026

St Ambrose Hall, Woodend

Maxine Beneba Clarke takes us through some of her beloved books for younger
children, including the CBCA Honour Bock and Boston Clobe Horn Prize
winning picture book The Patchwork Bike, her ode to local book stores We
Know o Ploce, her fashion anthem for young pecple, Fashionista, and her

poetry collections it's the Sound of the Thing: 100 new poems for young people,
and Stuff I'm (NOT) Sorry For: 98 new poems for young people.

Tickets are free, but must be reserved in advance using the ticketing system.

| n;j. vl
A,

For tickets and maore information visit

woodendwinterartsfestival.org.au

Elena Kats-Chernin &
Tamara-Anna Cislowska

PIANO MASTERCLASS

APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN!
12.00pm Saturday 6th June 2026

St Ambrose Hall, Woodend

WOODEND

FESTIVAL

A piano masterclass is new to our Festival,

This is an exclusive opportunity for young pianists (AMEB Grade 8 or above) to
get feed-back on their performances from two of Australia’s most acclaimed
musicians.

Solo and duet applications are welcome, duets preferred, Applications are now
open! Foliow the link in the QR code for an application foarm,

For tickets and more information visit
woodendwinterartsfestival.org.au
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MAN Ciwvil & Constructions Pty Ltd

i g,
(O %3
& Peital: PO Bex BET

g -Eﬂd-m dishoree viC., =437
Talophone: O3 54313 1833
Email: adminil sancivil £omaau
DATE- 28 28 WEB: i At e 1 | £
[lear Resident / Cooupier,
RE: MRSC WOODEND, AMSLOW STREET TO 'WOOD STREET — FOOTPATH

COn behalf of Macedon Ranges Shire Council, MAN Civil & Constructions will be constructing & rew
cancrete foakpath on the south side of Anslow 3treet, down the west side of wood street finishing
st Urqubart Street. The works also imeobees reinstetement of wehide cossings and neturestrip,
service pit adjustrerts and other minor dvil works along the progosed footpath slignment. Shrubs
grd trees owerhanging on ta the proposed path will be pruned far construction. &1 corstruction
works are limited to the road reseres.

The works are sxpected ba start within the week of Mondey 157 May end shauld conclude within
threr weets wenther permitting. Thers will be & period where driveasy aocess will be restricted
during the concrets pours af the new footoaths & reinstatemert of vehicle crassings. The road will
b= kept coen durirg construction and disturbance will b= kept to 8 minimum where possible
however thens will be anincrease in wehides in the ares during corstruction.

Canstruction wors and noise will b= restricted betwasrn the below hours:

Weskdays 7.00AM — 5 .D0PM
Weekands 004K — 3.00PM

For further information, plesse oomtact our office om [03] 5428 2833 o emeil
sdminEmancyil.com.au
Alternatively, phease contact MRSC praject afficer Bhusan BC on [03] 0459 553 200

Thark wau for yaur patience and understanding durirg thase warks.

We apprecate your cooperation throughout this time and will endesvour to make all singes of the
canstruction process as smacth as possible for everyons inealved.

Kind regards,

Mark NICHOLLS
General Manager

bAAN Cidl & Consbructions Py Lod SBM I1 613 406 311
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	Term One, Newsletter 6, Friday 15th May, 2026
	St Ambrose Primary School
	We pay our respects to the Traditional Custodians of this land, and offer our respect to Elders both past present & emerging.
	Our next newsletter will be published on  Friday 29th May 2026.

	Term 2 Dates
	National Volunteer Week runs from May 18 - 24
	Message from the Principal
	Open Morning Message from our Captains
	Post Fete Working Bee  22nd May from 2.15pm We Need Your Help!
	Petition for a Safe Crossing at Romsey Road - Have your Voice Heard!
	National Walk Safely to School Day
	Justine, Mr. Baboth and I enjoyed the sunshine this moring along with all those who walked and cycled to school. It was great to see many  students walk, ride or scoot from various areas across our beautiful town. National Walk Safely to School Day 2026 is next Friday but we marked this event today Friday, 15th May 2026, while the weather is so nice! The event encourages primary school children to walk to school to promote healthy habits, road safety, and reduce traffic congestion. This kick start might encourage your children to continue to walk to school whilst we have good weather.

	Bus Services & Bus Stop Signage & Safety
	I would like to acknowledge and thank Anita La Forgia for the work and time she has dedicated to lobbying for further bus services (updates will be shared when progress is made) in the area as well as improvements to bus shelters as a safety precaution. The message she has put to council is that:
	Shelters require significant infrastructure, planning, and funding. However, I would like to propose the following immediate actions:
	The immediate implementation of bus stop signage at all Department of Transport-listed bus stops within the Macedon Ranges, indicating that children may be present.
	If resources allow, Council and bus operators could liaise annually to identify unused stops and temporarily cover or deactivate signage where necessary.
	The inclusion of staged bus shelter implementation within future budgets. While demographics and bus stop usage may change over time, many bus stops have been consistently used for years. High-use stops should be identified and prioritized for shelter infrastructure over time, particularly those located outside major towns where there is currently little to no supporting infrastructure and conditions are often unsafe.
	We must stop passing responsibility between organisations regarding what should or should not be done. What matters most is the safety of children. I'm hoping we do not need any further advocacy on this. We are all stretched for time and energy.  We have road signs warning drivers about wildlife. Why do we not have adequate signs warning drivers about the presence of children? I'd like to thank Councilor Janet for her support and time on this matter.  Anita.
	Message from the Principal

	Child Safe Standard No 4
	Further Athletics Coaching Opportunity
	Transitioning from Seesaw to ClassDojo

	3-4R CLASSROOM FEATURE
	3-4R CLASSROOM FEATURE
	SCHOOL NEWS
	School Photo Day Monday 25 May 2026
	Student News


	STUDENT NEWS
	Tee Ball by Billie H
	School Futsal Championships
	Caritas
	Project Compassion Casual Dress  Day
	Our faith leaders Ruby Z and Leon G orgainised our casual dress day to raise money for Project Compassion which is a focus for this time of year. Part of our Catholic social teaching promotes community service and assisting those less fortunate. It was great to see our children arrive in some of their favourite outfits. Our sincere thanks for your generous donations. Thanks to your generous donations we raised  $412.70 for this cause.
	Student News


	AROUND THE SCHOOL
	AROUND THE SCHOOL
	Birthdays & Student Awards
	15 May   Jacob W 17 May    Chase K 27 May   Jaxen H              Lily M

	Congratulations!
	Birthdays & Student Awards

	Mental Health & Wellbeing at St Ambrose
	Erin Brass
	NCCD
	JOIN THE CELEBRATION OF ALL THINGS

	Faith & Family
	Ponder: Do I take it personally when my kids break my rules?  Do I think God takes it personally when I break His?
	Parish Bulletin 10 May 2026
	Gospel Reflection:         John 14:15-21
	Ever since my kids were old enough to understand, I’d remind them of the rules of our household: be kind, put others before yourself, choose right over wrong, and do your fair share in the family. None of those guidelines were too taxing, and all were created for their good. I wanted them to grow up and be contributing members of society, in all the best ways.
	So, when they broke any of my rules, I took it personally, as if they were purposefully trying to defy me. My view was if Jesus could say “If you love me, you will keep my commandments," then so could I.
	Yet, when I break God’s commandments, am I doing so because I don’t love Him? Not at all. It’s just me being weak, giving in to temptation. So, why did Jesus tie love and rule-keeping together?
	I believe it’s because He wanted love to be the inspiration for following the Commandments. He didn’t want fear, guilt or peer pressure to be our motivation. Those emotions lead to resentment. He knows what is good for us and what will bring us true and abiding joy. He set the framework and the boundaries to contain that truth and joy. Love is His invitation to open the gate and step inside so we can enjoy the sanctuary of His grace, His kingdom here on earth.
	The next time we, or our children, are tempted to break one of His commandments, we need to think of that sanctuary and decide: Do I want to exist inside it? Or be stuck on the outside looking in? Choose love. Open the gate. Step inside. 
	By:  Claire McGarry (Copyright © 2026 CatholicMom.com. All Rights Reserved.)

	Faith & Family
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